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Holiday joins Hawks’ wing rotation — and block party 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Justin Holiday didn’t want to be left out of the Hawks’ block party. 

The team recorded 10 blocks in a 101-87 win over the Nets on Wednesday. Kent Bazemore had two 

rejections in a span of 44 seconds of the first quarter, first turning back Thaddeus Young and then Joe 

Johnson. Remarkably, Al Horford had a block of a Jarrett Jack shot in between those two denials. 

Holiday finished as the team leader with four blocked shots. 

“The ball seems to fall in your lap when you are playing hard,” Holiday said after the win. “A lot of times 

I’m getting pump-faked and trying to get back in the play, and it just happens to work out that way. It’s 

just be trying to be active and give everything I have. Really, I’m trying to be like Baze. Baze got those 

two early, and I was like ‘I’ve got to get some blocks, too.’ I tried to follow suit.” 

Holiday has inserted himself into the Hawks’ wing rotation over the past two games. The guard played a 

season-high 29 minutes against the Nets. He also played 13 minutes in Tuesday’s win over the Heat. 

Holiday had only one other appearance of 13 minutes against the Knicks and did not play (coach’s 

decision) in the Hawks’ other three games. 

In the Hawks’ still-evolving wing rotation, Thabo Sefolosha has been a solid all-around contributor 

behind Bazemore at small forward. The Hawks are not playing Sefolosha in back-to-back games, 

including Wednesday, as he returns from offseason surgery for a broken right leg and ligament damage 

in his ankle. 

Lamar Patterson got the early playing time at the position, but that has declined over the past two 

games in favor of Holiday. Tim Hardaway Jr. has yet to play this season and Hawks coach Mike 

Budenholzer has suggested on several occasions, while noting the competition at the position, that 

Hardaway is still learning and getting comfortable in a new system. 

The Hawks’ rotation could again be altered in Friday’s game against the Pelicans. It’s the start of another 

back-to-back with the Wizards at home Saturday, and the end of a stretch of four games in five nights. 

“He’s gotten a couple of opportunities and taken advantage of those opportunities,” Budenholzer said 

of Holiday. “We went with him tonight without Kyle (Korver) suiting up. He got more minutes and more 

opportunities. 

“I think it’s his defense, his activity and his length. He’s making some shots and making some plays. 

We’ve got a good group there with wings all fighting for opportunity. Tonight, Justin got his and took 

advantage of it.” 

Holiday has scored 13 points in the past two games, including six against the Nets. He made a fourth-

quarter 3-pointer against the Heat. In averaging 5.0 points, he is a combined 7-of-18 from the field and 

1-of-8 from 3-point range. Holiday said he believes his shot will eventually start to fall. However, he 

knows in the Hawks’ system it’s all about defense first. 



 

 

 

“The shot may not always fall, which it hasn’t for me,” Holiday said. “In the past two games it hasn’t 

fallen for me the way I feel it usually does. I can handle my effort defensively. I can help my team that 

way every time defensively, making sure I’m doing what I’m supposed to do and making sure I’m 

helping. 

“At the same time, I know those guys have my back as well. Playing defense, getting my hands on balls. 

And then offense, moving the ball and shooting the open shot, which I’m going to do every time. It will 

eventually fall. But defensively is where it all starts.” 

The 6-foot-6 Holiday has taken advantage of his length on defense, an attribute coveted in 

Budenholzer’s system. The coach’s postgame comments Wednesday included praise for Holiday’s 

“multiple efforts” and “multiple contests.” The four blocks were a career-high for Holiday. He added two 

assists, a rebound and a steal to his effort. 

“I think he’s similar (to Bazemore) in that I think he really helps us defensively with his length,” 

Budenholzer said. “He kind of can be everywhere on the court. He’s great in some of our principles, 

understanding how important the weak side is and each role and responsibility on a given play.” 
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Korver, Sefolosha probable versus Pelicans 

By Chris Vivlamore 

The Hawks list Kyle Korver and Thabo Sefolosha as probable for Friday night’s game against the Pelicans, 

the first of back-to-back games. Korver and Sefolsoha have each missed two games because right ankle 

rehabilitation following offseason surgeries as they have been limited in consecutive games. In both 

cases, Sefolosha sat the first game and Korver sat the second of the back-to-backs. The Hawks host the 

Wizards Saturday. 

