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Teague continues his assists - to Hughes Spalding Hospital 

By Chris Vivlamore 

It started with a trip to Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. 

Jeff Teague just wanted to visit hospitalized children to spread a little cheer last summer. He and the 

hospital got a whole lot more. 

The Hawks guard felt compelled to donate $20 for each assist he had the previous season, a sum of 

$11,260. He felt he could do more. Teague and the hospital set up a program where he would match the 

figure again this year and challenge others to do the same. Those who matched his $20 per assist total 

would be All-Star sponsors. Others could give $2 per assist for $1,126 as Teammate sponsors. The 

money benefits the Hughes Spalding Hospital, according to a hospital spokesperson. 

 “I went on a visit to Children’s to try to give the kids a little inspiration,” Teague said recently. “They go 

through a lot. I wanted to go there, see the kids, interact with them and have them interact with me. 

When I got there, I was touched. I wanted to do whatever I could to help out. That’s when we came up 

with the program.” 

The giving will culminate with Teague’s inaugural Hoops for Hughes dinner on Saturday, Aug. 15 at 

Maggiano’s Buckhead. The event will feature a dinner, question and answer session, photographs with 

Teague and more for those who gave this year. 

“When I met Jeff Teague of the Atlanta Hawks during a recent visit to Hughes Spalding, his 

thoughtfulness, kindness and compassion impressed me even more than him being a young basketball 

superstar,” said Julia Jones, Vice President Operations at Hughes Spalding. “His sensitivity towards the 

children we care for and his concern for their needs was very genuine. He seemed truly interested in 

gaining a greater understanding of the important work that is being done at Hughes Spalding and 

committed to supporting that work in every way he can.” 

Teague said the Atlanta Hawks also donated to the cause. 

There are plans to continue the program next year – and for years to come. Teague finished last season 

with 620 assists in the regular season and playoffs combined. He finished 10th in the NBA in regular-

season assists with 513 and added 107 more in the postseason. His donation will be $12,400 dollars. He 

will ask others to match or give $1,260 at $2 per assist. 

“I just wanted to give back,” Teague said. “I didn’t think it would grow into something like this. It’s a 

beautiful thing. At first it was just something I wanted to do from my heart. I just wanted to give back. 

Now, it’s grown into something beautiful and large.” 

Hughes Spalding was opened in 1952 and today cares for more than 75,000 patients annually. It has a 

primary clinic, emergency department and several specialty clinics. 

“Whatever they need the money for, I’m all for it,” Teague said. “I’ve been there. They are good people. 

I know they are going to use the money where it needs to be. I’m going to continue this for the rest of 

my career.” 


