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Hawks get reality check after getting pounded by Pistons 

By Sekou Smith 

ATLANTA — Kyle Korver said it best to a late-arriving crowd Tuesday night at Philips Arena just before 

tip off, describing the Hawks' franchise-record 60-win season of a year ago and all that came with it as 

simply, "amazing." 

What transpired in the two hours and 11 minutes after Korver's brief address to the crowd was anything 

but, save for a few glimpses of the team that rolled last season with a cosmic flow on offense and a 

relentlessness on defense. 

As openers go, this 106-94 pasting at the hands of the Detroit Pistons was a worst-case scenario for the 

Hawks. The Pistons exposed the same weaknesses that ended the Hawks' magical run in a sweep against 

Cleveland in the Eastern Conference finals. 

When a team pounds them physically, particularly on the glass, keeps them from moving the ball with 

ease and puts the pressure on someone other than Jeff Teague or Dennis Schroder to create some 

offensive flow, that juggernaut that ran off 19 straight last season and won 33 of 35 games during one 

mercurial stretch suddenly looks quiet vulnerable. 

Sure, it's just one game. 

The first of 82. 

And no lasting impressions can be cemented from the first four quarters of a season. 

But first impressions have to count for something, especially when you return four All-Stars and the bulk 

of your core and the goal is to make "amazing" happen again. 

An offseason spent focusing on how to shore up their woeful rebounding work from a year ago, went up 

in smoke against the Pistons, who outrebounded the Hawks by 19 (59-40) and swamped them in second 

chance points (16-6). 

"That's one of our challenges, that's one of the things we've talked about," Korver said. "We've got to go 

and hit people. It's been a point of emphasis all preseason. And we'll keep on talking about it, and 

hopefully do something about it." 

The frustration for the Hawks was evident from the start, when they had trouble containing Pistons 

behemoth Andre Drummond inside and Reggie Jackson,Marcus Morris and Kentavious Caldwell-Pope on 

the perimeter. 

They trailed by 10 early, battled their way back and led by as many five points before halftime. But they 

were down 48-43 at the break and trailed by as many as 19 in the third quarter. 

"Obviously, we didn't play as well as we need to," Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. "But a lot of 

credit to Detroit and how they played collectively. Their entire second group was very good. We weren't 

able to match that. I think the defensive boards and digging ourselves a pretty big hole, not being able to 

come up some big rebounds there late." 



 

 

 

Detroit's starters outscored the Hawks' starters 88-59, with Caldwell-Pope leading all five of them in 

double figures with a game-high 21. Drummond owned the paint, finishing with 18 points and 19 

rebounds (eight offensive), three assists and two blocks. The Hawks had seven offensive rebounds, 

between the 11 players who saw action. 

"They've got great bigs," Pistons point guard Reggie Jackson said. "But there are very few guys in the 

league that can match Andre's size ... he is definitely going man the paint for us this year." 

The Hawks added Tiago Splitter over the summer to combat this very issue, but he was little help (four 

points and four rebounds) on a night that saw All-Stars Al Horford and Paul Millsap play relatively well, 

but not nearly well enough to overcome the space-eating Drummond. 

"It's one of those things, defensively our bigs are out there showing and that allows him free range to go 

and get rebounds and things like that," Horford said of the dilemma the Hawks face against bigs like 

Drummond. "It's tough when you're going against a guy like that. I thought we did a good job containing 

him one-on-one, but he's going to get his. We need to be better as far as limiting guys like that." 

The Hawks lost just six games on this floor a year ago, so the shock of an opening night beating like the 

one they endured on this night should leave a bitter taste in the mouths of the guys in the fresh black 

and volt green uniforms. 

They'll watch the film, process it all and move on to a date with the New York Knicks in prime time on 

TNT Thursday night at Madison Square Garden. 

After all, it's just one game. 

There are 81 more. 

Still, getting smacked in the mouth on opening night will have its benefits, Horford said. 

If the Hawks needed any reminding that last season's spectacular ride is officially over, the message was 

delivered loud and clear by the Pistons. 

"It's definitely a new season," he said. "We're not sneaking under anybody's radar. But again, it's the 

first game. We lost our first game last year, too. It's just important for us to regroup and we're going to 

learn from the film. We'll be better." 

Maybe not "amazing," at least not right away. 

But certainly better than what they showed in the opener. 

  


