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Injuries made last season one to forget for these players 

By David Aldridge 

The list of the injured and infirm among the NBA's star set last season was long and unrelenting. 

Name the team, and almost every one of them had a star player go down at an inopportune time -- in 

the regular season (Tony Parker, Dwight Howard, Chris Paul) and the playoffs (John Wall, Mike 

Conley, DeMarre Carroll). Injuries happen every season, of course, but last season seemed to be 

particularly hard on the difference-makers, those whose absence would be the hardest to overcome. 

And the residue from many of those injuries will carry over into 2015-16. 

With camps set to start soon, we try to update some of the bigger names that are trying to come back 

from season-ending injuries suffered last season. The list is alphabetical, not in any perceived order of 

importance. 

Carmelo Anthony, New York Knicks 

INJURY/SURGERY: Left knee patella tendon debridement/repair 

SURGERY DATE: Feb. 19 

INITIAL PROGNOSIS: Four to six months 

Anthony looks like he'll be ready for the start of training camp. He has been playing full-court, 5-on-5 

pickup with Knicks teammates at the team's practice facility for the last few weeks. Until then, you can 

remember what 'Melo looks like on the court and imagine how he'll fit in with his new squad. 

Chris Bosh, Miami Heat 

INJURY: Blood clots 

DIAGNOSIS DATE: Feb. 21 

INITIAL PROGNOSIS: Open; missed remainder of 2014-15 season 

Bosh worked out with several of his teammates under coach Erik Spoelstra's gaze late last month in L.A. 

He was "getting his legs back," one observer said, and looked good going up and down. Bosh said on 

"The Late Late Show With James Corden" earlier this month that he was healthy and ready to get back 

on the court. 

Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers 

INJURY: Torn right rotator cuff 

SURGERY DATE: Jan. 28 

INITIAL PROGNOSIS: Nine months 

There are no limitations on Bryant as he begins his 20th NBA season. But his minutes for both practices 

and games will be cut back dramatically and monitored throughout the season. Bryant, Lakers General 



 

 

 

Manager Mitch Kupchak, head athletic trainer Gary Vitti and Coach Byron Scott will come up with the 

specifics of a plan for his playing time in the coming days and weeks. 

Scott told the Orange County Register last week that he won't deviate from whatever minutes limit the 

group determines before the start of the season. 

"I know Kobe's a competitor and he's going to play as many minutes as you want him to play," Scott told 

the paper. "I'm also a competitor, so I want to win and I know having him on the court gives me the best 

opportunity to win. But I also know that I've got to think about him more than anything. And I thought 

there were points in time last year where I thought he could play a certain amount of minutes. He told 

me Day One the minutes that he thought he could play in and like I told him at the end of the day, 'You 

were absolutely right and I was wrong.' I won't make that mistake again." 

Kevin Durant, Oklahoma City Thunder 

INJURY/SURGERY: Bone graft, fifth metatarsal, right foot 

SURGERY DATE: March 31 

INITIAL PROGNOSIS: Four to six months 

Durant, who had three operations last season on his foot, has been cleared to participate in training 

camp after months of rehab. He won't do the second practice of two a days as part of his rest and 

recovery plan that is already in place. He was cleared to begin non-contact work last month, when he 

joined Anthony at USA Basketball's pre-Olympic training camp. The Thunder has yet to determine 

specific minutes limits for Durant, but neither he nor Russell Westbrook or Serge Ibaka have ever played 

in every preseason game, anyway. The expectation is that Durant will be ready to go full-bore for the 

regular season. 

Dante Exum, Utah Jazz 

INJURY/SURGERY: Torn left ACL 

SURGERY DATE: Sept. 3 

INITIAL PROGNOSIS: None 

Utah is in no hurry for the 20-year-old Exum's return this season -- if he comes back this season. The Jazz 

has third-year guard Trey Burke and newly signed Raul Neto from the Spanish ACB League to play the 

point in '15-'16. Those two will hold down the fort after Exum tore his ACL August 4 while playing for the 

Australian national team against Slovenia. 

"He just turned 20 in July so we will definitely be taking the long view, and his long-term health will be 

the No. 1 priority," a spokesman said. 