Also on the team’s injury report issued Thursday, Jeff Teague is listed as probable with a fourth finger 

sprain on his right hand. Mike Muscala is listed as questionable with a right ankle sprain. The center 

suffered the injury in the season-opener and did not play in the next four games, two on the active list. 

He returned to action in Wednesday’s win over the Nets, playing the final 1:37 of the victory. 
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Atlanta leads the league in 'paid patriotism' 

By Dan Klepal and Daniel Malloy 

A soldier throwing out the first pitch at a Braves game. Eighty Georgia Army National Guard members 

holding a huge American flag on the field before a Falcons kickoff. A color guard ceremony at three 

Hawks games. 

Those are just a few Atlanta examples that a U.S. Senate report gives describing how the Defense 

Department used millions in taxpayer cash to buy events honoring the military at major sporting events 

over the past three years. 

Those examples — and many more — were included in the report called “Tackling Paid Patriotism,” 

released Wednesday by Arizona U.S. Sens. John McCain and Jeff Flake. 

The Georgia National Guard announced late Wednesday that it will no longer pay the city’s professional 

sports teams to honor troops, although the statement also says it will continue with other marketing 

agreements with the teams. 

“The Director of the Army National Guard has recently implemented interim guidance to ensure no 

sports marketing programs include requirements for patriotism/salutes and a long-term policy is being 

developed at the national level,” says a prepared statement attributed to Lt. Col. Thomas J. Lesnieski, 

who is the Georgia Guard’s director of public affairs. 

“As such, there are no ‘paid patriotism’ events in our current contracts with any sports team.” 

The report says Atlanta is ground zero for military tributes bought and paid for with taxpayer funds: the 

Falcons ($879,000), Braves ($450,000) and Hawks ($225,000) each led their respective leagues in 

Defense Department contracts that included military tributes. 

The Braves took issue with the report Thursday, saying the four identified instances attributed to them 

were separate from its marketing contract with the Georgia Guard. The report cites as evidence three 

Georgia Army National Guard contracts — by year, amount and contract number. 

“All military celebrations are not part of a sponsorship and are not paid for,” the Braves said in a 

prepared statement released Thursday to The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. “The Georgia National 

Guard partnership is a separate arrangement and is primarily designed to support advertising for their 

recruitment initiatives.” 

A Falcons spokeswoman acknowledged the accuracy of the report but said the team supports the 

military in a variety of ways as part of its “community outreach and philanthropic activities.” She also 

said the Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation has contributed hundreds of thousands of dollars to causes 

in partnership with the Georgia National Guard. 

“There is plenty of unpaid work that we do to support all of the Armed Services, including the National 

Guard,” the Falcons’ statement says. 

A Hawks spokesman declined to comment, saying that the team’s contract with the Georgia Guard 

concluded after the 2013-14 season. 



 

 

 

J.C. Bradbury, a sports economist at Kennesaw State University, said not acknowledging these events as 

paid advertising could make people cynical about them in the future. 

“I was surprised because they’re portrayed as community service … which everybody thinks is a good 

thing,” Bradbury said. “It’s something that seems genuine and people don’t question it. This takes some 

of the sincerity out of it.” 

Marty Zobel has held Falcons season tickets since 1980. The Roswell man said the news of paid military 

tributes made him feel “uncomfortable.” 

“It’s not a good use of taxpayer money, I don’t think,” Zobel said. “Every time I see one of these now, I’ll 

have a question in my mind: Is this a paid advertisement or a public service?” 

The report shares those same concerns, blasting the feel-good events as “paid patriotism,” a misuse of 

legitimate recruiting funds for the Defense Department. It also says the Defense Department could 

account for only 62 percent of its 122 contracts with the professional teams, and that the report 

accounts for just 70 percent of about $10 million in contracts. 

“If the most compelling message about military service we can deliver to prospect recruits … is the 

promise of game tickets, gifts and player appearances, we need to rethink our approach,” the report 

says. “Given the immense sacrifices made by our service members, it seems more appropriate that any 

organization with a genuine interest in honoring them, and deriving public credit as a result, should do 

so at its own expense and not at that of the American taxpayer.” 

