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STATEMENTS FROM THABO SEFOLOSHA AND  

PRESIDENT OF BASKETBALL OPERATIONS/HEAD COACH MIKE BUDENHOLZER 

 

NEW YORK —The following statements were released today: 

 

STATEMENT FROM THABO SEFOLOSHA: 

 

“This morning’s verdict ended a long and emotional period for me.  Justice was served and for that I am 

eternally grateful to the judge and jury for their quick and deliberate decision.  

 

I would like to thank my attorney and friend Alex Spiro for his counsel and dedication to my case. I 

would also like to thank Coach Bud and the Atlanta Hawks organization for their continued support. 

They believed in me, my word and my innocence all along. The support of the NBPA was also 

appreciated and I’m thankful for the friendship and counsel of Executive Director Michele Roberts and 

General Counsel Gary Kohlman. 

 

It’s troubling to me that with so much evidence in my support that this case would even be brought to 

trial and that I had to defend myself so hard to get justice. It pains me to think about all of the innocent 

people who aren’t fortunate enough to have the resources, visibility and access to quality legal counsel 

that I have had. 

 

It was important to me as a man, a father to two young girls and as a role model, to stand up for what I 

believe in and have my name cleared of any wrongdoing.    

 



Today’s verdict will not make up for the pain and trauma my family and I have suffered over the past six 

months or bring back the opportunity to have played in the Eastern Conference Finals and have a shot at 

an NBA title, but it does bring me some peace and closes a painful chapter in my life. 

 

Now I look forward to returning to the team and focusing solely on my rehabilitation for the upcoming 

season so that I can get back to playing the game I cherish so much.” 

  

 

STATEMENT FROM PRESIDENT OF BASKETBALL OPERATIONS/HEAD COACH MIKE BUDENHOLZER: 

 

"Thabo is a man of great character and we are proud that he took a principled approach to proving his 

innocence. We are extremely happy for him and his family, and we are very pleased with today’s verdict 

in his favor." 

 

 

 

# TruetoAtlanta # 
 

 

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain 

committed to making Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks 

have made the postseason in eight consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first 

time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and 

innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the community where the organization builds 

bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta neighborhoods, providing 

scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks experiences. 

Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 2015-16 regular season games, 

is on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, 

log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 

 

 


