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Wizards survive injury scares to dump Hawks in Game 1 

By Ohm Youngmisuk 

ATLANTA –- John Wall was flying toward the basket at his usual warp speed when he gave 

the Washington Wizards their first big scare of the afternoon. 

Wall took a hard spill and was writhing in pain under the basket, holding his left wrist and hand, for 

several moments with three minutes remaining in the second quarter. 

Eventually Wall would get up, wrap his left wrist and play on. 

But the Wizards would hold their collective breath again with just over eight minutes left in the fourth 

quarter, when their other young star, Bradley Beal, rolled his right ankle landing on Al Horford. After 

several minutes on the floor, Beal limped off to the locker room in tears from the excruciating pain. 

“Man, that is probably the worst I have ever turned it, honestly,” Beal said. 

But like his backcourt mate, Beal returned. And then it was the Hawks’ turn to see something truly 

frightening -- Wall and Beal are not only maturing with each playoff outing, but they’re getting tougher 

both physically and mentally. 

The Wizards’ backcourt came up big again, as Wall and Beal helped Washington steal Game 1 in Atlanta 

from the top-seeded Hawks 104-98. 

Beal scored 28 points and grabbed seven rebounds, and Wall took it to All-Star Hawks point guard 

counterpart Jeff Teague with 18 points, 13 assists, 7 rebounds and 3 blocks. 

Washington has now won five straight after sweeping Toronto, and it looks as if Wall and Beal will both 

be able to play in Game 2 despite their injuries. 

Beal said he will treat his ankle and, barring a setback, the guard sounded as if he will play. For his part, 

Wall said he’s fine, even though Beal revealed that the point guard’s “hand has been killing him all year, 

but I know he’s a warrior.” 

“[My] wrist [is] all right. It is more my hand [now],” said Wall, who already was dealing with a sore 

shoulder. “I’ll be all right. I’ll be ready on Tuesday.” 

“We [are] two guys who are going to fight to the end,” Wall added of Beal, who also hurt his knee in the 

first round. “If it ain’t broke, you can’t get us off the court.” 

Atlanta is now seeing what Toronto saw: Wall, Beal and the Wizards will be a tougher out than most 

expected entering this postseason. Washington not only continues to build momentum, but it is 

developing the kind of toughness and resiliency that a young team –- particularly with budding stars like 

Wall and Beal -- needs to have in order to take that next step. 



 

 

 

Both guards lifted Washington when the Wizards needed it most. Beal, who also received a scratch 

under his right eye that required ointment, was big for the Wizards in the second quarter. Atlanta led by 

11 and threatened to pull away, but Beal scored 12 of his points to keep the Wizards within 10 at the 

half. 

When Wall went down, the young Wizards could have been shaken and gone into halftime down more. 

But Wall stayed in the game after the timeout despite clearly favoring his left hand. 

In the third, Wall came out firing, scoring two quick pull-up jumpers to show he was feeling better. Beal 

scored nine more points to slice Atlanta’s lead to two heading into the fourth. 

Beal scored four more early in the fourth, and Washington was up four when the guard collapsed to the 

court in pain. With Beal back in the locker room, Wall led the Wizards. 

He scored on a 17-footer, assisted Paul Pierce on a jumper and buried a 16-foot fadeaway. Beal limped 

back in with 3:50 to go, and while he was limited, his presence was what mattered. 

“I knew after I was able to walk a little bit to the bench, I knew I was going to be able to come back,” 

Beal said. “It was just a matter of me re-taping it, and just being mentally tough. I can’t let my team 

down.” 

Wall, meanwhile, made sure Washington didn’t let up. The point guard found Otto Porter for a 3-pointer 

to give Washington a 98-91 lead with 3:17 left. 

When Atlanta got within two, Wall assisted Porter and Marcin Gortat on layups before making two free 

throws to ice the Hawks. 

Wall -- who also committed only two turnovers after having more turnovers (27) against Atlanta than 

any other Wizards opponent during the regular season -- made the kind of winning plays and Beal made 

the kind of winning shots that young stars have to make to win playoff games like this one on the road. 

“Bradley was huge for us,” Pierce said. “I don’t know if he will be ready for Game 2. [But] big lift. He 

stayed aggressive. John, the same thing. Those guys got as much heart as anybody in the building.” 

“[But] everything that happened today was stuff I already knew about us,” Pierce later added. “I knew 

we were a resilient team. I knew we played with a lot of grit. I knew we had heart. That is just us. That is 

our identity.” 

“We have a different approach,” Beal said of this postseason. “Last year, we were just happy to be in the 

playoffs, and we were happy we moved on. We didn't really have any high goals after the first round. 

“This year we expect more out of ourselves. We expect to get past the second round.” 

   


