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Where does Teague fit in Class of 2009? 

 By Steve Hummer 

Welcome to the Class of 2009 Reunion, also known as the NBA playoffs. 

The year that gave us recession, “Avatar,” and the first swearing-in of Barack Obama also provided a 

great deal of the star power that the NBA is currently flaunting. 

The top two in the most recent MVP voting, Golden State’s Steph Curry and Houston’s James Harden, 

are proud members of the ’09 draft class. Curry was picked seventh overall despite his delicate frame. 

And Harden was taken third by Oklahoma City back before he turned his face into a chia pet. They’ll 

have plenty of time to catch up during the Western Conference final. 

The top pick of that draft was Blake Griffin (ninth in the MVP voting) who seems to have a future in L.A., 

both with the Clippers and in front of the camera. 

With the 19
th

 pick in 2009, the Hawks did not err. Picked up a splinter of a guard from Wake Forest 

named Jeff Teague. 

Here we pause to consider Teague’s place among the big-shots of his class. He was news in these 

playoffs when he ceded the floor to Dennis Schroder during crunch time against Washington. A 

successful and selfless move as it turned out, but one that runs counter to almost every instinct a player 

of his importance possesses. It was a moment almost impossible to accurately categorize. 

Like most matters involving the Hawks, Teague is the overlooked one of his class. Hey, he’s not exactly 

the guy at the reunion in the checkered jacket and the pants that quit at his ankles. Now would be a 

really good time for him to step up and show his classmates how accomplished he has become. 

You know, go ahead and show off a little. Brag. That’s what reunions are for. 

And while we’re at it, we also give praise to the 27
th

 pick of that draft, to the fellow who didn’t work out 

in Memphis (or in Houston, Denver or Utah, for that matter): DeMarre Carroll. 

The ’09 draft was hardly the best of all time. Hard to argue against the 1984 Class that claims Michael 

Jordan, Hakeem Olajuwan, Charles Barkley and John Stockton. Or even the 2003 Class of LeBron James, 

Dwayne Wade, Chris Bosh and Carmelo Anthony. 

But these guys are putting on a pretty terrific show at the present. 

   


