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Bob Kauffman remembered for 'larger than life' presence around Brookwood hoops community 

By David Friedlander  

Standing 6-foot-8 and tipping the scales at 240 pounds during his days as a professional basketball 

player, it’s easy to understand how Bob Kauffman could be described as being “larger than life.” 

That is how the former three-time NBA All-Star and longtime Lilburn resident, who passed away 

Saturday at the age of 69, is being remembered. 

Kauffman always was a noticeable presence, whether it was on the court during his seven-year NBA 

career, his stints as an NBA executive or as the father of one of the most prominent families in the 

history of Gwinnett County high school basketball. 

“It kind of became a little bit of a joke that he was always the loudest person in the gym,” said Carey 

Kauffman, the second of Kauffman’s four daughters who each played a major role in helping build 

Brookwood’s girls program into a Gwinnett County and Georgia powerhouse during the 1980s and ’90s. 

“Everyone knew where he was sitting.” 

But that prominence in the gym never became overbearing to his daughters, all of whom went on to 

star at Brookwood before going on to play college basketball — eldest Lara and third daughter Joannah 

Kauffman-Mackenny at Georgia Tech, Carey at Duke and youngest Kate Kauffman-Wright at Clayton 

State. 

“Early on, he gave us all a lot of room and didn’t really force (basketball) on us,” Lara Kauffman said. 

“Once I started playing, I guess it became something all of us did.” 

Kauffman was also a large, and welcome, presence around not only the Broncos’ basketball program, 

but all of the Brookwood community, during the years his daughters attended the Snellville school. 

“The thing I remember most about Bob and his wife Judy were that they raised four great children,” said 

former Brookwood girls coach Ron Thomas, who ended his long coaching career this past spring after 

coaching Athens Christian’s girls team the past three seasons. “His kids were all exceptional young 

ladies, and that’s a tribute to him and his wife. … Something I’ll always remember about Bob was that 

while sometimes as a parent you can get caught up in just your kids, he truly cared about the other kids 

in the program. He had a kind heart and always cared about other people. 

“He never interfered (in the program). He was always professional. … He was a Brookwood guy through 

and through. He was just a fun guy. … It probably wasn’t easy sometimes having a crazy guy like me 

coaching his daughters.” 

His strong relationship at Brookwood also carried over to the boys program, headed at the time by Eddie 

Martin, who began his long and successful career with the Broncos before moving on to Norcross, 

Greater Atlanta Christian and most recently Buford. 

“The thing he and I used to joke about was that he didn’t have any sons for me to coach,” Martin said. 

“But he spent a lot of time over there at the school, and not just with the basketball programs. He was 

just so positive. I have a lot of good memories of him and he was such a great friend to myself, as well as 

the (Brookwood) basketball programs.” 



 

 

 

Robert Alan Kauffman was born July 13, 1946 in Brooklyn, N.Y., to the late LeRoy and Anne Kauffman of 

Scarsdale, N.Y., and it wasn’t long before basketball became a major part of his life. 

He starred at Scarsdale High School before going on to Guilford College in North Carolina, where he 

earned NAIA All-American honors in three different seasons for the Quakers, and set 12 different school 

records that still stand. 

The Seattle Supersonics made him the No. 3 overall pick in the first round of the 1968 NBA Draft, 

beginning a seven-year playing career with the SuperSonics, Chicago Bulls, Buffalo Braves and Atlanta 

Hawks, during which he averaged 11.5 points, 7.0 rebounds and 2.7 assists per game and was named to 

the All-Star game in three straight seasons. 

He then moved on to the front office, serving as the Hawks assistant general manager for two seasons 

before moving on to Detroit, where he was the Pistons’ general manager and took over as head coach 

midway through the 1977-78 season before stepping down from both posts at the end of the campaign. 

Kauffman was inducted into Guilford College’s Athletics Hall of Fame, and his jersey No. 44 was retired 

in 2009. 

He is survived by his wife Judy, his daughters and their husbands Matt Collins (Lara), Todd McGuire 

(Carey), Matt Mackenny (Joannah) and Josh Wright (Kate), and ten grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his brother, Kenneth, and grandson, Conor McGuire. 

Visitation is scheduled for Friday from 6-8 p.m. at Tom M. Wages Funeral Home in Snellville. A 

Celebration of Life service will be Saturday at 4 p.m. at Calvary Chapel in Lilburn. Those who so desire 

may make memorial donations to SpecialOlympics.org or PCDFoundation.org. 

 

  


