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With three-day break, Hawks hope Teague recaptures magic 

By Shaun Powell 

ATLANTA — When the Hawks and Wizards playoffs series tips off again, we'll be as old as Paul Pierce, or 

so it'll seem. A three-day break between games might feel like an eternity, but it'll be the tonic needed 

for one team in particular to get their All-Star point guard back intact. 

Yes, point guard John Wall and his swollen left wrist can surely use the recovery time to return and 

rescue the Wizards. But this story is really about the other All-Star, Jeff Teague, and what the rest might 

do for him and the Hawks. 

For their sake, it better give Teague a chance to reflect and recharge, because he needs to dig deep and 

search for the player he knows he can be, the up-and-comer who zig-zagged through the season and 

dropped 3-pointers and earned raves. In that sense, Teague has become the perfect poster child for the 

top-seeded Hawks, both still searching for their mojo in a postseason that is now eight games deep. 

Once again, Teague looked suspiciously invisible during some stretches and ineffective in others. Yes, 

there were surprising moments Tuesday when he punished the Wizards on the glass and found 

teammates for open looks, but those were sparse. Actually, the Hawks appeared more efficient when 

backupDennis Schroder checked in. 

Ordinarily, the latest dud from Teague wouldn't give anyone in Atlanta a reason to pause. But this 

happened in Game 2 while Wall was on the bench, a late scratch due to his sprained wrist. And while 

Teague stammered through 33 minutes, missing three of his 12 shots, Wizards backup Ramon 

Sessions dropped 21 points. And this continued a mild stretch from Teague, who hasn't seemed his 

normal self in a while. 

Even he is perplexed, saying after the Hawks' harder-than-it-looked 106-90 series-evening win: "I've got 

to play better. I'm not helping the cause." 

He might be a bit too hard on himself. Just a bit. While Wall was indeed in no shape to play with a 

mummy-wrapped and painful wrist, Teague isn't likely 100 percent himself. He's dragging around a 

gimpy ankle and perhaps is hurting more than he's letting on. Still, he never asked out of the game and 

he did grab seven rebounds. He just couldn't hit a handful of open shots or contain Sessions. 

For the playoffs, Teague is shooting 36 percent and 29 from 3-point range, which is a bit disturbing only 

in that the Hawks need him at his best against Wall or to have a reasonable advantage if Wall goes less 

than 100 percent the rest of this series. 

The Hawks as a team have been less than imposing and so far haven't done anything to kill the 

perception that they're not championship-ready, despite winning 60 games. That was the burden they 

carried into the playoffs, their history and lack of a supernova superstar held against them. Remember, 



 

 

 

the franchise has never gone beyond the second round, and after going nuts in the season's first three 

months (40-8), the Hawks are a rather pedestrian 25-17, including the playoffs. 

When coach Mike Budenholzer said "we've got a lot to work on but it's good to get a win" after beating 

the Wizards without Wall, that's not exactly a ringing endorsement. 

Are Teague and the Hawks whipped? Feeling the pressure that comes with being the big dog (record-

wise) on the porch, as Pierce said? Or just in a fog at the moment? Of their eight playoff games, the 

Hawks were supremely dominant in one of them, the close-out against the Nets. And again, the Nets 

and Wizards are hardly ferocious; they represent the least-imposing opponents than anyone has faced 

in the playoffs so far. 

Spotty shooting (43 percent in the playoffs) and troublesome stretches where their defense lacked 

sharpness have made a handful of playoff games more suspenseful than they should've been, Tuesday's 

game included. So the Hawks, therefore, look like a team that needs to get away a bit. 

"These three days will be good to find a rhythm, get stuff right," said Hawks guard Kyle Korver. "We 

need to make shots. I know I haven't shot the ball well. I've had a couple of stinkers. In this league, 

you've got to make shots." 

And the Hawks have missed a ton of open ones lately. 

"It'll be good for a lot of us, this break," Korver said. "We had what, about a 20-minute break between 

rounds so far? Maybe our legs are not there yet." 

Korver did one thing to make something very clear: He's not about to stay up nights thinking about 

Teague. 

"We're not concerned about Jeff," he said. "He's going to be fine and he's going to have some great 

games for us. That much, I know." 

Teague had a breakout season of sorts, making the All-Star Game and elevating himself in the company 

of the league's top 10 or 15 point guards in the process. He was a sight for sore eyes in Atlanta. For 

years, the Hawks craved a player like him; not since Mookie Blaylock have they looked this secure at a 

position that became cursed once they passed on the chance to draft Chris Paul. 

The good news for the Hawks is they have Schroder to bail Teague out, a pesky backup point guard 

who's becoming more reliable with the ball in his hands (and not throwing it away). 

"Dennis is better understanding where he can attack, not only for himself but finding his teammates," 

Budenholzer said. "His speed is important to us." 

But even better news would be the Hawks getting back the Jeff Teague they once knew, and soon, 

because unless his wrist is ready to fall off, Wall is certain to lace them up come Saturday, when the 

series resumes. 



 

 

 

Yes, that's the plan, post-rest, for the Hawks, Teague finally waking up and giving Wall a different kind of 

injury: A headache. 

  

  


