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Hawks left to walk it off after rally falls short 

By Kevin Arnovitz 

WASHINGTON -- Atlanta Hawks big man Mike Muscala tousled his hair, as he made what seemed like a 

mile’s walk from the Verizon Center court through the bowels of the arena to the visitors’ locker room. 

It was a quiet march for the Hawks, a slow burn, heads down. At the end of the line, someone slammed 

his fist against a metal door, and the reverberations rippled through the din of footsteps against 

concrete. 

“It’s literally one of the longest walks in the NBA,” Muscala said. 

Moments earlier, Muscala, the Bucknell product who had seen a total of 10 minutes of court time in the 

Hawks’ previous eight playoff games with six DNPs, had drained a 3-pointer to tie the game 101-101. 

The shot capped off a 25-5 Atlanta run that included a stretch of 17 unanswered points over a period of 

seven minutes orchestrated almost entirely by the end of the Hawks’ bench. 

All of it was undone in a nanosecond, when Paul Pierce added to his Hall-of-Fame oeuvre with a 

stepback fallaway jumper at the top of the key that banked home at the buzzer to give the Wizards the 

103-101 win and a 2-1 series lead. 

After Pierce finished his televised postgame interviews beneath the streaming confetti, he took his own 

stroll to the wood-paneled entrance to the Wizards’ locker room. He raised his arm to the stands -- V for 

victory -- stood still for another moment while the crowd showered him with more applause, then 

moved through the passage toward another waiting assembly of Wizards personnel, friends and family, 

and finally his son. 

 “Come here, little homie,” Pierce said, then said it again. The kid bounced into his arms, as Wizards 

center Marcin Gortat rumbled past and yelled something through a smile. 

The Hawks defended the fatal possession well. Hawks reserve point guard Dennis Schroder switched 

onto Pierce as the vet came off the flare screen to collect the ball from Bradley Beal at the top of the 

floor with six seconds left. Pierce told Beal to, how should we put his politely, to vacate his space. Hawks 

wing Kent Bazemore stunted between Pierce and Beal, hedging his bets appropriately until it was clear 

this was Pierce’s shot. With Schroder in front of him and Bazemore closing from the right, Pierce, as he 

put it in a postgame interview, “called game.” 

A half hour later, the 21-year-old German was still stewing in disbelief that the rally from a collection of 

reserves that’s been getting pummeled all postseason, was extinguished with a fadeaway bank job over 

two lanky defenders. 



 

 

 

“We just competed and in the end it was a lucky shot and we lost the game,” Schroder said. Lucky? 

Really? “It was two of [us] contesting the shot. That’s a tough shot and I don’t think you make it every 

time.” 

For his part, Pierce gracefully -- but with ample shade -- attributed Schroder’s characterization to 

youthful exuberance. 

“I guess Schroder’s going to say that because he’s real young,” Pierce said. “So he hasn’t been able to 

see it over the last 17 years. Of course he’s going to say that. He probably missed with me in 2K. He 

probably used me and missed.” 

In the back of the interview room, you could almost hear Toronto Raptors guard Greivis Vasquez say, as 

he did after his team was annihilated by the Wizards, “You need to be a little bit of an asshole like he is.” 

The Hawks don’t have a lot of those, though they do carry a quiet confidence. For three weeks, the 

Hawks have insisted that they’ve generated quality shot opportunities -- they’re just not converting 

those looks. To the extent Atlanta has a playoff rallying cry, it’s “We’ll take those shots again!” 

And so it went again on Saturday night for the Hawks. Just as was the case in Games 1 and 2 in Atlanta, a 

little more than 40 percent of the Hawks’ field goal attempts were uncontested jumpers from beyond 10 

feet, and again on Saturday, they hit fewer than 30 percent of them. 

There’s a point when you have to accept that a consistent trend reflects the truth. Three games might 

be small a sample size in the regular season, and it’s virtually impossible the Hawks would hit fewer than 

a third of their contested jump shots over the course of a regular season. But that’s what the playoffs 

are: A riveting performance of Small Sample Size Theater. Three games might not be a lot -- but it 

represents about half of the average playoff series. 

For 41 minutes in Game 3, the Hawks displayed no resemblance to the sweet-shooting squad that 

rampaged through their 82-game schedule. Paul Millsap spent half the night awake coping with a 

sudden sickness and Pero Antic started in his place, to ill effect. Both were ineffective. Kyle Korver 

managed only four attempts from beyond the arc, a product of the Hawks’ gummy offense. 

“We were having a hard time getting the ball from side to side,” Korver said. “If we don’t do that, it’s 

usually harder for me to get looks.” 

The Hawks’ regular starting unit of Millsap, Korver, Jeff Teague, DeMarre Carroll and Al Horford once 

again posted positive results, a plus-7 in the patchwork of 12 minutes they spent on the court as a unit. 

Given Millsap’s achiness on Saturday, coach Mike Budenholzer had a tougher time assembling longer 

stretches during Game 3, though the success of the usual starting five follows a pattern that’s been 

persistent for the entire postseason, wins and losses. 

Down 2-1, the Hawks need to find a way to make the probabilities work in their favor. Schroder might 

be right about Pierce’s shot. And the Hawks might have hit 41.0 percent of their open jumpers from 10 

feet and beyond during the regular season. 


