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Turnovers Have Put Nets in a 2-0 Hole in Hawks Series 

By Alex Raskin 

Heading into Game 3 of their first-round playoff series at Barclays Center on Saturday, the eighth-

seeded Nets could have very easily been holding a comfortable 2-0 lead over the top-seeded Atlanta 

Hawks. 

Such a statement seems strange considering the Hawks won both games and, before that, beat the Nets 

in four regular-season meetings by an average of 17 points.  

But unlike the regular season, when the Nets were overwhelmed by Atlanta in nearly every facet of the 

game, coach Lionel Hollins’s team has turned the tables in the postseason, even if he doesn’t have the 

results to show for it.  

The Nets’ defense was stifling in Games 1 and 2, holding the Hawks to just 40.8% shooting from the 

field, which is impressive considering that Atlanta made 46.6% of its field goals during the regular season 

(fourth in the NBA).  

Furthermore, the Nets have made a respectable 45.2% of their field-goal attempts and have outscored 

the Hawks in the paint, 92-70.  

 “The one thing is, they can pound it inside,” said ESPN analyst P.J. Carlesimo, who served as the Nets 

interim coach during the 2012-2013 season. “That’s a strength of Brooklyn’s.” 

So why aren’t the Nets leading the series 2-0? 

“They have 33 turnovers in two games to 23 for Atlanta,” added Carlesimo. “You’re playing into a 

strength. Atlanta is one of the best teams in the league at forcing turnovers and when they force them, 

they score.” 

Thus far, the Hawks have scored 43 points off turnovers compared with just 27 for the Nets, who have 

turned the ball over on a whopping 17.6% of their possessions after doing so 14.4% of the time during 

the regular season. It’s hard to win when your opponent is taking six more field-goal attempts a night, as 

the Hawks did in Games 1 and 2. 

Solving the problem won't be easy. Hollins’s offense, heavy on the pick and roll, is running into one of 

the league’s premiere pick-and-roll defenses. 

Atlanta ranked second in the NBA defending ballhandlers off that play this season, according to 

NBA.com. As for the rollers who set the screens, the Hawks limited them to just 46.4% shooting on the 

year (sixth overall). So it should come as no surprise that the Hawks ranked seventh in defensive 

efficiency (100.7 points allowed per 100 possessions) in a league that stresses the play. 



 

 

 

Unfortunately for the Nets, the pick and roll is their bread and butter, and they don’t have a full menu of 

scoring options.  

They averaged only 12.3 second-chance points a game during the regular season while making a paltry 

6.6 three-pointers a game to boot (24th in both categories).  

“It’s hard to say, ‘Guys, we got to make more threes,’” Carlesimo said. “Well, no kidding. That may not 

be doable…but you got to get to a higher number, closer to 100 points.” 

The Nets do have one option that should be very familiar to Hawks fans.  

“Iso Joe” was the cynical nickname given to Nets forward Joe Johnson back when he was the Atlanta 

Hawks’ main offensive threat.  

The isolation-heavy offense was installed by former coaches Mike Woodson and Larry Drew, and helped 

Johnson secure the first six of his seven All-Star selections as he averaged 20.9 points a game.  

The criticism of the strategy, which involved giving Johnson enough room to take his defender one-on-

one, was that it hindered ball movement and ultimately prevented the Hawks from reaching the Eastern 

Conference Finals during his tenure in Atlanta.  

But with the Nets, Johnson’s isolations have led to some offensive opportunities for his teammates, as 

seen in the final moments of Game 2.  

Trailing 93-91, the Nets opted against another pick and roll. Instead, Johnson isolated himself near the 

top of the paint before cutting to the hole, where he was immediately met by three Hawks defenders.  

The move left point guard Deron Williams open for a potentially game-tying, 16-foot baseline jumper. 

Although the shot rimmed out, it was a good example of how the Nets can play away from the Hawks’ 

defensive strengths.  

That’s not to say that the Nets should isolate Johnson on every play, but given his prowess in the post 

and that of 7-foot center Brook Lopez, the Nets might be better off creating offense from the inside-out 

rather than the other way around.  

“I thought, overall, for the two games, they did a decent job in Atlanta,” Carlesimo said. “Especially the 

second game. They did a better job getting it inside. There was a lot of obviously good things. 

“I think there are reasons for Brooklyn to be optimistic,” he continued. “But the things that they need to 

do are not going to be easy.” 

 

  


