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Thabo Sefolosha, Atlanta Hawks Player, Spurns Lenient Plea Bargain 

By James C. McKinley Jr. 

Thabo Sefolosha, the basketball player, was offered a lenient plea bargain on Wednesday to resolve 

criminal charges against him arising from a scuffle with the police in Manhattan: Do a day of community 

service, stay out of trouble for six months and the charges would be dismissed. 

It was the sort of deal most defendants would pounce on. But Mr. Sefolosha, a forward for the Atlanta 

Hawks, refused the offer from prosecutors and insisted on going to trial instead. His lawyer, Alex Spiro, 

said his client was standing on principle, because he believes four police officers arrested him for no 

reason, breaking a bone in his right leg and causing him to miss the N.B.A. playoffs. 

At the same appearance in Manhattan Criminal Court, the district attorney’s office announced it was 

dropping charges against another Hawks player, Pero Antic, who was arrested with Mr. Sefolosha. An 

assistant district attorney, Francesca Bartolomey, requested that Judge Kevin McGrath dismiss the 

charges against Mr. Antic “in the interests of justice,” but did not elaborate. 

Asked outside the courthouse why he had turned down the prosecution’s plea deal, Mr. Sefolosha said, 

“It’s a complicated answer.” Mr. Spiro interjected, “He’s innocent and he wants to be vindicated.” 

Judge McGrath set Oct. 5 as the trial date. 

Mr. Sefolosha, 31, and Mr. Antic, 33, were taken into custody in the early morning of April 8 during a 

commotion outside the 1Oak nightclub on West 17th Street in Chelsea, a spot favored by celebrities and 

athletes. A few minutes earlier, Chris Copeland, a former Knick who had been traded to the Indiana 

Pacers, was stabbed in a fight with another clubgoer. 

Though the two Hawks players were not involved in the stabbing, the police accused them of interfering 

with the investigation. They were both charged with obstructing governmental administration and 

disorderly conduct, and Mr. Sefolosha was charged with resisting arrest as well. 

In a criminal complaint, one of the officers said Mr. Sefolosha ignored a half-dozen orders to move away 

from a crime scene the police had established outside the club and ran at one of the officers from 

behind “in an aggressive manner.” When other officers tried to arrest him, he flailed his arms and kicked 

at the police, the complaint said. 

But Mr. Spiro said in court papers that the two Hawks players had followed the officers’ directions to 

clear the area and were more than 100 feet away from the crime scene when they were arrested. He 

said they had done nothing illegal to provoke the arrest. 

A video of the incident, shot by a bystander, showed Mr. Sefolosha being surrounded by several officers 

and then struggling as they forced his arms behind his back and wrestled him to the ground. One officer 

flicked open a telescoping baton but did not appear to use it. 

Mr. Sefolosha was limping after the police handcuffed him and hauled him to his feet. He later 

underwent surgery to repair a broken right fibula and torn ligaments; the injuries sidelined him for the 

rest of the regular season and kept him out of the Eastern Conference finals. (In his absence, the top-

seeded Hawks were swept in four games by the Cleveland Cavaliers.) 



 

 

 

The Police Department’s internal affairs division and the Civilian Complaint Review Board are both 

investigating Mr. Sefolosha’s arrest, officials said. The officers involved in the incident remain on active 

duty. 

Prosecutors said on Wednesday they would turn over to the defense the recorded statements that the 

four officers, all from the 10th Precinct, made to the review board. A lawyer for the police union said the 

officers would not respond publicly to Mr. Sefolosha’s allegations. 

Mr. Sefolosha, a nine-year veteran of the N.B.A. from Switzerland, declined to say on Wednesday if he 

intended to file a civil suit against the city and the Police Department. An acquittal in criminal court 

would lay a strong foundation for a lawsuit, lawyers who handle police brutality cases said. 

 

  


