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Hawks 'do what we've done all year' to beat Nets in Game 1 

By Sekou Smith 

ATLANTA — The air came out of the building with 10:50 to play in the fourth quarter and the Atlanta 

Hawks leading but not dominating the way they had moments before. 

Al Horford looked down at his pinky finger, pointing in the wrong direction. 

This was not happening again. 

Injury: Horford Injures Finger 

Al Horford injures his finger going for the rebound in the fourth quarter versus the Nets. 

The Hawks' All-Star, leader and anchor staring at another injury that could derail his postseason plans, 

the Hawks' postseason plans. A dislocated finger now, after he'd played the entire season and helped 

lead the Hawks to the best season in franchise history and the No. 1 seed in the Eastern Conference 

playoff chase. 

No way. Not now. Not again. 

A season's worth of work up in smoke with one errant swipe of Mason Plumlee's hand? For two 

minutes, two excruciatingly long, nail-biting minutes for the Hawks and their fans, the worst-case 

scenario was a very real possibility. 

Game 1: Hawks Postgame 

Mike Budenholzer, Kyle Korver and DeMarre Carroll talk postgame after the Hawks take Game 1 over the 

Nets. 

"It was a scary moment," said Paul Millsap, struggling through a rough night with his sore right shoulder 

wrapped up tight. "We work like a team all year. And it's like a machine with a bolt or something 

missing. We have a little fall of when someone goes down, no matter who it is. We want to be healthy ... 

we have to stay healthy." 

That the Hawks were able to win in convincingly, 99-92 in Game 1 of this Eastern Conference playoff 

series without much offense from Horford and Millsap, their dynamic All-Star duo up front, speaks 

volumes about the system coach Mike Budenholzer has crafted and the depth that was cultivated 

throughout a magical regular season. 

They combined for just 16 points on 7-for-23 shooting from the floor, but also grabbed a combined 17 

rebounds as Kyle Korver, DeMarre Carroll, Jeff Teague and Dennis Schroder picked up the scoring load. 



"This is what we've done all year," said Korver, who finished with a game-high 21 points and shot 5-for-

11 from beyond the 3-point line. "We're not just one person on this team. We're not playing hero ball. 

We go out there and play as a unit. There are a lot of nights where guys don't shoot the ball well or don't 

play as well as they'd like to. The reality is that Paul is probably finding his rhythm a little bit, and he will. 

We just keep on working our system and give you the lines we always give -- move the ball, play with the 

pass, play with space, play with pace, and keep on finding someone else." 

We're not just one person on this team. We're not playing hero ball. We go out there and play as a unit. 

– Kyle Korver 

Horford's fine, or as good as can be expected when a finger is smacked sideways. This injury has nothing 

on the torn pectoral muscle that cost him much of last season and the Hawks' playoff run, a seven-game 

series loss to the Indiana Pacers. 

He was adamant that he would play in Game 2 on Wednesday. He'll manage whatever pain is associated 

with his latest bump and bruise. But he was clearly affected by the injury when he returned to the game 

with 5:52 to play, his fingers taped together and the Hawks needing a spark to finish the Nets off. 

"It definitely affected me," Horford said. "Having it taped like that around my finger, especially on my 

shooting hand, was very uncomfortable to shoot the ball." 

As for what sort of impact the injury will have on Horford and the Hawks going forward, it's hard to tell 

on both accounts. 

"I don't know," he said. "I've had something similar to this, not as bad as this. But we'll see. The good 

thing is that the x-rays came back negative." 

Game 1: Nets Postgame 

Lionel Hollins and Joe Johnson talk with the media following Brooklyn's Game 1 loss to Atlanta. 

Even better for the Hawks, playing their first meaningful game in weeks, is that they showed plenty of 

signs that the rhythm they found early in the season is within reach. Five times they led by as many as 

16 points Sunday night. Five times they stretched the lead enough to beat back a Nets team that 

showed more resilience on this one night than it did in an entire season. 

Sure, they were outrebounded 47-39. And, yes, Nets 7-footer Brook Lopez was every bit the problem 

with his size and length, that the Hawks expected him to be. And yet they still handled him, Deron 

Williams and especially Joe Johnson, who endured a night of boos from fans who once cheered his every 

move when he was an All-Star wearing a Hawks uniform. 

The Hawks cranked up the defensive intensity in the final minutes and, as they have all season long, 

answered every challenge with a decisive run or defensive stop of their own. 



"The defense was great," Carroll said. "We've been in that position a lot this year. I think we succeeded 

tonight. Everybody collectively had a big part to do with it. Paul might have had an off-night 

[offensively], but his defense and him being active and getting steals and getting blocks really helped us. 

We're a unit, five guys out there on the court. If one guy is not doing what he's supposed to do, it affects 

the whole unit. I think everybody, one-through-five, stepped up tonight." 

  

 