Exum is still in Los Angeles, where his surgery was performed by Dr. Neal ElAttrache. As soon as he is 

cleared to fly, will return to Salt Lake City for his rehab. 

Kyrie Irving, Cleveland Cavaliers 

INJURY/SURGERY: Fractured left kneecap 



 

 

 

SURGERY DATE: June 6 

INITIAL PROGNOSIS: Three to four months 

Irving told the Associated Press last week that he was "feeling great" as he continues his rehab in Miami, 

but gave no details about where his progress currently stands. The Cleveland Plain Dealer reported in 

August that Irving could be out until January, but the hope is that he'll be back much sooner. At the 

least, he'll be going back to Cleveland when camp begins next week to continue his rehab. 

Brandon Jennings, Detroit Pistons 

INJURY/SURGERY: Ruptured left Achilles tendon 

SURGERY DATE: Jan. 27 

INITIAL PROGNOSIS: Six to nine months (according to Jennings) 

Jennings thrived after the Pistons traded Josh Smith to Houston in December. In the 16 games after 

Smith was traded, and before Jennings suffered the injury against Milwaukee in late January, Detroit put 

the ball in Jennings's hands. He had an assist-turnover ratio of 3.4-1 -- which included 21 assists against 

Orlando on Jan. 21 -- and shot 44 percent from the floor. (That doesn't sound great, until you 

consider he's a career 39 percent shooter.) 

Jennings is "not close" to being cleared, according to a source. He is currently shooting and running on a 

treadmill at 60 percent of his body weight, but the Pistons need to be able to see him run, cut and shoot 

off of one leg before he's cleared to even begin non-contact drills on court. 

Kyle Korver, Atlanta Hawks 

INJURY/SURGERY: Ligament damage, right ankle/Loose bodies, right elbow 

SURGERY DATE: May 27/June 30 

INITIAL PROGNOSIS: Three months (ankle) 

No player provided the emotional lift Korver did with the Hawks last season. When he worked himself 

open for transition 3-pointers or worked himself free off of a screen, his teammates came out of their 

shoes. His brilliant season was one of the major catalysts for Atlanta's run to the Eastern Conference 

finals. 

But Korver's season ended in Game 1 against Cleveland, when the Cavs' Matthew Dellavadova rolled up 

on his ankle May 23. 

Korver told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution he was hopeful he would be back for the start of training 

camp. 

Kevin Love, Cleveland Cavaliers 

INJURY/SURGERY: Dislocated left shoulder 

SURGERY DATE: April 29 

INITIAL PROGNOSIS: Four to six months 



 

 

 

Love has reportedly made significant progress with his shoulder, dislocated in a collision with 

Boston's Kelly Olynyk in the first round of the playoffs. But he has not yet been officially cleared to 

return to full-court activities. He will no doubt be brought back slowly and probably won't see much 

time in the preseason. 

Wesley Matthews, Dallas Mavericks 

INJURY/SURGERY: Torn left Achilles tendon 

SURGERY DATE: March 11 

INITIAL PROGNOSIS: Five months (according to Matthews) 

Matthews, who signed a $70 million deal with Dallas, was back on the court in early June -- just three 

months after suffering the injury -- shooting jumpers. But he has not done any full-court work yet. 

Mavericks Coach Rick Carlisle said in August that the team expects Matthews to make a full recovery, 

but is going to take a long-term approach to this season. The expectation is that Matthews will be 

cleared to start doing some work on the floor when Dallas opens camp next week, but he won't be 

doing any live work in practices or scrimmages. 

NOBODY ASKED ME, BUT ... 

What possible reason could there be for either owners or players to opt out of the Collective Bargaining 

Agreement? 

I don't want to write doom and gloom before this season even begins. I don't want to remind everyone 

that we could be less than 15 months away from another date with a work stoppage, arguing over 

money that is obscene to most. Yet the possibility is there. It is always there, in a sport where lockouts 

cancelling large chunks of two seasons have occurred since 1999. 

There are still owners who believe they should get even more financial concessions from players than 

they did the last time, the league is still pushing for a hard salary cap, and many players are beyond 

angry that they've given up billions in salaries, and want to recoup some of those losses. 

