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Kent Bazemore’s NBA Odyssey 

By Brian Parsons 

KELFORD, NC (WAVY) — Down south in rural North Carolina, Kent Bazemore is in his element, working 

with more than 100 kids at a basketball camp at his old high school in Bertie County. 

“People here, they keep in touch, they keep track,” Bazemore said. “They tell me the kids love me, it 

helps me go, it’s a part of why I do what I do, to come back and give back and get a turnout with 120 

kids is a blessing.” 

For four years, Bazemore’s high flying dunks made him a crowd favorite, but before his senior season, 

he got a DUI and missed a court date. He was arrested by Virginia Beach police before a post season 

game at the Ted Constant Center, he never played another college game. 

“I’m out there in warm ups, I’m feeling great, shooting from the hash marks, dunking, I’m feeling great,” 

Bazemore said of the night of his arrest. “A lot of people say the end of a career is an injury that 

happens. I got arrested, I sat down there in Virginia Beach, my ankles still taped, my jeresy on, my 

compression shorts on. “When you go through depths like that and climb out of it and even talk about it, 

it just says who you are as a person, I’m super open about it, it helped me.” 

Bazemore was undrafted, and did not play particulaly well at the PIT. 

“I didn’t know how to be in the media with something negative like that, every meeting you sit in with a 

team, they ask you about it, they ask you if you drink, if you party, asking all these things to see who I 

am as a person, I really think that DUI hurt my way into the NBA.” 

But Bazemore got his shot. The Golden State Warriors picked him up. He was then traded to the Lakers 

and then signed a 2-year, 4 million dollar contract with the Atlanta Hawks, Kent Bazemore made it. 

“It’s every kids dream to be in the NBA, to be among the best everyday on the grand stage, I don’t know 

what to say other than it’s great.” 

Bazemore is hosing a basketball camp at Norfolk Collegiate Friday through Sunday and he has a golf 

tournament planned for Tuesday at The Signature at West Neck in Virginia Beach on Tuesday. 

 

  


