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HAWKS ARE TRUE BELIEVERS … IN THE FILM 

By Sekou Smith 

HANG TIME HEADQUARTERS — For a team as married to their methodical process this season as the 

Hawks have been, it’s no surprise that they are as measured as they are heading into what is easily their 

biggest game of the season. 

Game 5 on Wednesday night at Philips Arena, with their first-round series with the Brooklyn Nets all tied 

up at 2-2, is the Hawks’ Super Bowl. And yet they are not at all unnerved by the pressure that comes 

with a No. 1 seed needing at least six games to finish off the No. 8 Nets. 

Because when you study your own film as diligently as these Hawks have all year, you’re a — to borrow 

a Hawks’ marketing slogan — true believer in the power to rectify things after back-to-back losses in this 

series. 

The initial emotion after their Game 4 overtime loss Monday in Brooklyn was anger. But after Tuesday’s 

film session, Hawks All-Star Paul Millsap spoke of the excitement he and his teammates felt after 

studying what went on during their trip to Brooklyn. “Watching film puts everything in perspective,” he 

said. “They played a good game and made tough shots. We played a good game and didn’t make plays.” 

If only it were that simple. 

The Hawks couldn’t put the Nets away while operating with a 12-point cushion in Game 4 and Deron 

Williams went wild, matching his playoff career-high with 35 points, as the Nets exploited the situation 

to their benefit. You don’t have to watch the film to figure out that the Hawks, 4-0 against the Nets 

during the regular season by a double-digit average victory margin, are locked into something other 

than a runaway first round series against an overmatched No. 8 seed. 

On a night the Hawks won the rebounding battle by 15 (55-40), they turned the ball over 18 times and 

did not handle themselves like a championship team in the final seconds of regulation. They didn’t even 

get a shot off with a chance to win the game with 6.2 seconds to play. 

“I feel like we may have settled for too many jump shots,” Millsap said. “We’re a better team when 

we’re in attack mode, especially myself and Jeff [Teague], collapsing the defense. Our mindset is still, we 

feel like we can do it, especially after watching film seeing some of the missed ques. We felt like we 

played good enough to win the game. We’re still pretty confident.” 

The Nets might not have the track record of playing above and beyond their 38 regular season wins, but 

their confidence is soaring as well. In Williams, Brook Lopez, Joe Johnson, Thaddeus Young, Jarrett 

Jack and others, they are showing themselves to be every bit up to the challenge of the moment. 

“Definitely, the guys rallying around me means a lot,” said Williams, who scored a total of 18 points 

through the first three games of the series. “It just shows that we’re coming together as a unit.” 



 

 

 

If the Hawks didn’t take the Nets seriously as a threat before the series began, they certainly do now. 

The pressure mounts on the home team in each and every game left to be played. 

“I feel like, hopefully, our group and has given Brooklyn their due credit,” Hawks coach Mike 

Budenholzersaid.  “They played well down the stretch of the (regular) season. It’s been a hell of a four 

games so far. They have talented players as we do. They deserve credit for the way they are playing and 

our group does, too. It’s a series. It’s 2-2.” 

And when you get shoved back into this position, the first place the Hawks turn is to the film and their 

internal examination of what’s gone wrong. The Hawks certainly are not playing like the machine that 

won 19 straight games during the regular season, the crew that blew away the Eastern Conference en 

route to a 60-win season. 

“I think it’s always great to go back and watch the film and learn from it,” Budenholzer said. “You 

see where we can be better and improve and take that, together as a group, and go from there. 

It’s exciting to go into playing and taking what we saw from film and taking it onto the court. If you are a 

competitor, you’re unhappy if things don’t go your way. If you can turn that anger into the appropriate 

focus and attention [in Game 5] … that’s a positive with the group we have.” 

   