Both sides can opt out of the current CBA -- the end result of the 2011 lockout -- after the 2016-17 

season, but have to give notice to the other side by Dec. 15, 2016. If neither side opts out, the current 

deal will continue through its expiration, 2021. 

Yet there is hope -- a four-legged cart upon which we all can place our dreams of uninterrupted dunkage 

and 3-pointers. 

Point No. 1: A new financial landscape 

The first leg is easy to identify: a mountain of money that's about to find its way into the pockets of 

owners and players. 

The three networks which air NBA games -- ABC, ESPN and Turner Sports (which operates NBA.com) -- 

will pump in $24 billion in new national television money starting in 2016 and running through 2025. 

That will work out to almost $2.7 billion per year coming from the TV networks to the NBA's teams and 

players. 



 

 

 

There are other reasons for optimism, too. The financial landscape has changed dramatically for many 

teams since 2011, when NBA Commissioner Adam Silver said that 22 of the league's 30 teams were 

losing money, to the tune of $300 million collectively. 

Michele Roberts Interview 

The new NBPA Executive Director, Michele Roberts, joins GameTime to talk about her new role. 

The owners locked the players out and demanded a dramatic restructuring of the split of revenues, or 

Basketball Related Income, between themselves and the players. The union agreed to reduce its share 

from 57 percent of BRI to a range between 49 and 51 percent, giving owners $3 billion back over the life 

of the new Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

The owners also policed themselves, imposing "repeater" luxury taxes on teams that continued to 

exceed the luxury tax threshold over multiple consecutive seasons. They also implemented a much more 

extensive revenue sharing program among themselves, which has sent tens of millions of dollars from 

the league's biggest revenue producing teams to its smaller ones. 

But it starts with the money. 

The TV money that is online is so enormous, it's hard to see anyone who would be willing to turn off the 

spigot once it starts flowing through the system. 

"Can't imagine either (side) opting" out, one extremely high-ranking team official texted last week. 

"Never know what the player's union will do but the dollars are getting so big." 

A prominent player agent concurred. 

"Way too much economic prosperity right now for the Owners and the Players with continual Global 

growth," he texted. "There is NO basis whatsoever for a work stoppage." 

Two opinions do not a Collective Bargaining Agreement make, of course. There are several extremely 

thorny issues which will be vexing and take months to hash out between the league and the National 

Basketball Players Association: the next split of BRI between players and owners, the league's desire to 

raise the age limit for entering the Draft to 20, determining the players' maximum individual salaries 

(currently up to 30 percent of a team's cap, depending on number of years played, though players who 

outperform their rookie deals can get up to 35 percent), agreeing to tests for HGH and other 

performance-enhancing drugs, increased use of biometric devices on players to collect performance 

data, and on and on. 

"I wouldn't put odds on it so early," another big agent said by phone Friday. "It's such an embryonic 

stage I wouldn't even guess on it. There's no question everyone's intentions are to avoid a lockout, but 

you have to be able to make a deal." 

This is true. There are still monstrous egos on both sides of the negotiating table, each not wanting to 

look like it got rolled when it faces its peers. The union has new leadership, in Executive Director 

Michele Roberts and President Chris Paul, and they will have to answer to players who want some of 

that $3 billion back. 

Roberts and NBA Commissioner Adam Silver have held discussions on the CBA in the past weeks, and 

Roberts raised some eyebrows when she told an Italian newspaper that they hoped to announce by the 



 

 

 

end of the season that they'd "solved their problems." What that specifically meant isn't clear, and at 

any rate, there are no formal discussions between the sides planned in the near future. 

Point No. 2: Rising salaries 

But even with those givebacks, player salaries have risen dramatically in the last three years, and will go 

through the roof in the next two years -- leg No. 2 of the cart. 

In 2010, 25-year-old Travis Outlaw, a good small forward, got a five-year deal for $35 million. In 

2015, Khris Middleton, a good small forward, got a five-year deal for $70 million. In 2010, the Hawks 

broke the bank to keep All-Star guardJoe Johnson, giving him $124 million over six years -- $20.6 million 

per season. In 2015, the Cavaliers broke the bank to keep star forward Kevin Love, giving him $113 

million over five years -- $22.6 million per season. 

