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Turnovers again haunt Wizards, who implode late in 114-99 loss to Hawks 

By Jorge Castillo 

ATLANTA — If there was any consolation for the Washington Wizards following their lifeless 

performance Friday in a blowout loss to the Boston Celtics, it was that they could deodorize the stench 

24 hours later. As point guard John Wall summarized, they had been humbled, and Saturday night’s date 

with the Atlanta Hawks, the team that ousted them from the postseason in May, presented an 

opportunity for them to address their woes. 

The key to victory, as they have repeated ad nauseam during this young campaign, was to treasure the 

basketball. Turnovers have evolved from a nuisance to a serious issue, and Saturday it only grew worse 

as the Wizards set a season high for the second straight night, turning the ball over a staggering 26 times 

in a 114-99 defeat at Philips Arena.  

“We got 50 turnovers the last two games,” Wizards Coach Randy Wittman said with a tinge of disbelief 

in his voice. “That’s got to be close to a record for two games in the history of the league. A lot of them, 

in my opinion, are self-inflicted. A lot of them I’ve never seen at this level.” 

For three quarters, it appeared as if the Wizards (3-3) might escape Georgia victorious despite the 

giveaways. But the three-point lead they carried into the fourth quarter evaporated as the result of 

another eight turnovers over the final 12 minutes as the Hawks (7-1) took advantage, scoring 18 of the 

game’s final 23 points for their seventh straight victory. 

Atlanta netted 32 points off the Wizards’ turnovers and totaled 14 more field goal attempts than the 

visitors. Kent Bazemore headed the effort with a career-high 25 points, outshining Otto Porter Jr.’s 

career-best 23 on the other side. Wall finished with 19 points and 12 assists but also was responsible for 

seven turnovers.  

His back-court partner, Bradley Beal, was limited to 11 points, snapping a five-game streak of at least 24 

points. Beal also tallied a game-high eight turnovers and appeared to have injured his left shoulder in a 

collision in the fourth quarter. Beal, who also hurt his wrist earlier in the period, writhed in pain and 

exited with 56.6 seconds remaining. He underwent X-rays after the game, but the Wizards did not have 

an update on the injury, per a team spokesman.  

“I have no idea,” Wittman said when asked about Beal’s injury.  

A few Wizards players attributed the excessive number of giveaways to a combination of sloppiness, 

adjusting to their remodeled offense, a lack of chemistry with new personnel and an effective defensive 

strategy from the Hawks, which included packing the paint and aggressively closing out on three-point 

shooters.  

“You got to trust the system,” Wall said. “We showed what we can do when we do it the right way. We 

also showed how bad it could be when we don’t do it the right way.” 

The Wizards’ attempt to cleanse the palette from Friday night’s rout in Boston was a failure from the 

start. They committed six turnovers in the game’s initial five minutes and wasted an opportunity to 

distance themselves as Atlanta started the evening uncharacteristically cool from the field.  



 

 

 

The Hawks, perhaps feeling the effects of their fourth game in five nights, started the contest 0 for 8 

before Kyle Korver made a midrange jumper. When Paul Millsap’s three-pointer gave Atlanta a 7-6 lead, 

the hosts had attempted 10 more shots — 18 to eight — than their visitors. The extra possessions 

enabled the Hawks. 

Washington committed six more in the second quarter yet somehow held a 45-41 halftime advantage 

with 14 turnovers to their credit. Porter propelled the Wizards through the sludge with 11 points in the 

quarter, including nine straight over three minutes, and added 10 more in the third quarter.  

The long-limbed forward was assertive. He ran the floor and attacked the rim with confidence. But he 

was the Wizards’ lone reliable contributor, and another bout with turnovers would sabotage them 

again. 

“I’d rather them throw the ball up into the upper deck 26 times so at least I could get the defense set,” 

Wittman said. “When you have live-ball turnovers like that and they’re running the ball down your 

throat, it’s hard. They’re a good team. You’re not going to expect to win those games like that.” 

 

 

 

 

 

  


