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Danny Ferry's comments about Deng not motivated by racial bias, probe finds 

By Jeff Zillgitt  

One-time Atlanta Hawks general manager Danny Ferry's comments about Luol Deng last July were not 

motivated by "racial, ethnic, or country of origination bias or animus," according to an independent 

investigation. 

The investigation was conducted by the law firm Alston and Bird LLP and led by attorney Bernard Taylor. 

In a letter obtained by USA TODAY Sports, Taylor wrote to Ferry that "the facts indicated that you 

repeated comments that were not your own about Mr. Deng from a scouting report during the call, and 

there was no evidence to indicate that during the call you acted in a manner motivated by negative bias 

toward Mr. Deng, his race or his country or origin. In fact, you strongly recommended Luol Deng and 

attempted to sign him for the team." 

Investigators combed through more than 24,000 documents, including all of Ferry's work emails, 

interviewed 19 witnesses and scoured background materials on free agency discussions of Deng and 

other players.  

On Friday, Ferry and the Hawks reached an agreement on a buyout, a person familiar with the situation 

told USA TODAY Sports. 

The person requested anonymity because he was not authorized to speak publicly until the team 

announced the buyout. 

Ferry has been on an indefinite leave of absence since a transcript and audio recording of him making 

racially and culturally insensitive comments about Deng were leaked in September. Using information 

culled from an outside source on Deng, Ferry said Deng "is a good guy overall. But he's not perfect. He's 

some African in him. And I don't say that in a bad way other than ... he has a storefront out front that's 

beautiful and great but he may be selling some counterfeit stuff behind you." 

The full recording of the meeting on prospective free agents has not been made available even though 

the NBA requested it. According to multiple people, that was one snippet of the discussion on Deng, and 

the remainder of dialogue and scouting report on Deng was positive. 

It didn't help Ferry, who is close to co-owner Bruce Levenson, that he was in the middle of an ownership 

fight between Levenson and co-owner Michael Gearon, Jr.  

In a letter written by co-owner Todd Foreman and dated June 19, Foreman said "at the heart of this 

dispute was an unfortunate disagreement amongst owners." 

That disagreement led to the release of a racially insensitive email written by Levenson, who promised 

last summer to sell the Hawks. In April, the Hawks ownership group agreed to sell the team for $850 

million to a group led by billionaire Tony Ressler. Former NBA player Grant Hill is also part of the new 

group, and the sale of the team is expected to be approved by NBA owners on Wednesday. 

In Foreman's note to Ferry on company letterhead, he wrote to Ferry: "We also thank you for your 

patience and perseverance during the 2014-15 season, and wish to make clear that we wholeheartedly 



 

 

 

denounce any accusation or implication that you acted with racial bias while carrying out your duties as 

Hawks General Manager and you always exercised leadership with unfailing integrity and 

professionalism." 

  


