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Thabo Sefolosha reject deal in NYPD skirmish outside club 

By Rebecca Rosenberg 

Prosecutors dismissed criminal charges Wednesday against former Atlanta Hawks player Pero Antic for 

interfering with the police investigation into the April stabbing of ex-Knicks forward Chris 

Copeland outside night club 1Oak. 

“The People move to dismiss Antic’s case in the interest of justice,” said Assistant District Attorney 

Francesca Bartolomey of the obstruction, disorderly conduct and harassment raps against him. 

The prosecutor said police had probable cause to arrest Antic because he refused numerous orders to 

leave the scene. 

“However, the investigation also revealed that Antic was attempting to calm the escalating situation 

between Sefolosha and the police officers,” she said. 

“Officers reported that while Sefolosha was resisting arrest, Antic was telling Sefolosha to calm down 

and do what the officers said.” 

Antic, 33, who now plays in the Turkish Basketball League, was busted with then-Hawks teammate 

Thabo Sefolosha, 30, after a night of partying at the celebrity hotspot. 

A stranger got into a dispute with Copeland and plunged a knife into his gut outside the club. 

Cops told Sefolosha and Antic to clear the area at least six times, according to the complaint. They 

retreated a couple of feet but didn’t leave the scene, court papers say. 

Police said Sefolosha resisted arrest, prompting them to smack his leg with a baton and causing a severe 

injury that shelved him for the remainder of the NBA season and playoffs. 

When cops tried to cuff Sefolosha, Antic “grabbed” an officer by the shoulder and he was also arrested, 

court papers say. 

Bartolomey offered Sefolosha one day of community service in exchange for a dismissal of the 

obstruction, resisting arrest and disorderly conduct charges, but he declined. Judge Kevin McGrath set a 

trial date of Sept 16. 

Prosecutors agreed to turn over the NYPD’s Civilian Complaint Review Board’s interview with the 

arresting officers prior to trial. 

“We appreciate the district attorney’s office’s decision to dismiss Mr. Antic’s case,” said defense lawyer 

Alex Spiro, who represents both players. “He looks forward to returning to basketball and his family. We 

firmly believe Thabo Sefolosha’s case should be dismissed as well.” 

Sefolosha said he’s stilling in rehab for his leg, which was broken in the altercation, and isn’t sure yet 

when he’ll be back in action. 

“I’m feeling better,” he said as he left the courthouse. 