There are people lining up to buy franchises, so if you don't like the system, you can sell your team. 

– A prominent, unnamed NBA agent 

Total player salaries have risen from approximately $2 billion in 2011, to $2.5 billion last season, and are 

expected to reach $3 billion by the 2016-17 season, the first year of the new TV deal. The cap has risen 

from $57.7 million in 2010 to $70 million in just five years. In 2016-17, the cap is projected to rise to $88 

million; in '17-'18, the projected cap is a staggering $108 million per team. (This is why LeBron 

James continues to sign one-year deals. If he is an unrestricted free agent in the summer of 2017, he can 

re-sign with the Cavaliers for five years and more than $200 million.) 

The league made so much money last season -- and that's (ital.)before(endital) the new TV money kicks 

in -- it had to write the players a check for more than $57 million, which the players then split amongst 

themselves. That was what the league owed the players after giving them their 50 percent of BRI for last 

season. The players can receive up to 51 percent of BRI in a given year if revenues exceed projections. 

When that happened last season, the league was on the hook for that $57 million. And 1/30th of the 

shortfall paid to the players is also added to the following season's salary cap, which is why there was an 

11th-hour bump of almost $2 million to next season's salary cap, raising it to $70 million. 

In addition, the players got back all of the escrow -- 10 percent of their combined salaries -- that they 

give annually to the owners in case revenues are less than expected. 

The huge increases in revenues came from spikes in the gate (around $100 million more in ticket sales 

than in 2013-14, according to a source), local television rights deals ($70 million more) and national TV 

increases ($20 million). The gate spikes were led by the Cavaliers, with James back in Cleveland, and the 

Hawks, whose surge to the top of the Eastern Conference standings led to a record number of Philips 

Arena sellouts. 

There's no reason to think Cleveland and Atlanta will take a step back in attendance in 2015-16. Despite 

caving on the court last season, the Knicks and Lakers still played to near-capacity crowds most of the 

season. New arenas are scheduled to open in Sacramento (2016) and in San Francisco (the Warriors in 

2018). (Milwaukee is still attempting to open its new arena in 2017 after a funding package from the 

state was approved in June, but one of the team's co-owners said last week that the arena was now 

likely to open in 2018.) 



 

 

 

The Clippers are negotiating a new local TV deal to replace the one that expires with Fox Sports Prime 

Ticket after next season. Whether they work out the numbers with Fox or go with another media entity, 

they'll get a huge increase. 

Point No. 3: Success of revenue sharing 

Leg No. 3 of the cart is the unbridled success of socialism at work that would make Bernie Sanders 

envious. 

I've said this before: the single best, and most honest, quote I've received from anybody about anything 

was from the late Art Modell, who owned the Cleveland Browns at the time, about why and how the 

NFL's financial model worked so well. 

"We're 30 (it was 30 teams at the time) fat-cat Republicans who vote Socialist," he said. 

He was referring to the NFL's vigorous revenue sharing program amongst its teams, which he was 

instrumental in creating in the 1960s, along with then-NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle, when Modell 

gave up the TV deal he had solely for his team with a regional sports network. Instead of each team 

making its own national television deals, the league negotiated a single national TV deal, and each team 

got an equal split of the revenues. 

Thirty-one of the NFL's teams also split gate receipts and merchandise sales -- the exception being the 

Dallas Cowboys, which keep their own revenues from the gate and merchandise, and don't receive their 

1/32nd of revenues from the league as a result. But that model has allowed the Green Bay Packers, the 

only publicly-owned franchise in U.S. pro sports, to not just survive but thrive in the NFL. (In the 2014-15 

season, Green Bay made an astronomical $226 million from the NFL's revenue sharing program.) 

The NBA has split its national TV revenues equally as well for decades. But it wasn't until 2011 that it 

made significant changes in its revenue-sharing program. 

