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Carroll keeps plugging away for Hawks in playoffs 

By Shaun Powell 

ATLANTA — On Monday the Atlanta Hawks became the first to accomplish a certain feat, although 

nobody's quite sure if it's positive or negative or neither. The 2014-15 Kia NBA MVP voting was 

announced, and Stephen Curry of the Golden State Warriors was the runaway winner. So, take a guess 

how many votes were generated by the league's other conference regular season winner? 

Fifty? Forty? Ten? 

Try zero. 

That's right, no Hawk received a first, second, third, fourth or fifth-place vote. Imagine winning 60 games 

and getting the best record in a conference and nobody buys the idea of you having a franchise player, 

and there is no outcry from outside the organization or from within. Welcome to the Hawks' world. And 

now that the playoffs have begun, if you didn't know any better, you'd swear the best player on the 

Hawks is ... DeMarre Carroll. The only Hawks starter who didn't make the 2015 All-Star Game. 

This says much about the makeup of the Hawks, and also about Carroll, that a career role player on his 

fifth team in six seasons suddenly has something in common with the great Dominique Wilkins. The last 

Hawk to string together five straight 20-point playoff games was Wilkins, and what's really weird is 

Carroll serves as Atlanta's defense and dirty work guy. 

The Hawks are very much a next-guy-up team, mainly and precisely because they lack an MVP 

candidate. The flavor of the moment is a role player who suddenly finds himself the biggest bargain in 

these NBA playoffs. Actually, the Hawks are full of blue-plate specials -- Paul Millsap makes $10 million 

and Kyle Korver is among this season's lowest-paid All-Stars at $6 million. Carroll is pulling down $2.5 

million this season while averaging 18.4 points, 6.6 rebounds and 2.4 assists through seven playoff 

games. 

He's a poor man's Kawhi Leonard or Draymond Green, operating at a much lower profile than those X-

factors all season but giving (so far) roughly the same performance for his team in the playoffs. Like 

Leonard and Green, Carroll must often must guard the other team's top scorer and score and shoot well 

enough himself to keep from being a liability. Carroll did this well enough during the season and raised 

his game accordingly this spring, to the point where he was often the Hawks' best player against the 

Brooklyn Nets in the first round. 

"I always felt I could play this way if given the chance," he said. "All I ever wanted was to prove myself 

and show that I can help my team on both ends. I have that chance now." 

Carroll is a bouncy and intense 6-foot-8 forward whose energy is as loose and carefree as his hair braids 

are tight. He's shooting 48.7 percent on 3-pointers in the playoffs but is also attacking the rim more than 

he did during the season. The Hawks really don't have a designated gunner, so the ball moves to the 



 

 

 

open man. Of the five starting Hawks, the one most likely to be left unguarded is Carroll as many teams 

buy into his 7.6 points per game career scoring averageand feel he's the lesser risk. 

"I just try to take advantage of whatever situation I get," he said. 

He's a typical up-from-nowhere tale, a late first-round pick by the Grizzlies in 2009 (27th overall) who 

was demoted to the NBA D-League, then traded to the Houston Rockets for a future first-round pick, 

then released by Houston and Denver before finding a temporary home with the Utah Jazz. Carroll 

played well in spots for the Jazz and gained his reputation as a capable wing defender there. In the 

summer of 2013, he was a free agent and signed with the Hawks on the cheap (two years, $5 million). 

The Hawks have lacked a high-scoring wing player for years and Carroll wasn't even designed for that job 

but to be a better 3-point shooter and to perhaps be a secondary option on offense. That was the case 

this season when he upped his average to a career-best 12.6 ppg, and then again in the playoffs where 

he's so confident that he isn't passing up shots or the chance to take his man off the dribble. 

He'll find himself in an interesting spot this summer as a free agent for the second time. Carroll will be in 

demand and has raised his value to the point where he could triple his salary come 2015-16. But he's a 

late-bloomer (28 years old) who doesn't have a long track record for playing at this level. Interested 

teams must decide whether Carroll's best years are indeed ahead of him, or if he's a role player taking 

advantage of the Hawks' system. With the salary cap expected to jump, the Los Angeles Lakers, New 

York Knicks or Dallas Mavericks (among other teams) could force the Hawks' financial hand. 

"I'm looking forward to the summer but right now I'm just trying to win games with this team," he said. 

His defense against wing players is crucial to the Hawks, and the unexpected bonus of his scoring gives 

Atlanta options against the Wizards. Carroll was the most dependable Hawk on the floor in Game 1, 

especially in the first half when he scored 21 of his 24 points. 

"He's really found a way to score, whether it's making open shots or getting to the basket," said Hawks 

coach Mike Budenholzer. "He's just growing." 

Carroll also must contain Paul Pierce, which appears to be a much bigger job given how consistently 

good Pierce has been for the Wizards in the playoffs. Carroll passed a similar test in the first round, 

when he was tasked with slowing ex-Hawks star Joe Johnson. 

Eventually, if the Hawks plan to recover from losing the series opener, they'll need better shooting from 

Korver and Jeff Teague, who combined for 9-for-29 Sunday. Because Carroll can't possibly keep this 20-

point scoring streak going for much longer, can he? 

"Whatever I need to do," he said. "For as long as I can." 

 

  


