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Q&A: Dominique Wilkins talks Hawks, hardest player he had to guard 

By Ananth Pandian 

Coming off an Eastern Conference Finals appearance and ready to start next season with new, brightly 

colored uniforms, the Atlanta Hawks are soaring high. The last time the Hawks' outlook was so bright 

was during the late '80s and early '90s when they were led by Hall-of-Famer Dominique Wilkins. 

Atlanta's Air Force was not going to be stopped. 

After officially retiring from the NBA in 1999, Wilkins moved to a front office role with the Hawks in 

2004, serving as the team's Vice President of Basketball and color analyst. The Hawks retired his #21 

jersey in 2001 and last March, the team unveiled a statue of Wilkins in front of Philips Arena. 

The statue serves as a monument to Wilkins' career as the greatest player to ever wear a Hawks uniform 

but also as a testament to his work in Atlanta's community. His charitable work is why Allstate selected 

Wilkins to help announce their third annual Champions for Good award. Allstate's Champions for Good 

campaign honors "inspiring individuals" like Wilkins who have encouraged "others to give back in their 

own communities." 

Wilkins spoke with CBSSports.com about the person that inspired him the most, his expectations for the 

Hawks next season and repeating as Shooting Stars champ with Chris Bosh and Swin Cash at All-Star 

weekend. 

CBSSports.com: The Champions for Good award highlights inspirational people, who inspired you 

growing up? 

Dominique Wilkins: It was a little different when I grew up because we had to have people we idolized. 

People we looked up to. And the guy I looked up to was Dr. J. He wasn't just an iconic figure on the floor, 

he was also an iconic figure off the floor for what he did in the community. That's who I try to pattern 

myself after. 

CBSSports.com: Brian Hanlon sculpted your statue outside Phillips Arena. Brian has talked a lot about 

the special bond you two share. How happy are you that both of your visions were able to be fulfilled? 

Wilkins: I love Brian, man. We talked about this nine years ago and he was committed on the vision that 

he had for doing the Dominique Wilkins statue. I can't be more happy, thrilled and proud of what he 

created. 

CBSSports.com: Have you gotten tired of looking at the statue? 

Wilkins: I never get tired of looking at it. I ride by sometimes at night or during the day if I'm out and 

about. I look and think, okay there I am, keeping an eye on everything that is going down in the street 

(laughs). 

CBSSports.com: What are your expectations for the Hawks next season? 

Wilkins: Just trying to duplicate some of the things we did last year and build on our success. Of course, 

we are going to miss DeMarre (Carroll), but we've gotten bigger and we got some good young players. 

We are going to be a pretty good team. 



 

 

 

CBSSports.com: Do you like the new Hawks' uniforms? 

Wilkins: They are very nice. I'm still taking some time getting used to them because I've been used to 

certain colors for my whole career. But change is good and sometimes you gotta have some change to 

bring a breath of fresh air to the organization. 

CBSSports.com: Will you be teaming up with Chris Bosh and Swin Cash again to win your fourth straight 

Shooting Stars title? 

Wilkins: I haven't decided yet but probably. More than likely it will happen though since I will be at All-

Star weekend again. It's fun to take part in All-Star weekend. 

CBSSports.com: Have you guys developed a strategy on how to easily win the event? 

Wilkins: We talk right before the event starts. That's about it, we wing it. (Laughs) 

CBSSports.com: You played on Dream Team II, do you feel like that team has been overlooked? Some 

critics have called the team arrogant or cocky. 

Wilkins: Look at that team, man. You tell me if you think they were overlooked. There are so many Hall 

of Famers on that team. If the arrogance comes from the attitude on winning, then I'll buy that. As far as 

guys, that was a great group of guys. We had fun together, there wasn't an arrogant guy on that team. 

CBSSports.com: The NBPA recently held their first-ever Players Awards, and one of the award categories 

was Hardest to Guard. Thinking back to your playing days, who would you give that award to? 

Wilkins: I would say Bernard King. You couldn't stop him, period. I never feared any guy but he was the 

only guy that made me nervous. 

CBSSports.com: Another award they gave out was Player You Secretly Wish was On Your Team. Who 

would you give that to? 

Wilkins: That's an easy one, you could flip a coin on what guys you would love to play with from my era. 

Michael Jordan is on top of the list -- Magic Johnson, Karl Malone, Clyde Drexler, Hakeem Olajuwon, 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. With any one of those guys I would've won a championship. 


