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Hawks shoot 60 percent and obliterate Nets, 131-99  

By Stefan Bondy 

ATLANTA — If this was a dress rehearsal for the first round, the Nets need to practice their lines and 

change their outfits. Better yet, abandon the script and hope for another opportunity. 

Brooklyn was obliterated by the Hawks on Saturday, 131-99, falling in a game that was over about the 

same time as tipoff. That season-high six-game winning streak for the Nets? It never had a chance 

because the Hawks shot 60% – including 17 of 33 from beyond the arc — winning in wire-to-wire fashion 

with seven players scoring in double digits. “It was just a whipping,” Nets coach Lionel Hollins said. 

“There’s nothing I can say about it. There are no questions I can answer.” 

Deron Williams agreed with both points after finishing with 10 points and five assists in 25 minutes. “We 

just got whupped. There’s nothing you can really say about it.” 

Since this is the race for the last playoff spots in the Eastern Conference, the Nets, sitting tenuously in 

seventh, didn’t lose ground because the Heat collapsed against Detroit Saturday night. However, the 

Celtics won a thriller in Toronto and moved up a spot to eighth, a half-game behind the Nets. 

“Yeah, it is (encouraging that we’re still in the seventh spot),” Williams said. “But we’re just worried 

about ourselves right now.” 

Brooklyn (35-41) was in a tough spot Saturday, playing its fourth game in five nights, a “schedule loss” 

exacerbated by terrible defense. The Hawks (57-19), meanwhile, had two off days to prepare for a game 

that carried more incentive than usual for a team that had already clinched the No. 1 seed in the Eastern 

Conference. 

There’s a good reason why the Hawks don’t want the Nets in the playoffs, and clearly it’s not because of 

a potential matchup problem in the first round: as part of the 2012 trade that sent Joe Johnson from 

Atlanta to Brooklyn, the Hawks own the right to swap first-round draft picks with the Nets this summer. 

So Atlanta coach/GM Mike Budenholzer – a Gregg Popovich disciple who is not averse to resting his 

players (he sat his entire starting five in a game last week) — wasn’t about to trot out anything but his 

best Saturday. 

It may have backfired because All-Star forward Paul Millsap injured his shoulder in the second quarter 

after a collision with Earl Clark. Millsap did not return for the second half, and the Hawks wouldn’t 

provide any further information. “I don’t think anybody would believe you if you said you weren’t aware 

of (the draft-pick situation with the Nets),” said an evasive Budenholzer. “If I could write my own script, 

of course we’d have a higher pick. The higher pick, the better. But we’re going to play the games and 

compete. And just cause you say you want something doesn’t mean it’s going to happen.” 



Hollins, who is already the fourth Nets coach since GM Billy King traded for Johnson, wasn’t thinking 

about pick swaps. No matter how the rest of the Nets’ season plays out, Hollins’ team is likely to end up 

with the 29th pick in the summer. “It means more to Atlanta than it does to us because they would 

certainly like us to be in the lottery so they can get a better pick,” Hollins said. “But other than that, it 

doesn’t mean anything.” 

The Hawks play the Nets again Wednesday in Brooklyn and by then, who knows? The bottom of the 

Eastern Conference playoff landscape changes daily. But there are no good options for the seventh and 

eighth seeds. If it’s not the Hawks, it’ll probably be LeBron James and the Cavaliers. 

And if the Nets don’t make the playoffs, the Atlanta Hawks — the team that pasted Brooklyn by 32 on 

Saturday — are in the draft lottery.  

 

 


