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HAWKS’ NZINGA SHAW NAMED ONE OF ROLLING OUT’S TOP 25 WOMEN OF ATLANTA 

NBA’s First Chief Diversity & Inclusion Officer Honored at Awards Ceremony 
  

ATLANTA — On Thursday, Nov. 19, Atlanta Hawks Chief Diversity & Inclusion Officer Nzinga Shaw was honored by 

Rolling Out magazine as one of the Top 25 Women of Atlanta during the magazine’s 10th annual awards event at Twelve 

in Atlantic Station. Each of the honorees are weavers who exemplify success in the Atlanta community and are making 

history with their unparalleled achievements.  

 

“Nothing is more telling of a woman's character than how she uses her power,” Shaw says. “A powerful woman walks in 

purpose and allows her inner light to shine so that positive energy, people and opportunities pursue her. The only thing 

she ever has to chase is her dreams.” 

 

Shaw serves as the first chief diversity & inclusion officer in the National Basketball Association and works specifically 

with the Atlanta Hawks and Philips Arena organization to facilitate a strategy that embeds equity in all programmatic 

activities, governance and daily administration. Additionally, she was appointed by Mayor Kasim Reed to serve on the 

board of directors of the City of Atlanta's Women's Entrepreneurship Initiative and landed on AOL's Makers list. Shaw 

lists education, a positive mental attitude, and maintaining contacts as being the most important aspects of becoming 

successful.  

 

“This year's Top 25 Women of Atlanta, we admire you for all that you do and give,” said Munson Steed, CEO, Steed 

Media Group during last night’s ceremony. “Your level of service is why we have labeled you a titan in your industry and 

community. This is a testament to your capacity and your leadership allows others to follow the well blazed trail that you 

marked.” 

 

Among some of the additional honorees were Cynne Simpson, anchor on Fox 5 News, Shirley Strawberry, co-host of the 

Steve Harvey Morning Show, and Sarah-Elizabeth Reed, first lady of the City of Atlanta. 

 

  

 

#TrueToAtlanta 

 
With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making 

Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in eight 

consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the 

organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the 

community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta 

neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks 

experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 2015-16 regular season, is on sale 

now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com 

today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 


