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Mutombo thinks Hall induction will grow game 

By Scott Howard-Cooper 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — The gesture of choice this time, on Thursday afternoon while talking to reporters 

in a room on the second floor of the Hall of Fame, was a head nodding in certainty accentuated with a 

slight knowing smile. No finger wag. A few bobs and a grin. 

Dikembe Mutombo will make a difference across the globe Friday night. He is sure of it. Officially, he 

already has, but this will be the visual to drive the point home, the actual moment he believes someone 

will reference a dozen or so years from now about what exactly convinced a kid from a continent with 

precious little basketball infrastructure that they could make it to the NBA. 

A son of Africa, born in what is now the Democratic Republic of the Congo, still very emotionally and 

financially connected to his native land, will be inducted into the Hall of Fame. 

Whew. 

What an occasion for Mutombo, for Georgetown, his college, and for the Denver Nuggets, Atlanta 

Hawks and Houston Rockets, most prominent among his six NBA teams over 18 seasons. But what a 

scene for Africa. That's what "Deke" is going for. The optics. 

He wants the ceremony of the Class of 2015, an induction that was announced in April and becomes 

official inside stately Symphony Hall, to be part of the game gaining momentum in Africa. A finish line of 

a career achievement for most of the other enshrinees is one of the many steps as Mutombo envisions 

future generations of NBA players from the continent. 

They will see or hear about one of their own on stage, accepting the highest individual honor in the 

sport, and know it is possible for them too. It makes for an interesting night induction -- the gregarious 

Mutombo will celebrate and tell stories and, he promises, unholster an index finger for the signature 

windshield-wiper wag of denial without needing to first block a shot, but it will be years before he truly 

knows how the night went. 

"It will help basketball grow," he said Thursday. 

The nodding. The smile. 



 

 

 

"It will make young people in Africa take that," Mutombo continued. "There is room for us. We have no 

big cutoff. There is room for us and there's door open for us to get in. This is a great hope for them." 

One of the reasons Mutombo chose former commissioner David Stern as a presenter along with 

Mutombo's Georgetown coach, John Thompson, is because Stern turned the NBA into a global product. 

Not merely admiring Stern in general, despite the nights Stern would scream at Mutombo after some 

game for continuing the finger wag that angered opponents as unnecessary showboating, Mutombo 

specifically cites the growth of the game around the world under Stern. 

Now Mutombo wants the same thing to happen in Africa, and he thinks he has the perfect platform on a 

Friday night in Western Massachusetts for the next push. 

"(Africans) appreciate my accomplishment because I would never get to the Hall of Fame if I did not 

accomplish as much as I did," he said. "I think young people really will learn a lot about saying, 'OK, I can 

get there too.' You got young players like Serge Ibaka and all those young African players. It makes them 

believe that they can go much farther in basketball and get to the Hall of Fame one day." 

Dikembe Mutombo will make that much of a difference around the globe Friday night. He is sure of it. 

 

 


