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HAWKS SIGN WALTER “EDY” TAVARES 
 

ATLANTA, GA — The Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club has signed center Walter “Edy” Tavares, it was announced today by 

President of Basketball Operations/Head Coach Mike Budenholzer. Per team policy, terms of the agreement were not 

announced.  

 

Tavares, a 7-foot-3, 260-pound center, was selected 43
rd

 overall by the Hawks in the 2014 NBA Draft. The 23-year-old 

has played professionally in Spain for the past five seasons, most recently with Gran Canaria of the Spanish ACB league 

(2012-15). He averaged 8.3 points, 7.9 rebounds and 1.8 blocks in 22.1 minutes in 57 total games (.635 FG%, .653 FT%) 

during the 2014-15 ACB league season and Eurocup competition. Tavares led the ACB league in rebounds (274) and 

blocks (60) in the 2014-15 season. He was named to the 2014-15 All-Eurocup First Team, as well as being named weekly 

MVP twice. With Tavares starting at center, Gran Canaria went 22-1 in Eurocup play and reached the Eurocup final for 

the first time in club history. 

 

“We followed Edy closely the past two seasons with Gran Canaria and are excited to officially have Edy as a member of 

our team. We would like to thank the coaches and executives of Gran Canaria as they played a significant role in Edy’s 

development and we look forward to continuing his improvement in our player development program,” Budenholzer 

said. 

 

Prior to joining Gran Canaria full time, Tavares played for Gran Canaria’s youth team in the Spanish EBA league (2009-11) 

and Union Baloncesto La Palma of the LEB Silver league (2011-12).  

 

Tavares was born in Maio, Sotovento, Cape Verde on March 22, 1992. He is the first Cape Verdean native to be drafted 

or sign a contract to play in the NBA. 

 

He is currently participating as a member of the Hawks’ 2015 Las Vegas Summer League team and will wear uniform No. 

22. 
 

# TruetoAtlanta # 
 

With a bold identity and strong new ownership, the Atlanta Hawks Basketball Club and Philips Arena remain committed to making 

Atlantans proud on the court and off. The 2014-15 Southeast Division Champions, the Hawks have made the postseason in eight 

consecutive seasons and reached the Eastern Conference Finals for the first time in franchise history in 2015. Off the court, the 

organization has built a culture of inclusion, diversity and innovation, all with a touch of Southern Hospitality. It continues into the 

community where the organization builds bridges through basketball, whether by constructing and refurbishing courts in Atlanta 

neighborhoods, providing scholarships to our basketball camps, or surprising and delighting our fans with unique Atlanta Hawks 

experiences. Atlanta Hawks Membership, which includes your seat for every home game for the 2015-16 regular season games, is on 

sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on to 

www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
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