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Hawks head coach defends Sefolosha in court, says his character is 'of the highest order' 

 By Shayna Jacobs 

The head coach of the Atlanta Hawks defended the character of Thabo Sefolosha Thursday, saying the 

player’s character is “of the highest order.” 

Mike Budenholzer appeared in Manhattan Criminal Court as the last witness for Sefolosha, a 31-year-old 

forward facing misdemeanor charges for resisting arrest and disorderly conduct after a confrontation 

with cops on April 8. 

The player, he said, is “the kind of person that really any team would want to be on their team.” 

Sefolosha sustained a broken leg in the encounter with cops at 4:30 a.m. outside the 1OAK nightclub, 

while he was in town for a game against the Brooklyn Nets. 

A Swiss citizen, Sefolosha is black, and the case bears some of the same markings as the confrontation 

between New York City police and retired tennis star James Blake in September. 

Sefolosha ended up missing the remainder of last season, including the playoffs after the Hawks had 

earned the top spot in the Eastern conference. 

On cross-examination, Budenholzer acknowledged that it was poor behavior for a player to stay out into 

the early morning the night before a game. 

“You agree that staying out until 5 a.m. the night before a game wouldn’t be a good idea, correct?” 

Assistant District Attorney Francesca Bartolomey said. 

Budenholzer paused a few seconds, then said, “Sure.” 

In addition to the other charges, Sefolosha has been hit with obstructing governmental administration. 

On cross-examination Thursday morning, the player stood by his version of events, insisting cops had it 

out for him as they were dispersing a crowd, especially after he verbally beefed with an officer who 

allegedly shouted and cursed while clearing the area. 

Sefolosha, who is 6-foot-7, 220 pounds, referred to the cop, Jeanpaul Giacona, as a “midget” and said 

that but for being a cop, he wouldn’t be talking that way. 

The NBA star, who was out that night with former teammate Pero Antic, said he complied with orders to 

leave the area and refrained from arguing with the officers further. 

Police and prosecutors say that instead of getting into a car and heading away, Sefolosha lunged at 

officers with his long arm extended, prompting them to use force in the arrest. 

Sefolosha says he was handing a $20 bill to a beggar who had asked him for cash. 

Summations in the misdemeanor trial are expected Thursday afternoon. 



 

 

 

Antic was also arrested, but charges were recently dismissed. Sefolosha has repeatedly rejected a 

conditional dismissal deal. 

 

  