The new program makes every team put 50 percent of its revenues into a pool. Each team is then 

allocated a share equivalent to the average team payroll from that season. Since national television 

money is split evenly, it's the local TV money that obviously gets redistributed from the haves to the 

have-nots. The Bucks, for example, will never get a local television deal for even a fraction of the $3 

billion over 20 years that the Lakers are getting from Time Warner Cable. That kind of financial 

advantage for L.A. would be devastating to teams like the Bucks without some kind of flattening 

mechanism. 

In the first full year of the plan, 2012-13, the Lakers contributed $45 million to the revenue sharing fund, 

with the Knicks adding $17 million. Meanwhile, the Hornets got $21 million in revenue sharing, and the 

Bucks received $17 million. More than $130 million was distributed; former commissioner David Stern 

said in 2012 that when the system was fully implemented, nearly $200 million would be in the program. 

Despite their league-leading outlay, the Lakers, I'm told, are in support of the current revenue sharing 

system. They understand the need for some level of revenue sharing in order to have competitive 

balance, and they aren't seeking substantial changes in the current system "because it's working," 

according to a league source. They have seen how revenue sharing has helped Memphis compete far 

into the playoffs, and helped Milwaukee score a highly sought after free agent this summer (Greg 

Monroe). 



 

 

 

That revenue sharing has made up for the reduction in luxury taxes, which was a major revenue sharing 

mechanism in previous years. The Nets cut their luxury tax payments last year, according to a source, 

down to $11 million, after spending more than $90 million in taxes in 2013-14. And they've already 

maneuvered to avoid paying any luxury tax for next season after buying out guard Deron Williams -- 

among other moves -- to get under the tax threshold for 2015-16. 

The revenue sharing and luxury taxes have stabilized most -- not all -- of the league's teams. In 2014, 

Grantland.com obtained the league's financials, which revealed nine teams lost money in 2013-14. The 

trend line seems to be going in the right direction, though Silver said in July that a "significant" number 

of teams lost money last season. 

Point No. 4: Success across the board 

At any rate, that brings us to Leg No. 4 of our Hope Wagon: Success. 

The league insisted during the lockout that it had to address the financial problems that it believed were 

impacting competitive balance. If we can get the cooperation of the players and owners to give more 

than they're giving, the league argued, more teams will have the opportunity to field competitive teams, 

and keep them competitive. 

It got what it wanted. No, every team isn't making money, but who said that was a condition of buying 

an NBA team? It is a business that requires good ownership, good management, good coaching and 

good players to succeed. Stern said in his last months as commissioner that he was getting more calls 

from more people who wanted to buy NBA teams than he ever had. Soon after Stern left office, Steve 

Ballmer's calls got through to Silver, to the tune of $2 billion for the Clippers. The Bucks sold for $550 

million in April of 2014. 

The system is working, for just about everyone. The economic pie continues to grow. Franchises are 

worth more than ever. Arenas are being built. People are lining up to buy teams. Recessions and other 

economic catastrophes are always possible, but if there is a lockout in 2017, in the current climate, the 

arguments will be harder to sustain. 

"They can't claim any of that," one of the big agents said. "Because if they claim that, there's one 

solution -- sell your team. There are people lining up to buy franchises, so if you don't like the system, 

you can sell your team." 

... AND NOBODY ASKED YOU, EITHER 

A changing of the forward? From Jalen Maiden: 

With the crazy numbers Russell Westbrook was putting up last year do you think there is any possibility 

this season that he surpasses Kevin Durant as the Thunder's alpha dog statistically? 

Russell Westbrook's Top 10 Plays From 2014-15 

Check out the top 10 plays from Russell Westbrook's 2014-15 NBA season! 

Can't write the possibility off completely, I guess. We don't yet know what rookie coach Billy Donovan's 

NBA offense will look like, though the guess is he'll at least try to get more movement and more shots 

for guys on the weakside. Durant may wind up taking fewer shots if it makes him more efficient. But that 



 

 

 

could be the case for Westbrook as well. I'm not saying they'll go down to 15 or 16 points a game, but 

it's possible that both of their scoring averages could dip a little. 

Science! From Noah Shatzer: 

How do you see the chemistry of the Clippers panning out this season? WillPaul Pierce be able to buffer 

having Lance Stephenson and Josh Smith on the team? Will Jamal Crawford finish the season with the 

team? 

