
Edy Tavares, Atlanta Hawks (No. 43 pick in 2014 Draft) 
Mike Muscala was a double major at Bucknell -- typical Patriot League academic 

underachiever. Thankfully for the Hawks, one of his majors was Spanish, and he played 

in Spain for part of his rookie season in the powerful ACB League. 

"You don't really get good at it until you get immersed," Muscala said last week. "Living 

in Spain helped a lot." 

But Muscala's multilingual background has helped him communicate in Vegas with his 

teammate Edy Tavares, the Cape Verdian who has lived and played in Spain for the last 

several years, most recently for Gran Canaria. In Vegas, the 23-year-old Tavares showed 

some of his great defensive potential, including a five-block performance on Wednesday 

against Miami. 

Oop to Edy 
Lamar Patterson tosses the alley-oop to Edy Tavares for the two-handed smash. 

Like Muscala, Tavares has led the ACB in rebounding. Unlike Muscala, Tavares is a 7-

foot-3 giant with a 7-foot-9 wingspan whose potential makes him a keeper in the Atlanta 

organization for the foreseeable future. Unless something really bad happens to the 

Hawks' frontcourt, though, Tavares likely won't be getting much time at Philips Arena 

this season. 

"Someone on our team said this is going to be like a redshirt year for him," said Hawks 

assistant coach Ken Atkinson, who ran Atlanta's team here. "We need to get him up to 

speed. He's got to get a little better physically, obviously, and we can help him with that. 

Player development, I think we can help him progress a little. Right now, he's not ready 

to step in and play 25 minutes." 

But the Hawks believe in Tavares' character, and his story -- working at his mother's 

store in Cape Verde, not playing basketball until he was 17, but picking up the game 

incredibly quickly once he started. And they believe, with some justification, that their 

player development program will, in time, get Tavares ready to be a part of their 

rotation. 



The Hawks' 60-win regular season and run to the Eastern Conference finals showed 

their mental toughness, but the series with the Cavaliers exposed some of their 

weaknesses. Despite having All-Star big men in Al Horford and Paul Millsap, Atlanta 

was dominated up front by Cleveland's Tristan Thompson andTimofey Mozgov. The 

Hawks needed to get bigger and more physical. 

The Hawks solved part of the problem by acquiring Tiago Splitter from the Spurs earlier 

this month. Splitter's familiarity with Mike Budenholzer from their San Antonio days 

together will make his transition quicker, giving Budenholzer some options -- including 

Muscala, who played big and effective minutes in the first two rounds -- while giving 

Tavares more time to get used to the NBA game. 

When the game is played in the halfcourt, Tavares could be effective on defense, even 

now. He's a quick study and he covers so much ground. But we all know the way the 

NBA game is going. 

"That's going to be the big question -- can he keep up with the pace?," Atkinson said. 

"The European game's so different, a lot of set plays, a lot of halfcourt sets. I thought it's 

gone from 'Oh, my gosh, I'm worried,' to this game, like, man. He's understanding the 

pace of the game. I think the other key is, is he going to be able to play pick-and-roll 

defense in this league? 'Cause you look at the other coach, and he's going, 'Let's get Edy 

in pick-and-roll.' I think he's capable. I think he's doing a better job. And the other thing 

is going to be fouling. Can he understand, protect the rim without fouling? That's going 

to be huge." 
 


