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ATLANTA HAWKS TEAM UP WITH ZOO ATLANTA TO HONOR KOBE BRYANT 

Atlanta Zoo to Name its Black Mamba Snake Kobe in Tribute to the Lakers Great 

  

ATLANTA, GA — The Atlanta Hawks will host the Los Angeles Lakers on Friday, Dec. 4 at Philips Arena (8 p.m.) in Kobe 

Bryant’s final regular season game in Atlanta. To pay tribute to Bryant’s memorable career, the Hawks and Zoo Atlanta 

have announced that the Zoo will name its black mamba snake Kobe. In addition, the Hawks will make a donation to Zoo 

Atlanta to further honor Bryant. 

  

“Kobe Bryant’s career accomplishments speak for themselves,” said Hawks and Philips Arena CEO Steve Koonin. “He has 

set a standard with his incredible work ethic, tremendous will and competitive spirit. We’re happy to be partnering with 

Zoo Atlanta to recognize the impact Kobe has made on the NBA and its popularity worldwide.” 

  

Bryant, the third-leading scorer in NBA history, is a five-time NBA champion and 17-time All-Star. 

  

Zoo Atlanta recently completed a multi-million dollar complex, Scaly Slimy Spectacular: The Amphibian and Reptile 

Experience, which is home to the black mamba and more than 70 other reptile and amphibian species in state-of-the-art 

habitats. The complex features 60,000 gallons of water and more than 9,700 square feet of hand-crafted rockwork 

designed to replicate some of Earth’s most iconic wild places.  

  

“Zoo Atlanta is thrilled to be part of this very special tribute. Mr. Bryant is a legend on the court, and the black mamba is 

a legend in the wild,” said Raymond B. King, President and CEO of Zoo Atlanta. “We’re proud to partner with our home 

team, the Atlanta Hawks, on recognizing Mr. Bryant’s contributions to sports with the naming of this animal, and we 

hope everyone will visit Scaly Slimy Spectacular, our newest destination at Zoo Atlanta, to see the new namesake in 

person.” 

 

ATTACHMENT 

Kobe-BlackMamba.jpg – The Hawks and Zoo Atlanta have teamed up to honor Lakers Guard Kobe Bryant by naming the 

Zoo’s black mamba snake Kobe in advance of Bryant’s final trip to Atlanta as an NBA player. The Hawks will also make a 

donation to Zoo Atlanta to honor Bryant. 

 

#TrueToAtlanta 

 
With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making Atlantans proud 

on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in eight consecutive seasons and reached 

the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity 

and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, 

whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and 

delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 

2015-16 regular season, is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on to 

www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 

# # # 