After nearly losing DeAndre Jordan to the Mavs, I can't imagine things won't get better in that locker 

room this season. Born Ready is a handful, but Pierce has the gravitas of an NBA champion and soon-to-

be Hall of Famer. His word still carries far, and deep. Josh has never been as bad as he's occasionally 

portrayed. My guess is that Crawford gets dealt by the deadline, but I thought for sure he would have 

been traded by now. 

Is that light at the end of the tunnel ... or an oncoming train? From Nicholas Vaughn: 

What is the most success you think the Lakers can have this season? 

I think 35 wins is about the limit for expectations, Nicholas. If they were in the Eastern Conference, 

things would be different. But there's so few easy games in the Western Conference, even with the 

bottom-feeders. The talent level has been improved, to be sure, and they should win more than they did 

last season, certainly. But they're still a long way away from being a contender again. 

Send your questions, comments, criticisms and theories on what this means for the future of 

mankind to daldridgetnt@gmail.com. If your e-mail is sufficiently funny, thought-provoking, well-written 

or snarky, we just might publish it! 

BY THE NUMBERS 

$100,000,000 -- Estimated amount of the renovation to the Spurs' arena, AT&T Center. The fixes include 

removing all of the seats in the 18,581-seat building, putting in 14 new "theatre boxes" on the suite level 

and new LED lighting throughout the arena, including off the floor. The Spurs say everything will be 

finished in time for their regular season opener Oct. 30. 

$1,520,000 -- Amount below the salary cap "apron" maximum the Rockets now find themselves after 

signing second-round pick Montrezl Harrell to a three-year deal last week. The apron is a $4 million 

buffer above the luxury tax threshold (set, for 2015-16, at $84.7 million). Teams that are within or below 

the apron amount and use a cap exception to sign a player are "hard capped" for the following season, 

and cannot exceed the apron amount -- $88.7 million -- under any circumstances. They cannot use any 

other exceptions to sign players, and are limited to trades that do not take them above the apron. After 

signing Harrell, Houston's guaranteed team salary for next season is $87.18 million, according to 

BasketballInsiders.com. 

10 -- Games that Allen Iverson played in Turkey in 2011, the last of his career. Because of those games, it 

was believed that Iverson would not be eligible for induction into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall 

of Fame until 2017, after waiting the mandatory five-year period following his last game until he could 

be nominated, and then selected. But the Hall determined that those 10 games in Turkey would not be 

counted on Iverson's clock -- meaning, as far as the Hall is concerned, Iverson's career ended in 2010, 

when he played his last games in the NBA. Thus, Iverson can be nominated for the Hall this year, and be 

selected for the Class of 2016 next year. 



 

 

 

I'M FEELIN' ... 

1) Campsbegininaweek. Campsbegininaweek. Campsbegininaweek.Campsbegininaweek. 

Campsbegininaweek. Campsbegininaweek. 

2) Elena Della Donne, you are a worthy WNBA Most Valuable Player. Congratulations. 

3) And, congrats to Lithuania for its upset of Serbia Friday in the 2015 EuroBasket semifinals, which 

gives Lietuva a berth in the Olympics next summer. Spain, behind Pau Gasol's 40 points, also advanced 

to the Rio Games with an overtime win in the EuroBasket semis Thursday over France, which I 

understand was met with some skepticism by the latter. 

EuroBasket 2015 Recap 

This video is no longer available. We apologize for the inconvenience. 

3A) And what a performance from EuroBasket MVP Gasol: 25 points and 12 boards in Spain's Gold 

Medal-winning victory over Lithuania. That was not the Spain team that has been one of the world's 

best in international play the last several years, and Gasol put the team on his back. 

4) Tremendous storytelling by ESPN.com's Jerry Bembry, on another horrific murder in Chicago -- a 15-

year-old boy named Demario Bailey. He has a name. They all do. 

5) Cool photo. 

NOT FEELIN'... 

1) Tristan Thompson will sign something in the next week to play next season in Cleveland. But it's 

hard to see how the two sides can make up the distance between them in the next few days if 

Thompson continues to seek a max deal. And if he signs a one-year deal that would make him an 

unrestricted free agent next summer, he would jump to the front of the line as one of the big targets for 

teams that won't get audiences with the biggest fish. 

