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Alum Promoted to GM of NBA’s Atlanta Hawks 

 

By Mirin Fader 

 

Wes Wilcox, a Cal State Fullerton alum, was recently promoted to general manager of the NBA’s Atlanta 

Hawks. He served the last three seasons as Atlanta’s assistant general manager. His 14-year NBA career 

includes stops with the Miami Heat, New Orleans Pelicans and Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Growing up in La Habra, Wilcox aspired to be a college basketball coach. 

“I got the basketball bug very, very early,” Wilcox said in a phone interview. Though he desired to 

diagram plays on a clipboard at the end of the game, he wanted to be a player first. He helped St. Paul 

High School to a CIF Championship in 1997 and had an opportunity to play at Whittier College. 

Yet he decided to jump into coaching instead, inspired by a coaching clinic he attended at UCLA where 

legendary Bruin coach John Wooden spoke. Wilcox coached at St. Paul High School and Orange High 

School in addition to working camps all over the country at various colleges and universities, building 

relationships, learning strategy and honing his coaching skills. Meanwhile, he transferred from Whittier 

to Purdue University (sophomore year) to Cal Poly Pomona (junior year), and finally, to Cal State 

Fullerton (senior year). 

Wilcox relished his role as manager for Fullerton’s men’s basketball team from 2000-01. The school was 

two miles from his home and the school’s coach, Donny Daniels, gave him a hands-on experience that 

taught him how a Division I basketball program worked. 

“Coach Daniels was fantastic about including people and providing opportunity,” Wilcox said. “He was 

really the first person who provided me with a real opportunity to do a lot, to learn.” 

Wilcox broke into the NBA soon thereafter, accepting an internship with the Miami Heat’s 

scouting/video department in 2001-02, before moving to New Orleans as the team’s video coordinator 

in ’02-03. 

Wilcox continued to advance, joining the Cavaliers in 2003. He held the roles of advance scout, college 

scout, pro personnel scout and assistant coach before his promotion to director of player personnel. He 

also served as the first general manager of the club’s NBA Development League team, the Canton 

Charge. 

Wilcox’s passion for basketball will continue to fuel him in his new role as GM for a Hawks organization 

that finished with a franchise-record 60-22 in 2014-15. 

“I love basketball. The game has been great to my family, the game has been great to me,” he 

continued. “I can’t tell you how humbled I am to be working with these players, to be working at this 

level. The opportunity to help build a staff and run an organization is really unique and a special thing.” 

How to break into the sports industry: Atlanta Hawks general manager Wes Wilcox offers advice for 

up-and-comers: 

“Early on I would say find like-minded people. So personally for me, that was coaching basketball camps. 

As early as you can, get in the mix, get in a group of people who want to do similar things, because you’ll 



 

 

 

start to build a network of relationships but you’ll also just learn a great deal as other people are trying 

to navigate the complexities of the world that you want to be a part of. That’s No. 1. 

“Certainly the fundamentals of success really in any business are the same: you got to have an idea of 

who you are as a human and your strengths and weaknesses; you got to be open to coaching or 

mentorship; you got to work really, really hard and you better love it, because when the work gets really 

hard or the stress gets very intense, then if you don’t love it, you’re probably not going to do it, you’re 

probably going to stop. 

“Just know that this profession, specifically sports, is going to test your patience. It’s going to test your 

humility, it’s going to test your resolve, and the key is finding a way to differentiate yourself from the 

rest of the group. I think you can do that through the mentality of service and presenting yourself in a 

way that can help.” 


