
 

 

 

4. Budenholzer, Wilcox promotions 

With Ferry gone, the Hawks started rebuilding their basketball operations staff with two promotions on 

June 30. Head coach Mike Budenholzer, the reigning NBA Coach of the Year, was elevated to President 

of Basketball Operations/Head Coach. Wes Wilcox, the assistant under Ferry, was promoted to General 

Manager. 

5. Millsap stays, Carroll goes 

The Hawks hit free agency on July 1 with two starters as unrestricted free agents. Paul Millsap would re-

sign to a three-year, $59 million deal. That left no money for the team to retain DeMarre Carroll, who 

would sign a four-year, $60 million contract with the Raptors. There were other roster changes as Elton 

Brand and John Jenkins were not retained and Pero Antic returned to play in Europe. The Hawks traded 

for Tiago Splitter, obtained Tim Hardaway Jr. in a draft-night trade, signed Justin Holiday in free agency 

and signed former second-round pick Edy Tavares. Veteran Jason Richardson, former second-round pick 

Lamar Patterson and undrafted free agent Terran Petteway will compete in training camp for a possible 

roster spot. 

6. Front office makeover 

The team has yet to announce several other hires to its basketball operations staff under Budenholzer 

and Wilcox. The AJC reported on Aug. 1 that the team has brought aboard Michael Blackstone as 

assistant general manager and John Treloar as director of player personnel and the promoted of Jeff 

Peterson to director of scouting. There will be several other lesser changes to the management staff. 

7. Executive makeover 

The Hawks announced two changes to its executive management on Aug. 4 with the hiring of Andrew 

Saltzman as Executive Vice President and Chief Revenue Officer and the moving of Andrew Steinberg to 

a newly created position of Executive Vice President and Chief Business Officer. Steinberg’s position will 

be tasked with several projects including a new practice facility, reimaging of Philips Arena and pursuing 

an NBA Development League franchise as a Hawks affiliate. Several months after the controversy, the 

Hawks hired Nazinga Shaw as Chief Diversity Officer. 

8. Athletic performance makeover 

On Aug. 26, the AJC reported changes to the team’s athletic performance staff with the hirings of Keke 

Lyles and executive director, Art Horne as head trainer and Michael Roncarati as director of 

rehabilitation. Lyles and Roncarati joined the team from the NBA champion Warriors. Two days later, 

the team announced the changes that included Chris Chase as Athletic Performance Coach and that 

Scottie Parker would remain as an assistant trainer. 

 


