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Hawks ride starters in final quarter to earn key victory 

By Sekou Smith 

ATLANTA — They have kept us waiting all season, some 87 games for the answer. 

Where does a team built on a bedrock of making that extra pass, sharing the ball and sharing the load, 

go when the game, and really the season, is on the line? 

Who takes that shot? 

Who serves as the bell cow? 

Who plays hero? 

For the Atlanta Hawks the answer is simple, they all do. Same as they have all season. 

That would explain why Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer had his starting unit on the floor for the entire 

fourth quarter of their 107-97 Game 5 win over the Brooklyn Nets Wednesday night at Philips Arena. 

But if Al Horford and Jeff Teague appeared to step up and take the lead in the final three minutes, so be 

it. 

"We had to have this one," Teague said in the locker room afterwards while waiting for Horford to head 

to the post-game news conference alongside DeMarre Carroll. "This was big." 

Huge, actually. 

Someone had to step up and take on that pressure to make sure the Hawks head to Brooklyn for Friday 

night's Game 6 with a chance to close this series out without needing a Game 7 here at Philips Arena 

Sunday. 

Somebody had to make those shots. Somebody had drive to the basket and finish to turn a 97-95 lead 

into that final margin in the final 90 seconds. Carroll (career-high 24 points on 8-for-15 shooting) carried 

them in the first half and Kyle Korver caught fire from deep (5-for-12 from beyond the 3-point line and 

finished his night with 17 points) when the Hawks needed it most. And Paul Millsap battled through an 

ugly shooting night (4-for-11) to provide his usual assortment of crucial plays as well. 

But in the end, when the game was on the line and the Hawks had to have baskets, defensive stops and 

plays to save their franchise-best 60-win season from the humiliation of a 3-2 deficit in this 1-vs-8 series, 

they turned to the two longest tenured Hawks on the roster. 

Horford and Teague have only known the playoffs since they arrived here, their experiences in these 

situations dating back to their respective rookie seasons. 



 

 

 

So it's no coincidence, no surprise that they took turns shutting the door on the Nets' upset bid at 

crunch time. They combined for 15 fourth quarter points, four rebounds, four assists, two steals and all 

of the energy and effort plays you could ask for with everything on the line. 

Horford finished with 20 points on 10-for-17 shooting, a game-high 15 rebounds, five assists, two steals 

and two blocks. Teague, meanwhile, finished with 20 points on 7-for-14 shooting (3-for-6 from deep), 

eight assists and three steals. 

"The thing that stands out to me is the competitive nature of the group collectively, and a lot of guys 

individually," Budenholzer said. "Competing in different defensive situations, on the boards, finding a 

way to get a basket, and then of course, finishing ... responding to the challenge of being (up) 97-95. 

(And) big plays down the stretch by different people. Stepping up and meeting that challenge. That's 

what we need going forward." 

The Hawks had to have it in Game 5. 

That's why Budenholzer, notorious for his methodical approach to all things, broke from the norm and 

played his starters as a unit in the fourth quarter. 

"It's the playoffs, so every game becomes more and more important," he said. "We felt like we had to 

keep that group out there. There have been certain periods in games where we haven't been as good as 

we need to be. So having maybe a little different combination during those periods ... in some ways it 

helped us, and in other ways, there were periods where we had very similar results to the previous two 

games. Our five guys played well. We just stuck with them." 

Some people might be surprised that the Hawks are struggling the way they have been to finish the Nets 

off in this series, but not Horford. 

"We didn't really have any expectations," Horford said. "I've said this before, but the playoffs are a new 

season. Records go out the window. We were the perfect example last season. We pushed Indiana to 

seven last season. You never underestimate any team. There's some adversity we're facing and they are 

playing really good basketball. They are confident. We just have to be able to handle that and come out 

and play better. They're pushing us, we're pushing them and I feel like it's just going to make us better in 

the end." 

Even with the win the Hawks did nothing to shake the Nets' confidence and nothing to silence the 

growing legion of cynics who wonder if this pace and space style, the Atlanta version, has postseason 

legs. 

They led by from start to finish and by as many as 17 points and still could not run away from the Nets. 

In fact, they had to beat them back by matching big play for big play in the fourth quarter. 

Jarrett Jack went off again, scoring 12 of his 18 points in the fourth quarter. Joe Johnson scored 10 of his 

18 in the fourth, while Alan Anderson kicked things off by scoring all 23 of his points in the first three 

quarters. 



 

 

 

But it wasn't enough to overcome the Hawks' All-Stars in the end. 

Teague attacked the basket and facilitated brilliantly. Horford was seemingly everywhere, making plays 

all over the floor and stepping up the way you'd expect from a player who has had championship blood 

flowing through his body since college. 

"Al was all over the court on both ends," Budenholzer said, "blocking a shot at the three-point line, 

crashing the boards on the offensive end from the three-point line, running in transition, blocking shots 

at the rim, getting rebounds. I'm sure the people who are here a lot hear how versatile Al is and how he 

impacts the game in so many different ways. I think the fourth quarter was probably that at its best." 

Who is the man with the game on the line? 

Folks have been asking that question for months about these Hawks. 

How will they handle themselves in a playoff situation, when they need someone to step up and 

someone to light the path when the pressure is on? 

Now we know. 

Teague or Horford, Horford or Teague, either one will do. 

They both had it going with the Hawks' season on the line. 

And that's exactly what the Hawks needed for one all-important night. 

   