The report is a more detailed version of what was first reported about NFL teams by NJ.com earlier this 

year. The National Football League, and the Defense Department, initially denied having troop 

recognition as part of their marketing agreements. 

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell sent a letter to McCain and Flake on Monday saying the league is now 

auditing all Defense Department contracts and will pay back money improperly allocated for events 

honoring troops. 

“We strongly oppose the use of recruitment funds for anything other than their proper purpose,” 

Goodell’s letter says. “…The NFL (has) issued guidance to each of its 32 clubs to make clear that any on-

field recognition, community events, or other activities that are not specifically in the form of 

recruitment or advertising should never be included in contracts or otherwise performed for payment.” 

Col. Ray Bossert, a Georgia Army National Guardsman from Douglasville, said he agrees with the Georgia 

Guard’s decision to stop paying for such events and that the money could be better used funding 

storefront recruiting stations. 

“It is a great decision that we don’t get involved in funding that type of stuff,” he said. “It should be 

either donated or not done at all. It’s more just patriotic and emotional, and everybody thinks great 

things, but you are not going to get a stream of people running to recruiting.” 

Staff writers Katie Leslie and Jeremy Redmon contributed to this article. 

 

‘Paid Patriotism’ events paid for by the Georgia National Guard: 



 

 

 

Falcons ($879,000 for 2012-15) 

·         Color guard detail for the Falcons military appreciation game 

·         Performance of the national anthem by a member of the Guard 

·         Recognition of the Army National Guard’s birthday 

·         A welcome-home promotion to provide a surprise meet-and-greet with a Falcons player for a 

soldier returning home from deployment 

·         An opportunity for 80 soldiers to hold a large American flag on the field during a military 

appreciation game 

·         Guard flag runners to lead Falcons players out of the tunnel onto the field 

·         A video message from a soldier welcoming fans and thanking veterans 

·         Two video board features that could be used for a recruit swear-in ceremony or a wounded 

warrior tribute 

·         A military appreciation day at training camp, which included the giveaway of a co-branded 

promotional item such as a hat, flag or rally towel for 500 attendees 

  

Braves ($450,000, 2013-15) 

·         Four on-field presentations that could be used for a surprise homecoming, first pitch, calling “play 

ball” and parades 

·         Sponsorship of each of four military appreciation games during the season 

·         Opportunity for soldiers to participate in a parade before two military-themed games for in-park 

recognition, and broadcast on Braves Vision 

·         Additional opportunities for the Guard to be involved in military and patriotic-themed 

presentations 

  

Hawks ($225,000 in 2013) 

·         Color guard ceremony at three Hawks home games 

·         One feature video presentation highlighting a National Guard soldier who performed a special 

task, returned from a tour of duty, helped with tornado victims, or other security measures deemed 

appropriate to be played at eight Hawks home games 

·         Opportunity for the Guard to grant a high school/ROTC unit the right to perform a color guard 

ceremony at one Hawks home game 



 

 

 

·         Air Force to perform an on-court flag presentations and have the USAF logo on the video board 

during three Hawks home games 

·         Air Force gives $1,500 for tickets to a Hawks home game 

  

Source: U.S. Senate report “Tackling Paid Patriotism” 

League leaders in Defense Department contracts with military tributes 

NFL 

Falcons, $879,000 (2012-15) 

Patriots, $700,000 (2012-14) 

Bills, $650,000 (2012-14) 

Ravens, $534,500 (2012-13) 

Saints, $472,875 (2013-14) 

MLB 

Braves, $450,000 (2013-15) 

Red Sox, $100,000 (2013-14) 

Brewers, $80,000 (2014) 

Mets, $51,000 (2014) 

Phillies, $48,085 (2012-14) 

NBA 

Hawks,$225,000 (2013) 

Pacers, $115,000 (2013-14) 

Mavericks, $45,000 (2012-14) 

Timberwolves, $27,000 (2014) 

Hornets, $25,000 (2014) 

Source: U.S. Senate report “Tackling Paid Patriotism” 
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Atlanta Hawks hire West Hunter Street Baptist Church pastor as community consultant 

By Phil W. Hudson 

The Atlanta Hawks hired The Rev. Dr. Toussaint K. Hill Jr., senior pastor of the historic West Hunter 

Street Baptist Church in Atlanta’s West End, as community consultant. 

