
 

 

 

PUBLICATION: New York Times     DATE: 10/8/15 

Charges of False Claims Are Exchanged in Thabo Sefolosha’s Trial 

 By Colin Moynihan 

As the trial of Thabo Sefolosha, a basketball player with the Atlanta Hawks, wound down on Thursday, 

prosecution witnesses and the defense traded accusations of false claims about the events surrounding 

the guard-forward’s April arrest near a Manhattan nightclub. 

Two police officers testified that a defense witness had falsely claimed to have been a person Mr. 

Sefolosha was trying to give money to just before his arrest on misdemeanor charges that he had 

interfered with police actions and resisted arrest. 

Later, Alex Spiro, Mr. Sefolosha’s lawyer, asked a Manhattan Criminal Court judge to tell jurors that 

prosecutors had failed to turn over police documents that included “blatant exaggeration if not lies” 

about one of Mr. Sefolosha’s teammates, who was also arrested but was never prosecuted. 

Mr. Sefolosha and the teammate, Pero Antic, were arrested on April 8 at about 4:30 a.m., shortly after 

emerging from 1 Oak, a Chelsea nightclub where they had been celebrating a successful season by the 

Hawks. The police said Mr. Sefolosha had been slow to follow orders to leave 17th Street between Ninth 

and 10th Avenues, where another basketball player, Chris Copeland of the Indiana Pacers, had been 

stabbed. Mr. Sefolosha then charged at an officer whose back was turned, according to the police. 

Mr. Spiro has countered that his client, who acknowledged calling one officer a midget, was wrongly 

arrested. Police officers broke a bone in Mr. Sefolosha’s right leg, the defense said, causing him to miss 

this year’s National Basketball Association playoffs and jeopardizing his career. 

“They arrested him, broke his leg, out of eyeshot or earshot of an unrelated crime scene,” Mr. Spiro told 

the jurors during his closing argument, suggesting that police officers had seen Mr. Sefolosha merely as 

“a black man in a hoodie.” 

During her summation, a prosecutor, Francesca Bartolomey, said that Mr. Sefolosha had ignored lawful 

orders to promptly leave the block, because “he wanted to play the star.” 

“He’s not about to be told what to do by a ‘midget’ police officer,” the prosecutor said. 

The final defense witness to appear was Mike Budenholzer, the head coach of the Hawks. During his 

testimony, Mr. Budenholzer extolled Mr. Sefolosha, telling jurors that he was “of the highest character” 

and “the kind of person anyone would want on their team.” 

Mr. Sefolosha testified on Wednesday, telling jurors that he had not charged at an officer when he was 

arrested on 10th Avenue, more than 100 feet away from the site of the stabbing. Rather, he said, he was 

trying to give a $20 bill to Amos Canty, a panhandler with whom he had been chatting and who was 

being escorted north on the avenue by an officer. Mr. Canty took the stand and buttressed that account. 

But two police officers who said they knew Mr. Canty by his nickname, True, sought to refute that 

testimony on Thursday. Mr. Canty, they testified, is a familiar figure on West 17th Street, where he 

works part time with 1 Oak and sometimes even helps officers clear automobiles from the block. “It was 

not True,” Police Officer Richard Caster said of the man who was being directed up the avenue. 



 

 

 

After testimony concluded on Thursday, Mr. Spiro told Judge Robert Mandelbaum that he had 

requested all relevant evidence in April but that it was only on Wednesday that prosecutors had given 

him a copy of a document from the Police Department’s Internal Affairs Bureau that stated that Mr. 

Antic had attacked a police officer. 

In addition, he said that he had not received a memo, from a police captain to the chief of patrol, that 

he said stated that Mr. Antic had grabbed and tried to punch a police officer. Mr. Spiro said that he had 

obtained the document on his own. Video that surfaced after the memo was written, Mr. Spiro added, 

showed that assertions that Mr. Antic had behaved violently were “irrefutably false.” 

Ms. Bartolomey told the judge that she had turned over the Internal Affairs document as soon as it had 

come to her attention. 

Judge Mandelbaum instructed jurors that because the documents had not been produced in a timely 

fashion “as required by law,” they could infer that they contained statements by police officers “that 

were not consistent with their trial testimony.” 

The jurors deliberated for about half an hour before being excused for the evening. 

 

  


