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Behind Enemy Lines: NBA scouts dish dirt on all 30 teams ahead of 2015–16 

By SI NBA Staff 

Sports Illustrated's NBA writers spoke with scouts ahead of the 2015—16 season for our annual behind-

the-scenes look at all 30 teams. Opposing scouts dished the good, bad and ugly of each team while 

discussing their off-season moves and outlook for the upcoming season. We granted them anonymity in 

exchange for their candor. They delivered.  

Check out SI's NBA preview magazine on newsstands this week or subscribehere. 

Reporting by Chris Mannix, Ben Golliver and Rob Mahoney. 

Atlanta Hawks 

"I see them dropping a little bit. They had a great year but, to me, everything fell into place. [And] the 

league has improved, the East in particular... I like their roster, but I love Mike Budenholzer. There are a 

lot of teams that want to play like the Hawks but can’t. Nobody spaces the floor better. They have a 

really good freelancing, spacing-type offense, but most of their scoring came from good penetration, 

drive-and-kick, and guys moving to the right spots... Jeff Teague draws the defense and is really good at 

finding shooters. That was their offense. They were the most unselfish team in the league. That’s a 

credit to Bud... Kent Bazemore has the most upside on this team. His best asset is his defense, and with 

his shooting improving, he’s more of a threat from three. Bazemore really can run the floor. With how 

they like to push the pace, he fits right in... Whenever Dennis Schroder came into the game, he seemed 

to dominate the ball. Kyle Korver, in particular, was struggling playing with Schroder... They don’t have 

that inside game, so when their jump shots aren’t going down, they’re going to lose. That’s what 

happened in the playoffs. Korver just might be the best three-point shooter in the league, but he didn’t 

shoot it very well and their offense suffered... Tiago Splitter is a good high-post passer and a good 

screener who can roll. He’s just not a good finisher... They probably look at Tim Hardaway Jr. as another 

shooter they can throw into the mix. He hasn’t proven himself, but he’s still young, and maybe a new 

start in Atlanta will help him."

 

Boston Celtics 

"They lack a star but have good depth, one through 11. They addressed their inside game; I’m not saying 

they brought in a stopper, but they added two decent-sized bodies in David Lee and Amir Johnson. Lee is 

still a good, seasoned forward, a double-double guy who can really rebound. Jared Sullinger and Kelly 

Olynyk just don’t have a presence inside. They’re step-out bigs, a little softer than the two guys they 

brought in... They have a lot of good wings: Avery Bradley, Evan Turner, Jae Crowder, James Young, R.J. 

Hunter. I don’t know if they’ll go with Marcus Smart as the starter at point and bring Isaiah Thomas off 

the bench. Thomas was really effective last year, but I’m not sure he’ll be happy coming off the bench... 

With all that depth, I think they can now play small and run, or they can play big. There’s just no one guy 

other than Thomas who gives instant offense... Olynyk is one of those guys I just haven’t seen improve. 

He’s a good player, a rotation guy, but he hasn’t taken it to the next level. He could be out some 

minutes... I love Bradley. He’s not a star, but every year that kid gets better. Every year. He’ll probably 

start at the two. It is somewhat of a smaller backcourt, but they played well together last year, Smart 

and Bradley... I’ve been in the league a long time, and I’ve watched a lot of college coaches come in. 


