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Hawks facing prospect of replacing injured Carroll 

 By Lang Whitaker 

ATLANTA — The Atlanta Hawks sent four starters to the All-Star Game, yet it was DeMarre Carroll, the 

man left behind, who had been their most reliable performer in these playoffs. But after suffering a left 

knee injury during Atlanta's 97-89 loss to the Cleveland Cavaliers in Game 1 of the Eastern Conference 

finals, the Hawks are now left dealing with the possibility of an immediate future without Carroll 

involved. 

"At this point, I think the doctors are saying it's a knee sprain," Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer said. 

"He'll have an MRI tomorrow, and we'll know more tomorrow." 

Carroll built a reputation with the Hawks all season as their defensive stopper, billing himself as the 

"Junkyard Dog" and embracing the opportunity to square off against the best wing players opponents 

had to offer. On the offensive end, the Hawks rarely ran plays where Carroll was involved in the primary 

action, yet he made himself invaluable by hitting open 3s on kick-outs, and with clockwork cuts to the 

basket. 

Yet even as the Hawks stressed recovery and prevention all season, frequently holding players out of 

games and monitoring their minutes, they haven't been able to dodge the bite of the injury bug during 

their run to a franchise-first Eastern Conference finals. The Hawks dealt with late and postseason 

injuries to starters Paul Millsap, Al Horford and Jeff Teague, as well as a season-ending injury to 

reserve Thabo Sefolosha, who suffered a broken tibia in an off-court incident. 

Through it all, Carroll has been their most consistent performer during the playoffs, boosting his season 

average of 12.6 points to lead the team in the postseason at 17.1 points per game. 

Carroll was injured with 4:59 remaining in Game 1 while driving to the basket on a fast break. He didn't 

appear to be touched as he fell to the floor, where he writhed in pain before being helped up and off to 

the locker room. 

"It's huge," said Hawks forward Kent Bazemore. "Super unfortunate. Talk about a guy who works hard 

and has been playing well all year. I mean, it sucks. He's the second guy -- I mean, we don't know what 

happened yet, but we lost Thabo [Sefolosha] already, and he is another valuable piece to the puzzle. We 

gotta just keep doing what we've been doing all year, and another guy step up." 

Carroll's injury was the rotten cherry on top of an already dreadful night for the Hawks, who were 

outscored 23-16 in the third quarter and finished Game 1 4-for-23 on 3-pointers while being dominated 

on the boards, 60-43. If the Hawks were looking for a silver lining, perhaps there's a glimmer in the way 

the Hawks closed the game without Carroll, finally managing to find some pace and closing to within 

four with a minute left. 



 

 

 

We're a very resilient group. We know we've got to make a few adjustments. 

– Atlanta Hawks swingman Kent Bazemore 

It's no surprise that any team in the Eastern Conference would likely have to get through the Cleveland 

Cavaliers and LeBron James to make it to The Finals. The Hawks entered this season thinking Carroll and 

Sefolosha would give them two above-average wing defenders to at least slow down James. But now 

the Hawks will likely be without both Carroll and Sefolosha, at least for the near future. 

"Baze got to step it up, Baze got to play his minutes," said Hawks guard Dennis Schröder. "I've got to 

step it up, for sure. Everybody else, I think, when Coach says your name on the bench, everybody is 

ready. If Coach needs somebody, I think they're ready." 

"We're a very resilient group," Bazemore said. "We know we've got to make a few adjustments, and 

Coach Bud is a great coach. He's going to have us on our p's and q's coming into Game 2." 

  

  