The club reported in this new position, Hill will work closely with Senior Vice President of External 

Affairs/Hawks Foundation Executive Director David Lee to build strategy and support for activities 

related to the Hawks’ signatureMartin Luther King Day and Black History Month events. Hill will also lead 

new community events aimed at connecting with the Atlanta faith-based community. 

Since 2006, Hill has served as senior pastor of West Hunter Street Baptist Church, a position held by civil 

rights leader Rev. Ralph David Abernathyfrom 1961 to 1990. 
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Atlanta at New Orleans Preview 

By CBSSports.com Staff 

Alvin Gentry's fast-paced offense that helped him win a title with Golden State as an assistant last 

season only can be considered efficient if his players knock down the open jumpers it's designed to 

create. 

The main reason he's still searching for his first victory is because the New Orleans Pelicans simply aren't 

doing that. 

New Orleans looks to end its worst start in 11 years Friday night when it hosts an Atlanta Hawks team 

seeking a sixth straight win. 

Gentry knew he wasn't inheriting shooters like reigning MVP Stephen Curry and Klay Thompson when 

he took the job with the Pelicans after the high-scoring Warriors thrived in his system and won the 

franchise's first championship in 40 years. 

But he probably also didn't envision watching his new club shoot just 40.9 percent during an 0-4 

start. Anthony Davis, Eric Gordon, Ryan Anderson andJrue Holiday all are shooting below that mark. 

New Orleans has lost twice to Gentry's former team while getting off to its worst start since dropping 

the first eight of 2004-05. Davis, who shot 53.5 percent from the field and averaged 24.4 points last 

season, has been facing a number of double- and triple-teams with opponents focusing on making 

someone else beat them. 

Not only is Davis struggling, but his teammates haven't been able to hit shots when he passes out of it. 

He made 3 of 12 from the field and finished with 14 points in Tuesday's 103-94 loss to Orlando. 

"I've just got to find the (open) guy, try to make the right play, which I'm trying to do," Davis told the 

team's official website. "Then it's on the guys to knock down the shots. Once they do that, then (the 

defense) can't double and triple team as much, because we have guys who can shoot the ball. 

''I just want to be the best I can be to help the team win. I feel I'm not doing it right now." 

Injuries haven't helped. Tyreke Evans (right knee), Quincy Pondexter (left knee) and Norris Cole (left 

ankle) all have yet to play, and Omer Asik has seen just 10 minutes while battling a right calf 

strain. Kendrick Perkins is out with a right pectoral issue. 

"Some of the guys that can help (Davis) are not healthy yet," Gentry said. "But we still have to get into a 

rhythm offensively. The missed shots don't bother me as long as they're good shots, but some of the 

shots we're taking are not very good shots. 

"We've got a lot of work to do." 

The Pelicans have won four of the last five meetings with the Hawks. Davis is averaging 26.0 points and 

11.3 rebounds while shooting 52.9 percent in the last four. 



 

 

 

Atlanta (5-1) has been coming together defensively, though, and outscored Brooklyn by 12 in the fourth 

quarter of Wednesday's 101-87 home win. It has held opponents to 94 points or fewer over the last four 

and totaled 15 steals and 10 blocks against the Nets. 

Paul Millsap had five steals to go along with 12 points and nine boards, whileAl Horford finished with 21 

points and two blocks. 

"Guys were moving, guys were active on defense," Millsap said. "If we do that every night, those kinds 

of things will happen." 

Dennis Schroder scored 20 points starting in place of Kyle Korver, who got the night off to rest his 

surgically repaired right ankle. Korver could be back for this matchup. 
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Hawks vs. Pelicans preview: Atlanta seeks their 6th straight win 

By Harry Lyles Jr. 

The Atlanta Hawks are one of the hottest teams in the NBA right now with five consecutive wins, and 

will look to make it six against Anthony Davis and the New Orleans Pelicans Friday night. 

Atlanta knocked off the Pelicans in the preseason, but this will be a much different contest this time 

around, with both teams throwing out their best talent in regular season play. Anthony Davis is 

averaging 20.8 points per game for the Pelicans this season, and an even 10 rebounds and 3 blocks. He is 

clearly one of the best players in the NBA today, and will present quite a challenge for the visiting 

Hawks. 

