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Hawks Deserve More Respect 

By Alex Wong 

In their second year under head coach Mike Budenholzer, the Atlanta Hawks won 60 games -- including 

a 19-game win streak -- and made it to the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise 

history. Four of their starters -- Al Horford, Paul Millsap, Kyle Korver and Jeff Teague -- were named to 

the All-Star game, and are all returning this season. Yet, no one seems to believe what Atlanta did last 

season was sustainable. 

In the annual general managers survey, no one picked the Hawks to win the East (13.8 percent chose 

them to finish second). None of the ESPN writers chose Atlanta as their East champions. Charles Barkley 

said before the season started he doesn't see the Hawks as a top five team in the conference. The 

Hawks -- who saw their championship hopes end in a four-game sweep to LeBron James and the Cavs -- 

see things a little bit differently. 

"Last year, a lot of people didn't think we were going to make the playoffs," Korver said. "Before the 

start of every season, everybody looks at teams on paper. A lot of where our strengths are, in chemistry, 

ball movement and cohesion, those aren't the things that show up on paper necessarily." 

The lone starter to depart this offseason was forward DeMarre Carroll, who signed a four-year deal with 

the Raptors after leading the Hawks in scoring through the first two rounds of the playoffs. If the 

togetherness of the starting unit is what propelled the Hawks last season, they'll need to collectively 

replace Carroll's contributions, especially on the defensive end. "I think [it starts with] Kent Bazemore 

and Thabo Sefolosha," Budenholzer said. "Those guys really take a lot of pride in their defense. We feel 

like we're going to be able to rely on them heavily." 

Through four games this season, Bazemore has responded to a larger role, averaging 11.0 points in 26.2 

minutes and making 53.8 percent of his three-point attempts. Sefolosha missed the second half of a 

back-to-back last week, as he continues to recover from major ankle surgery after suffering a season-

ending injury last April in an incident with NYPD officers outside of a New York nightclub. 

In October, Sefolosha was found not guilty of charges related to misdemeanor obstructing government 

administration, disorderly conduct and resisting arrest. Prior to the start of the season, he announced 

his plans to file a civil suit against the city of New York and its police department. Traveling with the 

team last week for a road game against the Knicks, Sefolosha was asked about what was on his mind in 

his return to the city where the incident occurred. He simply replied," basketball." 

As for his recovery: "[My ankle] is really tight after games. So it's really more because we don't know 

how it will be for the next two, three months. So I think right now, we're taking precautionary steps to 

make sure I stay healthy three, four months from me. I'm in a good place. It's always good to be back on 

the court." 

The Hawks were without Sefolosha for their playoff matchup against the Cavs. They also lost Korver -- 

who shot 48.7 percent from the field, 49.2 percent from three and 89.8 percent from the free throw line 

during the regular season -- for the rest of the season in Game 2 of the Eastern Conference Finals when 

he collided with Matthew Dellavedova on a loose ball and injured his ankle. 



 

 

 

Two surgeries during the offseason changed Korver's routine -- which involves, among other 

things,underwater rock-sprinting -- but it did allow him to spend quality time with his two kids, who are 

2-years-old and 1-year-old respectively. One of the league's best sharpshooters spent most of his 

summer watching "Doc McStuffins" and "Daniel Tiger's Neighborhood." 

In the playoffs, Korver saw his shooting percentages dip to 39.1 percent from the field and 35.5 percent 

from three. As a three-point shooter whose effectiveness is predicated on creating open space in the 

half court, Korver saw more detailed defensive coverages which prevented him from getting the same 

looks he had in the regular season. 

"If something is being taken away, that's opening up something else for someone else on our team," 

Korver said. "In a playoff series, plays don't tend to work as well. That's just part of playoff basketball. 

Part of it is me, I have to be better." 

"If they're putting that much time and effort on him, then it turns into a four-on-four game," 

Budenholzer added. "That puts a lot of pressure on those other four defenders. If we're executing and 

we're doing things well. Sometimes you have to take what the defense gives you." 

The Hawks don't plan on overhauling one of the best offenses in the regular season, just because they 

ran into some problems in the playoffs. Budenholzer said the postseason loss lingered with him all 

summer, and isn't something he'll really ever forget. But, there's belief that the personnel on this team 

can find that extra gear that can turn them into championship contenders. 

"I think if we can play with greater pace, play with more variety, teams can't lock into different things 

and different guys," Budenholzer said. "We have to do things better and execute at a higher level. We 

need to continue to evolve and change and learn from the playoffs, and really all of last year." 

Korver understands why the critics might think the Hawks will be hard pressed to duplicate last year's 

success, but he is optimistic. 

"We still have a relatively young group together," Korver said. "It feels like the right way, that 

[championship] teams go through some difficult times. You have to be toughened up. You have to go 

through heartache before you can actually become champions. It feels like the right path. Last season 

ended up being a step in the right direction, a bigger step than we planned. We only have one good year 

to stand on. We have to keep on earning respect." 

 

 

 

  


