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Nets coach Lionel Hollins on guarding Atlanta’s Kyle Korver: ‘It’s not like we’re talking (Stephen) Curry’   

By Stefan Bondy 

ATLANTA — No player in the NBA has been more efficient from 3-point range than Kyle Korver, a 

weapon the Hawks rode to a Game 1 victory Sunday over the Nets. 

If Atlanta is vulnerable because of injuries to Paul Millsap and Al Horford, it still has the quick-triggered 

sharpshooter from beyond the arc, a player who elicits roars of anticipation inside Philips Arena each 

time he elevates for a jumper. 

Yet that’s not how Lionel Hollins views the current circumstances, with his team prepping for Game 2 on 

Wednesday. Told on Monday that Korver statistically could be the regarded as the greatest 3-point 

shooter of all time, the coach launched into a long answer about why it’s not worth focusing his 

planning on a player who, a day earlier, hit 5 of his 11 3-point attempts while scoring a game-high 21 

points. 

Simply put, Hollins isn’t too concerned with stopping Kyle Korver. 

“How many shots did he take yesterday and how many did he miss? See, if he’s that good, he’d make all 

of them.” Hollins said. “Everybody misses, man. He’s a good shooter, I acknowledge that, we 

acknowledge that as a team, we game plan for him because he is a great shooter. But until he starts 

shooting 100%, we’ve got to play and be in position to help, and then recover, and close out. 

“It’s not like we’re talking (Stephen) Curry. Korver, he’s a great come-off-the-screen guy, he’s great with 

moving without the ball, but he rarely puts the ball on the 

floor like Curry and shakes you up.” 

It’s not far-fetched to think Korver could be a member of the Brooklyn Nets, rather than thriving in 

Atlanta and earning an All-Star bid this season. During more hopeful times for the Nets in the summer of 

2013, they were negotiating with the free agent and close enough on a deal that Deron Williams 

tweeted a picture of Korver in a Brooklyn uniform. 

“What are we talking about a couple years ago for?” Williams said Monday with a smile. 

But former Atlanta GM Danny Ferry came in with a much higher offer — one that the Nets couldn’t 

come close to matching because of cap restrictions — and that was the end of the pursuit. Brooklyn 

instead signed Andrei Kirilenko, who disappointed before he was traded and left the NBA for Russia. 

Korver, who was originally drafted 51st overall by the Nets in 2003 and immediately sold to Philly for 

$125,000, can’t complain about how it all worked out. 



“I just think he’s in the right situation (in Atlanta),” said Williams, who played with Korver for three 

seasons in Utah. “He just has freedom here, complete freedom. A lot of coaches don’t like shots early in 

the shot clock. But for him to get open, that’s what he has to take because guys are sitting on him in the 

halfcourt. And so when he comes down in transition, he’s firing. When you’re shooting 60% from 3, 

that’s a pretty good shot.” 

Not that Hollins is losing any sleep over it. 

“Korver’s had games of 9 points against us, 10 points (during the regular season). There was one game 

he got some extra shots, but he — we’ve got to play. It’s not just Korver,” Hollins said. “They scored 99 

points (on Sunday). And we can take away 10 points from our turnover points that we gave them, you 

know, we win the game. I mean, simple as that.”   

 


