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Thabo Sefolosha, Atlanta Hawks Player, Is Acquitted of All Charges 

 By James C. McKinley Jr. 

Thabo Sefolosha, the Atlanta Hawks basketball player who was knocked out of this year’s playoffs after 

he said the police broke his leg, was found not guilty by a Manhattan jury of all charges stemming from a 

confrontation with officers outside a nightclub in April. 

The jury of three men and three women deliberated for only 45 minutes before finding Mr. Sefolosha 

not guilty of misdemeanor charges of obstructing governmental administration, disorderly conduct and 

resisting arrest. The charges arose from a disturbance outside the 1 Oak nightclub in Chelsea on April 8 

at 4:30 a.m. as the police were trying to disperse a crowd after a stabbing. 

Mr. Sefolosha, 31, was visibly relieved. He sat down, hung his head and began to weep, dabbing his eyes 

with a tissue and mouthing the words “Thank you” to jurors. Then he embraced his lawyer, Alex Spiro. 

“This is just an incredible moment — to be able to clear my name,” Mr. Sefolosha said a few minutes 

later on the steps of the Manhattan Criminal Courts Building. “I just wanted truth to come out and 

justice to come out. I knew what happened that night and I feel like the world now knows as well.” Then 

he shook hands with four jurors who were waiting for him a short distance away.  

Mr. Sefolosha had refused an offer from the Manhattan district attorney’s office that would have let him 

avoid a criminal record and jail time in return for a day of community service. Instead he chose, in effect, 

to put the police who had taken him to the ground on trial for wrongful arrest. 

From the start, Mr. Sefolosha, a 6-foot-7 guard-forward, maintained that the officers had roughed him 

up and arrested him for no reason, breaking the fibula in his right leg. He said that the injury ended his 

season early, caused him to miss the N.B.A. playoffs and threatened his career. 

The case highlighted a debate over the use of force by the police that has roiled city politics in the 

aftermath of the mistaken arrest of James Blake, a retired biracial tennis star who was tackled last 

month by an officer who had been looking for a suspect in a credit card fraud scheme. 

Mr. Spiro, the defense lawyer, also argued that Mr. Sefolosha’s arrest illustrated the heightened risk 

that dark-skinned men in casual clothes seem to have of being roughed up during encounters with New 

York officers. Mr. Sefolosha is a Swiss citizen of African heritage. Most of the officers involved in the 

arrest were white. 

Mr. Sefolosha and a teammate at the time, Pero Antic, were arrested shortly after emerging from the 

Chelsea nightclub where they had been celebrating a successful regular season by the Hawks. 

The police said Mr. Sefolosha had been slow to follow orders to leave 17th Street between Ninth and 

10th Avenues, where another basketball player, Chris Copeland of the Indiana Pacers, had just been 

stabbed. Mr. Sefolosha then charged at an officer whose back was turned, according to the police. 

Mr. Sefolosha, however, testified that he had followed police orders. He said he was about to get into a 

livery cab and stopped to hand a panhandler a $20 bill when several officers grabbed him, kicked his legs 

and knocked him to the ground. He said the arrest came shortly after he had an ugly exchange with one 

officer, whom he had called “a midget.” 



 

 

 

Charges against Mr. Antic, who was arrested after touching the arm of an officer who was subduing Mr. 

Sefolosha, were later dropped. 

The jurors declined to comment after their verdict. They heard three days of testimony from witnesses, 

including the police officers who took part in the arrest, Mr. Antic and two young women who were 

walking with the players and filmed the encounter on a cellphone. The jury also reviewed videotapes 

from security cameras. 

Mr. Sefolosha said he had yet to decide whether to sue the New York Police Department in civil court. 

Both the department’s internal affairs division and the city’s Civilian Complaint Review Board are 

investigating the incident. The Police Department said on Friday that the officers involved in the arrest 

remain on active duty. 

The jury’s verdict lays a strong foundation for a civil suit, according to lawyers with experience in civil 

suits who were not involved in the case. 

After the episode, Mr. Sefolosha underwent surgery to repair his fibula and torn tendons. He has still not 

fully healed and it remains unclear if he will be ready to play when the N.B.A. season starts on Oct. 27. 

“I have started running and playing a little bit more,” he said. “I hope I still have a long career.” 

 


