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John Wall’s left hand injury could cost the Wizards in series vs. Hawks 

By Michael Lee 

ATLANTA — The swelling on his left hand was so extreme that when John Wall attempted to dribble a 

basketball in the locker room Tuesday night, it felt as if he was trying to grip it with a catcher’s mitt. Wall 

couldn’t control the one object he has mastered like a sorcerer, and the timing only heightened his 

frustration. His usual pregame routine takes about 15 minutes, but he only needed the time it took to 

walk on the court to know that no amount of bravado or defiance could prevent the inevitable: The man 

who hates to sit had to surrender at a critical time for his franchise. 

“I play through any type of pain. It was just a pain where I felt like I couldn’t control the ball and do what 

I can to help my team,” a flustered Wall said. “There is no point. I didn’t want to go out there and have 

100 turnovers. It would’ve been a waste of time.” 

The Wizards had better hope that Wall only has a “really bad sprain” — as he repeatedly said — and 

that the swelling reaches a tolerable state before the conclusion of this Eastern Conference semifinal 

series against the Atlanta Hawks. Because if Wall is unable to return — or is hampered significantly — 

the feel-good turnaround of this postseason, the sudden appreciation of Randy Wittman for embracing 

small ball and every other success story of the first six games of this run will become forgotten footnotes 

in the legacy of futility and heartache for this organization. 

The opportunity to advance to the conference finals for the first time in 36 years and bury decades of 

disappointment was put in jeopardy nearly an hour before tip-off in Game 2 of this best-of-seven-series, 

when the Wizards placed Wall on the inactive list and put hopes of a series upset of the top-ranked 

Hawks on hold. Wall was dressed dapperly on the bench, and he lightly tapped the soft brace on his left 

hand to applaud his teammates as they put up a valiant fight. But the Wizards lacked his rage, his 

passion and his playmaking and were unable to avoid a 106-90 defeat at Philips Arena. 

Why are the Wizards so good on the road?(4:21) 

The Washington Wizards are the first NBA team to win four straight Game 1s on the road. Post Sports 

Live analyzes the Wizards' playoff performance and what makes them so good away from the Verizon 

Center. (Post Sports Live/The Washington Post) 

“Definitely you miss Wall. That’s an all-star starter, our best player. Of course you miss him, but we’re 

not going to cry foul and use it as an excuse because we feel like we can beat them with what we have,” 

veteran Paul Pierce said. “This is a confident group. We feel like we can beat anybody with whoever we 

put out there.” 

A case could be made that with Wall around, the Wizards easily could have been heading back to 

Verizon Center up 2-0. But the only positive that they could take from the loss is that Game 3 isn’t until 

Saturday, which should provide some time for the swelling to subside — unless the injury is worse than 



 

 

 

the Wizards’ two-time all-star point guard has been led to believe. When asked if he would be available 

for the next game, Wall said, “I can’t really say. . . . God has a plan with what He’s doing, and all I can do 

is keep getting treatment and try to get better and prepare myself like I’m playing Game 3.” 

Since he breaks speeding laws on the court and fearlessly attacks the rim, Wall can generate a slight 

panic any time he crashes underneath the basket. But he usually hops back up, dusts himself off and is 

ready for the next play. “I always want to go out there and give the fans a good show, but sometimes 

you have to think about the longevity of your career and not doing things that will hurt you, so that’s 

something I think I’ve been getting smarter at,” Wall said. 

Wall played through migraine headaches, sprains on both ankles and other nagging, undisclosed injuries 

before deciding to rest in three of the Wizards’ final five regular season games — snapping a string of 

219 consecutive played. The reasoning was simple: No need to wear out his body for relatively 

meaningless contests when he needed to be healthy for what he hoped was a deep playoff run. 

“Usually when we sits out, he’s really hurt,” Coach Randy Wittman said. “He’s one of the toughest guys 

I’ve come across.” 

So, what happened? Wall injured his right shoulder in Game 1 against the Toronto Raptors, applied 

some kinesiology tape and dusted off the Raptors with some deft passing, tenacious defense and timely 

baskets to lead the franchise to its first ever four-game sweep. Then, in the first half of Sunday’s Game 1 

victory, Wall got injured when he went up for a fast-break layup and tried to avoid Hawks point guard 

Jeff Teague, who inadvertently undercut him. Having broken the same hand as a sophomore in high 

school, Wall immediately knew he was in trouble and feared the worst after unsuccessfully bracing 

himself with his left hand. Stunningly, Wall didn’t miss any action, as he taped up his wrist and went 

back to finish off the Hawks with his fourth straight double-double. After the game, Wall spoke boldly 

about being a “soldier” and how he’s going to keep playing “if it ain’t broke.” 

But later that evening, Wall’s left hand ballooned and was so swollen the next day that he struggled to 

open a bottle of Gatorade and needed assistance in twisting on his earrings. On Tuesday morning, Wall 

continued to speak as if nothing would keep him from playing, even as his hand was gruesomely 

oversized. Wall insisted that his hand wasn’t broken after getting two opinions. 

How far can the Wizards go in the playoffs?(3:43) 

After a sweep of the Toronto Raptors in the first round of the NBA playoffs, the Washington Wizards 

proved to be one of the stronger teams in the Eastern Conference. Post Sports Live debates how much 

further the Wizards can go. (Post Sports Live/The Washington Post) 

“I hope they wouldn’t lie to me,” Wall said with a laugh. 

Wall will soon receive a third opinion. He also plans to live in the training room the next three days, 

hoping that the swelling will go down, knowing that this is a series the Wizards could win if he’s healthy. 

With so much on the line, Wall will do everything he can to get back, to make sure that he won’t have to 

watch the most important games of the year in a finely tailored suit. 



 

 

 

“I love the game of basketball,” Wall said as he walked toward the bus, hoodie covering his head, 

sunglasses blocking his eyes. “And you never know how long you can play or when your last NBA game 

could be. I know how much I mean to the city of D.C. I know what I mean to my city, and my family and 

God blessed me with the talent to play, so I know how much it means. The city’s been behind me 

through tough times and good ones.” 

   


