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Pelicans-Hawks Report Card 

By Chris Vivlamore 

A recap of the Hawks’ 106-98 victory over the Pelicans Wednesday. 

Noteworthy 

* Jeff Teague tied Lenny Wilkens for third place on the franchise’s all-time point/assist double-double 

list with 43. 

* The Hawks came into the game tied for second in the NBA with 26.9 assists per game. They finished 

with 26 assists on 42 makes. 

* The Hawks are 5-1 this season when scoring at least 100 points. 

* Paul Millsap has recorded five double-doubles this season. 

* The Hawks entered the game second in the NBA in steals at 11.0 per game and recorded 10 against 

the Pelicans. 

* There were 2,215 military personnel, retired and active, who claimed free tickets to game in honor of 

Veterans Day. 

Key stat 

3 of 11 

The Pelicans’ shooting percentage of 3-point range in the second half. After going 11 of 18 in the first 

half, the Pelicans cooled down after the Hawks changed defensive coverages and assignments. One of 

the second-half 3-pointers came with .2 seconds remaining. 

Quote of the game 

“We came out in the second half and responded. We have to be better starting the game and stay 

consistent throughout the whole game. The past two games haven’t been good for us starting wise. We 

need to be better in the first half.” – Al Horford on Hawks’ second half 

Report card 

Offense: C-plus 

The Hawks did score 106 points but they came out flat – offensively and defensively – in the first half. 

They shot 48.8 percent from the field in the game but were just 10 of 26 from 3-point range. Horford 

accounted for four of the makes. The Hawks also had nine first-half turnovers. 

Defense: C-minus 

The Hawks allowed an injury-depleted Pelicans team – without star Anthony Davis – 98 points despite 

having 10 healthy players. The Pelicans were 11 of 18 from 3-point range in the first half. The Hawks did 

play better defensively in the second half but they’ve had too many poor starts this season. 
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Pelicans-Hawks Quoteboard 

By Chris Vivlamore 

What they said after the Hawks 106-98 win over Pelicans Wednesday night: 

“I think a lot of credit to New Orleans, coming in off a back-to-back and without Anthony Davis and the 

injuries they are dealing with. The job their players did on us in the first half, the job Alvin Gentry is 

doing as a coach, they had us definitely on our heels. We have to play better coming out early in games 

and not put us in that kind of hole. There are lots of areas to improve and get better. Obviously, credit to 

the players for finding a way to play much better in the second half, especially defensively. I think it’s 

good to get a win.” -Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer’s opening statement on win 

“At first, they always had somebody open. I don’t know how. They made 11 3-pointers and that’s a lot 

for a half. Second half we took care of that and everything was going our way. We moved the ball. We 

found the guys who were open and it was a basketball game for us. We knew that they were making a 

lot of shots in the first half. That was the key. If we could take those shots away and just do our 

basketball we would be fine. You have to do that on the court. We only did it in the second half.” - Tiago 

Splitter on second-half defensive adjustments 

“If you look at it, it wasn’t so much they were leaving me open. I was picking and popping but instead of 

popping to the two I was popping to the three. Some of them they were contesting. I got into a good 

rhythm. I felt like Dennis (Schroder) and Jeff (Teague) were giving me really timely passes and I was 

stepping in and making them.” - Al Horford on career-high four 3-pointers 

“You have to give them credit. They did a good job of moving the ball and knocking down shots. Once 

we started switching things we just got more active. Our activity cranked up a little bit and we were a 

little bit closer to guys because we didn’t have to rotate as much. I think it bugged them a little bit.” - 

Kent Bazemore on Hawks’ second-half adjustments 

“We stunk in the first half, I thought. It’s something we have to be aware of. In the first five minutes of 

the first quarter, the starters have to come out and do a better job.” - Kyle Korver on Hawks’ slow start 

“There are no kinds of moral victories. We were right there and gave ourselves a chance to win. We held 

a really good offensive team to 105 points. That’s two really good defensive games we had against 

Dallas and Atlanta. We had enough defense. That’s something to build on but there are no moral 

victories. We’ve got to get that win.” - Pelicans guard Ish Smith on loss 

 

   


