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Hawks hand Grizzlies 116-101 loss 

 By Ronald Tillery 

The night began with the Grizzlies offense putting on a clinic.  

That lasted for the first 12 minutes Friday night in FedExForum. 

By the end of their 116-101 loss to the Atlanta Hawks, the Griz were struggling mightily to score and 

their matador defense extended from the 3-point line to the rim. 

Memphis (9-8) saw its two-game winning streak end with 30 percent shooting in the fourth quarter after 

making 14 of 20 shots in the opening period. The Hawks (11-7) methodically reeled in the high-flying 

Griz with a more active defense and sustained 3-point shooting. 

“You’ve got to weather the storm,” Griz swingman Tony Allen said. “If you don’t weather the storm, 

you’re going to take that ‘L.’ But you have to give (the Hawks) credit. They played harder down the 

stretch and they executed.” 

Coach Dave Joerger & Co.’s heads were spinning as they watched the Hawks’ post-Thanksgiving Day 

parade to the free-throw line. 

Atlanta had nearly as many free throws (36) as shots (39) from beyond the 3-point arc. The Hawks 

finished with 14 3-pointers and made 32 foul shots. 

Paul Millsap’s two free throws with 4:06 left gave Atlanta a 105-95 advantage. Millsap worked over the 

Griz on the low block, effectively putting the Grizzlies’ smaller wing players in foul trouble most of the 

night. 

Joerger and Matt Barnes grew frustrated and each got a technical foul with 1:59 left in the fourth 

quarter. Both vehemently argued against a foul called on Barnes after he battled Millsap for a rebound. 

“We lacked urgency defensively,” Joerger said. “They got too many easy baskets. Deep penetration was 

a problem. We chased our tail far too much. Hats off to them. They made a lot of shots. They shot a lot 

of free throws. We didn’t get to the foul line as much as they did.” 

The Griz lost their composure over the final four minutes, but the game began slipping away early in the 

fourth quarter. 

A driving layup by Mike Conley tied the score at 87 with 10 minutes remaining in the game. Atlanta 

quickly regained control after scoring seven straight points. 

After leading by 12 points in the first half, the Grizzlies trailed 85-82 when the fourth quarter began. The 

Hawks made hay at the free-throw line by converting 10 of 12 foul shots in the third period. 

Atlanta made 10 of 12 free throws the entire first half. 

“I thought we changed the feel of the game and that was important,” Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer 

said. “After that first quarter when (the Griz) had 36 points and they were shooting like 70 percent, we 

really had three quarters of pretty good defense and good basketball.” 



 

 

 

Memphis shot 53 percent, made eight 3-pointers and took a 58-53 lead at halftime. 

Barnes connected on his first four field goal attempts, including a pair from beyond the arc, and led the 

starters with 10 points at intermission. 

Barnes again started in place of Zach Randolph (sore right knee) and the Grizzlies continued to play with 

a small lineup and up-tempo style. 

The Grizzlies’ wing players found an early rhythm. Jeff Green made his first three shots. Courtney Lee 

and Vince Carter combined to go 8 for 12 off the bench. 

Crisp ball movement and constant motion led to open looks for the Grizzlies. 

They seemed to relish getting into a shootout with the run-and-gun Hawks. 

Carter had 12 points by burying four 3-pointers. The veteran swingman electrified the crowd when he 

banked in a 65-foot shot that beat the buzzer signaling the end of the first quarter. 

“Maybe we’ve fallen in love with the 3 a little bit,” Joerger said. “We had chances to attack and close out 

and get to the line or get in the lane, get to the rim and maybe to the foul line. ... Playing small ball has 

been fairly new for us the last couple of weeks. They kind of out-small-balled us.” 

 

 

 

  