2) This did not go as planned. 

3) Look, detailing what goes on between players and agents is like watching sausage being made -- 

you'd rather not. Just unfortunate that the Warriors' Harrison Barnes parted ways with Jeff Wechsler -- 

who is one of the guys that isn't a self-promoter, doesn't poach other players and is a fierce advocate for 

his players. It's not like Barnes doesn't have good endorsements and wasn't going to get an extension 

before the deadline for 2012 Draftees -- he does, and he will. Everyone has a reason for everything they 

do, but there are people at the ends of those decisions. 

Q & A: ASHLEY MADISON 

The late, great film critic Roger Ebert loved to tell the story of an incident he once witnessed in an 

elevator between the comedian, writer and director Mel Brooks and an unhappy patron -- a woman who 

had seen Brooks' film The Producers. "Your film was nothing but vulgar," the woman said. "Madam," 

Brooks replied, after a pause, "my film rises below vulgarity." 

Indeed, good taste is in the eye of the beholder -- a comedy about two men who write a musical play 

celebrating Hitler hoping it would flop so they could pocket the seed money invested in the show is not 



 

 

 

for everyone. (The twist of The Producers, of course, is that the play becomes a huge hit.) Nor is a 

website that promotes marital infidelity. 

Yet tens of millions of people were reportedly members of the AshleyMadison.com, which is in the 

business of connecting married men and women who want to have affairs. That site was in the news last 

month when hackers breached the site and downloaded the names and credit card info of millions of 

users of the site, and then published the names. A lot of marriages and relationships were no doubt 

thrown into turmoil. 

So, the notion of using the notoriety of that hack to sell tickets to NBA games could be viewed by some 

as, at least, in questionable taste. But the Atlanta Hawks did so anyway. The team found three people 

with the actual name Ashley Madison -- two female, one male -- and are starring them in a series of 

digital ads promoting the team's 10-game season ticket plan, along with the team's mascot, Harry the 

Hawk. The first came out last week. The team says the ad campaign is marketed for the younger fans it 

has been targeting harder in the last year, as it seeks to expand its base. Is it in poor taste? There is no 

point in my telling you what I think; judge for yourself. But Ashley Madison -- a 21-year-old receptionist 

at a primary care practice about half an hour from Atlanta -- went along with the joke, and filmed the 

first ad. 

Me: Are you a basketball fan? 

Ashley Madison: I am not a huge basketball fan. However, we did just move here from Maryland. My 

family down here is huge Hawks fans. So I think we're going to inherit that. 

Me: How did they contact you? 

AM: The Hawks found me through social media, actually, just looking for Ashley Madisons. And I guess 

that's how they found my handle. 

Me: Anything you recall about that? 

AM: I was apprehensive when I was reached out to. I was like, am I gonna get killed? 'Cause they 

obviously reached out to me online. I was like, it's probably some weird guy. I don't know what to do. So 

my boyfriend and my daughter drove me down to Atlanta, to the Philips Arena, just to make sure I 

wasn't going to get killed. They made me feel at home. It was cool. But I was really nervous going down 

there. When I typed the response back I was like 'is this legit? Am I going to get murdered?' 

Me: When they explained the idea for the commercial to you, what was your first thought? 

AM: I thought it was really funny. That's why I jumped onboard, because I thought it was hysterical. 

Me: Had you done any kind of commercials before? 

AM: No, not at all. A few modeling jobs on the side as a teenager, but nothing, no filming, ever. 

Me: So, when you explained what you'd be doing to your friends and family, what was their reaction? 

AM: I actually couldn't say anything. I signed a non-disclosure agreement. So I just let them know that I 

was going to be in a commercial, and that it would be out. When it was released (Friday), my family 

thought it was so funny. They were blowing up my phone. Which is funny, because I didn't think they 

would actually see it, because they live in Maryland -- half of my family lives in Maryland, and the other 



 

 

 

half is down here. But the people in Maryland were calling me, like 'oh, my God, this is so funny.' I'm 

really glad they saw the humor in it. 

Me: How long did it take to shoot the commercial? 

