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HAWKS TO RETIRE MUTOMBO’S NO. 55 

By Lang Whitaker 

HANG TIME BEACH HOUSE — For once, Dikembe Mutombo didn’t see it coming. 

During a ceremony on Tuesday morning in Atlanta to name September 1, 2015 Dikembe Mutombo Day, 

the Atlanta Hawks surprised their former center by announcing plans to retire his number 55. 

Mutombo, who played for the Hawks from 1996-2001, anchored several of the Hawks’ best teams, 

including a 56-win campaign in ’96-97. While Mutombo’s time as a Hawk — less than 5 seasons — was 

relatively short, he made an immediate impact on the Atlanta sports community, with his distinctive 

voice and signature finger wag following blocked shots. Mutombo has continued to have a presence in 

Atlanta since his playing days, making his home in the area and raising money for his eponymous 

foundation. 

According to Chris Vivlamore of the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, the Hawks will retire Mutombo’s 

number on Nov. 24, when the Hawks host the Boston Celtics. Mutombo’s 55 will join other retired 

Hawks numbers of Lou Hudson (23), Bob Pettit (9) and Dominique Wilkins (21). 

As Vivlamore writes, Mutombo was shocked by the announcement from Hawks CEO Steve Koonin… 

“The most surprising, as you can see from the tears in my eyes, is the announcement that was made 

(that my jersey will be retired),” Mutombo said. “It’s the most shocking to me. … I didn’t know the 

Hawks were going to retire my jersey. I can’t believe it. It’s going to be a great day.” 

Mutombo played from 1996-2001 as part of an 18-year NBA career. He will be inducted into the 

Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame next week. 

“When you look at the history of the Hawks and you see a player who made such a positive 

contribution, who is going to be Hall of Famer and who resides in Atlanta, it was two simple (phone) 

calls,” Koonin said. “One to (general manager) Wes (Wilcox) and one to Bud (president of basketball 

operations/head coach Mike Budenholzer) saying what you think? They couldn’t have been more 

enthusiastic.” 

 


