
 

 

 

PUBLICATION: San Antonio Express-News    DATE: 10/14/15 

Splitter saw trade from Spurs coming 

 By Jeff McDonald 

ATLANTA — For Tiago Splitter, this particular day at the beach was no day at the beach. 

Splitter was at home in his native Brazil this summer, on a day off from working the basketball camp that 

bears his name, when he and his brother decided to soak up some sun and surf. 

That’s where he was when he took the call from Spurs coach Gregg Popovich, informing Splitter he had 

been traded to Atlanta. 

“I expected it,” Splitter said before Wednesday’s preseason game against his old team. “I don’t say I love 

it, but I expected it. 

Splitter had heard the rumblings about the Spurs’ offseason plans to swing for the free agency fences. 

“I knew the changes they wanted to do with this franchise,” he said. “I knew they wanted to bring a new 

superstar to the team. The way they could do that was to trade somebody.” 

Splitter’s trade after five seasons and one championship with the Spurs helped the team clear space to 

make an ultimately successful run at All-Star big man LaMarcus Aldridge. 

Just because he understood the Spurs rationale didn’t make the news easier to digest, Splitter said. 

The call wasn’t an easy one for Popovich to make, either. 

“That’s the business part that shows its ugly head every once in a while,” Popovich said. “If we wanted 

to add the talent we added, we had to do something, because you can’t pay everybody. 

Being reunited with former Spurs assistant Mike Budenholzer in Atlanta helped soften the blow 

somewhat for Splitter. 

“Once I accepted it, Atlanta was the best option,” Splitter said. “I really like the team I’m with now.” 

Popovich spoke glowingly of Splitter before the game, calling him a player who will “do all the dirty work 

and be a factor in winning games.” 

Splitter was beloved by his teammates in San Antonio, as evidenced by the guest list that accompanied 

him to dinner Tuesday: Tim Duncan, Tony Parker, Manu Ginobili, Boris Diaw, Patty Mills and Matt 

Bonner. 

“I wished them luck and they wished me luck, and that was it,” Splitter said. “I’m on a different path 

now.” 

Back keeps Aldridge out: Aldridge missed his first game as a Spur, sitting out with back spasms. 

He said he awoke in the team hotel Wednesday with a stiff back. 

“Probably just slept funny,” said Aldridge, who was walking gingerly in the locker room before the game. 



 

 

 

Aldridge hopes to return by Sunday, when he is scheduled to make his home preseason debut against 

Detroit. 

Tips from the master: Budenholzer is coming off a 60-win season that earned him recognition as the 

2014-15 NBA Coach of the Year. 

Even so, Popovich says there is at least one area in which his former assistant must step up his game 

heading into his third season with the Hawks. 

Sideline interviews. 

“I’m very disappointed in Bud’s courtesy and civility in those interviews,” Popovich joked. “I’d like him to 

be much more curt, short and rude. Like me.” 

  


