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Hawks get even with steady habits 

By Kevin Arnovitz 

ATLANTA -- “We’ll take those shots again.” 

With that, Paul Millsap departed Philips Arena on Tuesday for his gameday siesta, carrying his lunch of 

salmon and couscous (“the usual”) in a Whole Foods to-go bag. Millsap and the Hawks are the ultimate 

creatures of habit, and the 102-96 loss in Game 1 to the Washington Wizards was another unfortunate 

cosmic glitch when the Hawks’ commitment to the process that won them 60 regular-season games just 

didn’t produced the intended result. A basketball team devoted to a successful routine should abide it, 

even when the shots aren’t falling … especially when the shots aren’t falling. 

Game 2 wasn’t the mother lode for Atlanta, but a few more of those shots fell, as the Hawks pulled 

away from the Wizards in the fourth quarter to even their series at 1-1 with a 106-90 win. Their abysmal 

44.4 percent effective field goal percentage from the Game 1 loss nudged up to a respectable 49.4 

percent on Tuesday. For a team that clocked in at 52.7 percent in the regular season (ranked third in the 

NBA), it’s not gangbusters -- but it’s not chopped liver either. 

“I feel like we have to keep believing in our system and in our shots,” Al Horford said after the win. 

“We’ve been doing it all year. I know it’s the playoffs and the intensity goes up. There are a lot of things 

that go into it, but it’s gotten us this far, so we have to stay confident. Our guys are going to keep 

shooting the ball. Hopefully we’ll have a breakthrough game.” 

Hope isn’t the most comfortable strategy in the postseason, when all it takes is a few stinkbombs to find 

yourself on the losing end of a seven-game series. Luck isn’t something a No. 1 seed should rely on 

either, but the Hawks caught a huge break about an hour before tipoff on Tuesday night when John 

Wall, who injured his left hand in Game 1, was listed as inactive. Though Ramon Sessionsposted a 

quality start in Wall’s spot at the point, he couldn’t slash the gut of the Hawks’ defense with penetration 

the way Wall did on Sunday. 

Accordingly, the home locker room at Philips Arena wasn’t a celebratory place following Tuesday night's 

win. In the far corner, Kyle Korver sat slumped in his chair, shaking off a 4-for-11 performance. “I have 

not shot well in the playoffs,” Korver said, rubbing his head. “I’ve had a couple of stinkers.” 

The stinkers have been well-distributed. During the first two games of the series, the Hawks are a 

collective 12-for-43 (27.9 percent) on uncontested jump shots outside of 10 feet. On putbacks, 1-for-11. 

That’s 1-for-11. On drives to the hole, they’re a pedestrian 12-for-24 with five turnovers, all per ESPN 

Stats & Info. 

So the Hawks have a point. The intensity Horford speaks of notwithstanding, any sober analyst can only 

conclude that this kind of failure isn’t sustainable, playoffs or a regular-season snoozer in December. In 



 

 

 

what universe does Atlanta miss 10 of its next 11 shots standing beneath the hoop with control of the 

ball? 

One guy who needs no wake-up call isDeMarre Carroll, whose results have matched the process. On 

Tuesday, he logged his sixth consecutive 20-point-plus game (22 points, six rebounds, four assists, only 

one turnover). Carroll is reading the game brilliantly. He’s scored five field goals over the first two games 

on cuts to the basket. On an uncharacteristically inaccurate night from distance, Carroll put the ball on 

the floor against hard close-outs, scoring buckets and making plays. The lone non-All-Star among the 

Hawks’ starting five is playing himself into a serious raise this summer when he hits free agency. 

The other piece of good news for the Hawks was their defense, which ranked seventh overall in the NBA 

this season, and paced them again on Tuesday night, holding the Wizards to 90 points in 94 possessions. 

“The way we started defensively, with a 20-point first quarter and then finishing with a 15-point 

defensive fourth quarter, if we can just get to where we’re playing more of those 48 minutes with that 

kind of defensive intensity -- those hands, that activity -- that’s where we’re going for,” Hawks coach 

Mike Budenholzer said. 

So that’s where the Hawks are as they prepare to fly up to Washington on Thursday evening for 

Saturday’s Game 3 at the Verizon Center. To a man, they’re insistent that they’re getting what they want 

in the half court. Does this make them a team of Baghdad Bobs peddling wartime myths with no basis in 

reality? Or are they an unflappable group of pros who understand probabilities and that they can still 

notch double-digit wins while struggling from the field? 

   