While not boasting an elite talent such as Davis, the Hawks have been playing like a complete unit. They 

have five players averaging 10 points or more through the first six games of the season, and almost a 

sixth player, with Kyle Korver averaging 9.3 points per game. Kent Bazemore has really come into his 

own the past few games, averaging 14.3 points and 5.3 rebounds per game in the Hawks last four wins. 

With the Hawks effort on the defensive end, hopefully the focus on Anthony Davis will be enough, and 

the stats say that it should be. The Hawks are 5th in the league in opponent points per game, and 8th in 

the league in overall defensive rating. Either way, if they keep playing like they have in the previous 5 

wins, the Hawks should like their chances in New Orleans. 

Game Info 

Game Date/Time: Friday, November 6, 8:00 p.m. ET 

Location: Smoothie King Center, New Orleans, Louisiana 

TV: FOX Sports Southeast 

Radio: 92.9 The Game FM 
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Atlanta Hawks Take on Pelicans in NOLA 

By John Buhler 

The Atlanta Hawks travel to the Crescent City to take on Anthony Davis and the New Orleans Pelicans. 

The Atlanta Hawks (5-1) are on a five-game winning streak after dropping their home opener against the 

Detroit Pistons. New Orleans (0-4) has dealt with a myriad of injuries to their important rotational 

pieces, thus remaining winless. Can the Atlanta Hawks move to 6-1 when they take on The Brow and the 

rest of the New Orleans Pelicans in the Smoothie King Center Friday Night? 

Keep in mind that the Atlanta Hawks lost the last regular season meeting between the Pelicans in New 

Orleans. Anthony Davis had an outstanding game and the Atlanta Hawks had their franchise-best 19 

game winning streak snapped in early February 2015. 

Just because the Pelicans haven’t won a game yet and are dealing with a bout with the injury bug, 

doesn’t mean that they won’t want to put up a fight against one of the stronger teams in the Eastern 

Conference in the Atlanta Hawks. New Orleans still has a great shot to get back into the Western 

Conference Playoffs in 2016, solely because they might have the best basketball player on the planet in 

Anthony Davis. He’s must-see television! 

Outside of Davis, the Hawks will need to account for the sharpshooting tandem of SG Eric Gordon and 

PF Ryan Anderson, both of whom can stretch the floor with their strong outside shots. This game also 

will feature a matchup of brothers as Hawks wing Justin Holiday will get to play his older brother Jrue 

Holidaytonight. Perhaps they will be on the court at the same time and will have to guard one another. 

Justin did play very well in extended minutes against the Brooklyn Nets on Wednesday night. 

Through six games, the Atlanta Hawks are the 8th best defensive team in the NBA with a 98.8 defensive 

rating. The strong defensive play of SF Thabo Sefolosha and PFPaul Millsap continues to anchor this 

team in the early parts of the 2015-16 NBA Season. 

Surely, Millsap, C Al Horford, and C Tiago Splitter will have their hands full trying to guard Anthony 

Davis. Sefolosha, Holiday, SF Kent Bazemore and SG Kyle Korver will have to do their best to slow down 

both Eric Gordon and Ryan Anderson out on the perimeter. 

Fortunately for the Atlanta Hawks, the New Orleans Pelicans are a lousy defensive team through their 

first four games, with defensive rating of 112.2, good enough for 28th in the NBA. Their new head coach 

Alvin Gentry was supposedly hired to get this team to play better defensively in 2015-16 and it isn’t 

working out in the first two weeks of the season. 

The Pelicans were a Top 10 offensive team in 2014-15, but sit at 25th in the NBA at 98.3. Though the 

Pelicans are scoring 100.8 points a game, their defense is allowing a horrendous 115.0 points per game, 

the second worst mark in the NBA. 

Expect the Atlanta Hawks to use their dynamic point guard duo ofJeff Teague and Dennis Schroderto 

put some distance between them and the Pelicans. With bothTyreke Evans and Norris Cole out with 

significant injuries, who besides Jrue Holiday is going to handle the ball for New Orleans tonight? 



 

 

 

We saw how the Atlanta Hawks dominated the point guard duo ofJarrett Jack and Shane Larkin in 

Brooklyn on Wednesday night. The point guard situation in NOLA might be the bleakest in the NBA in 

the early part of the 2015-16 NBA Season. 

 

 


