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After police ordeal, Thabo Sefolosha getting back on track 

By Gary Washburn 

There are days when things seem normal for Thabo Sefolosha, and there are others when he is 

apprehensive after an altercation with New York City police outside a nightclub in April left him with a 

broken right leg and ligament damage. 

The well-publicized incident cost the Hawks swingman the remainder of last season, and he responded 

by rejecting a plea deal from the city and pursuing a trial, in which he was found not guilty of three 

misdemeanor charges, including resisting arrest. He then decided to sue the city. 

“It was a tough decision,” he said. “At the same time, with what I believe in, I thought it was the right 

decision. I had to stick to my principles in life more than anything.” 

Sefolosha, the first NBA player from Switzerland, found himself a central figure in the fight against police 

brutality. What was supposed to be just another outing following a late-night arrival in a city turned into 

an altercation with police that made national headlines. 

Sefolosha is nearing full health, having played in seven of the Hawks’ first 10 games, following surgery to 

repair a broken tibia and ligament damage. And while he is trying to regain normalcy after being a 

largely anonymous player during his first eight NBA seasons, Sefolosha understands he has gained 

notoriety for something that has nothing to do with basketball. He also understands that basketball 

could have been taken away from him on that night in Manhattan. 

“It’s a reality that I was faced with the whole time,” Sefolosha said. “With the help of family and friends, 

it’s been easier to face that reality, but at the same time, of course, you love playing basketball and 

you’re not ready to put it behind you, but at the same time you might be forced to. It’s a very difficult 

situation.” 

The Hawks arrived in New York in the early morning of April 8 for a game against the Nets that night. 

Sefolosha and teammate Pero Antic were outside the 1 Oak club in Manhattan when they got into a 

dispute with police, minutes after the stabbing there of Pacers player Chris Copeland, whose team was 

in New York to play the Knicks. 

Video footage showed that police hit Sefolosha with their batons, and he and Antic were arrested after 

being restrained. Sefolosha was diagnosed with a broken tibia and was forced the miss the Hawks’ 

playoff run. He and Antic were charged with three misdemeanors, although the charges against Antic 

were dropped before a trial. 

The case of Sefolosha, who is black, received more attention because of the Black Lives Matter 

movement. 

“In a way, I don’t want to be in the middle of [the controversy],” Sefolosha said. “I speak for what 

happened to me. But at the same time there is a bigger picture out there and there are some situations 

with police brutality. It’s good just to keep the conversation open and for people to talk about those 

issues.” 



 

 

 

Sefolosha returned to New York for the trial, and again with the Hawks this month when they played the 

Knicks. He said he has been contacted by many fellow NBA players, as well as others who have offered 

support. One was film director and activist Spike Lee. 

“It was cool to talk to him, especially in the city of New York where he has shown support of the Knicks 

for years,” Sefolosha said. “I know he had some movies in the past where he took a stand and made a 

point, so that was pretty cool.” 

When asked if the incident changed him, Sefolosha said, “Not a different person. But when you play 

basketball, you’re so caught up into what you’re doing and into that life. 

“I’m a little bit more relaxed now because the world is so much better than basketball. What we do as 

basketball players can influence a lot of young people, and the fact we have the spotlight to speak on 

things we believe in, we can support good causes by the things we do just by being visible.” 

The incident showed that NBA players are not above and beyond real-life occurrences. 

“We can live in a bubble in a way,” Sefolosha said. “We travel with charter planes and [stay] in five-star 

hotels, and we go to restaurants. You don’t see the big picture of how lucky we are, even though we 

don’t take it for granted because we work hard at what we do. We make sacrifices and work really hard, 

but at the same time it’s a big world. We have to stand for what we believe in.” 

Sefolosha is back doing what he loves, but after suffering a serious leg injury, he’s apprehensive. He’s 31 

and his NBA mortality has been challenged. 

“To this day I’m still battling with that in a way, because I don’t know how I’m going to feel two months 

from now, or I think I’m taking the proper steps [to get better],” he said. “I think I was focusing on 

getting back so much that I didn’t have time to focus on what if. It’s a process every day.” 

GOAL-ORIENTED 

Beal, Wizards aim for long run 

Bradley Beal is averaging 22.7 points and shooting 47.1 percent from the 3-point line through six 

games 

The Wizards did not sign Bradley Beal to a long-term contract extension, something that seemed a 

certainty as he approached eligibility for a new deal. The Wizards put Beal on hold while they intend to 

pursue premium free agents, such as Kevin Durant, and told him they will sign him as a restricted free 

agent. 

It’s now Beal’s responsibility to establish himself as a standout player as part of one of the most talented 

backcourt tandems in the NBA with John Wall. Despite early nagging injuries, Beal is averaging 22.7 

points and shooting 47.1 percent from the 3-point line through six games. 

Beal is only 22, meaning he is likely to garner at least two mega-contracts in his career. His concern now, 

however, is helping to take the Wizards to the next level after they reached the Eastern Conference 

semifinals last season. 

“We know what our goals are,” Beal said. “We know what’s expected of us and we know we’re a 

targeted team. We’re not a low-tier team. We’re an elite team and people are going to come after us. 