AM: It was about an hour. I went down to Atlanta twice. I'm pregnant, so it was hard to get that in 

between work and my doctor's appointments -- 

Me: Wait; you're pregnant? 

AM: Yes, I'm nine months pregnant. I'm just about to deliver any day now. 

Me: Well, that adds a twist to the commercial, doesn't it? 

AM: That's why we shot from the shoulders up, if you take a close look at the commercial. 

Me: Did it feel natural to say the lines? 

AM: It was just reading, basically. We had so much fun. The film crew made me feel really relaxed, it was 

awesome about it. I didn't feel nervous at all, which was cool. 

Me: Was Harry actually there with you? 

AM: He was. We filmed at different times. So I was first, and he was second. But I did get to meet him. It 

was really cool. 

Me: I'm sure you understand that there may be people who don't see the humor in this, given what's 

going on with the Ashley Madison website. Did that give you any pause? 

AM: No. The Hawks and I definitely do not condone adultery in any way. The campaign itself was just so 

funny. There was no hangups for me at all. The majority of people, if you take a census, it's like 80 

percent of it is positive, and then the other 20 percent is like, oh, it's bad. But most of everyone sees the 

humor, making fun of a not-so-funny situation. 

Me: I would imagine the last few weeks have been kind of weird, even before you agreed to do the 

commercial, with your "name" all over the place. Any double takes or funny looks when you tell people 

your name? 

AM: Definitely. When the site first came out, I was in high school. One of the teachers said something to 

me about it, and that was the last time I heard of Ashley Madison, and I just dropped it from there. And 

then working with the public, if I ever tell them my name or anything, they're like 'are you serious? 

That's really funny; there's a cheating website called that.' I'm like, yeah, I know. It was really weird to 

find out my name was a cheating website for married people. 

Me: Have you met either of the other Ashley Madisons that are going to be in the other commercials? 

AM: I haven't. I wasn't aware. I actually read that yesterday, and I was going to ask them about that. 

Me: Did they give you a 10-game plan? 

AM: Yes! I did get a flex plan. And we're really excited about it, 'cause we're new to Atlanta, so we can 

go do some stuff now down here. 



 

 

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

-- Hornets forward Michael-Kidd Gilchrist (@MKG14), making his new teammate, Jeremy Lin (@jlin7), 

produce some ID before letting him into the team's practice facility. Lin, of course, had joked last week 

that he couldn't get into the facility because the security guard didn't believe he was a player. 

THEY SAID IT 

"He did it his own way. You have to compare him to Frank Sinatra, a guy who did it his own way and in 

the process, changed everything. Moses wasn't the smoothest. He wasn't the most articulate. There's a 

short list of things he wasn't and a long list of things that he was." 

-- Julius Erving, per the Houston Chronicle, at the memorial service in Houston on Saturday for Moses 

Malone, who died Sept. 20 in Virginia at age 60 from cardiovascular disease. More than 1,200 people 

came to the service Saturday at Lakewood Church -- the former site of The Summit, the old arena where 

Malone played for the Rockets from 1976-82, including a Finals appearance in 1981. 

"You can live in a nice, three-bedroom condo with all that in Dallas for like two thousand bucks. Three 

bedroom, three-bathroom in New York, you're paying eight grand. It's ridiculous." 

--Nets rookie Rondae Hollis-Jefferson, to the Wall Street Journal, telling the paper that he is considering 

moving to Brooklyn in order to keep down the costs of living in Gotham. 

"Give me the best players, and give me a great coach, and we'll beat these analytically-based 

organizations all the time. And I know they have their role. I know they have their place in basketball. But 

I see a lot of teams that follow that line, and I don't see a lot of success there." 

-- Jerry West, during a Sirius/XM Radio interview Friday. We're sure that The Logo, a senior advisor for 

the Warriors, is aware that Golden State is considered an "analytically-based organization" by many 

around the league, and that the Warriors certainly play like a team that values the kinds of numbers the 

advanced-stats community holds dear, and that every team in the league now uses analytics/advanced 

stats to some degree. But if he thinks they're still Old Skool, well, who are we to argue with The Logo? 

 

 

  


