
Q & A: Kyle Korver 

He runs, like the guy who sees his bus pulling away from the bus stop. He runs, like the lady whose flight 

is in its final boarding, 20 gates down. He runs, like the kid playing machine pitch baseball who was 0 of 

42 before, finally, making contact. 

Kyle Korver runs and runs, and opponents go berserk trying to find him. He runs from one side of the 

court to the other, seemingly with no plan as to where or when he'll stop. But, of course, that's just how 

it looks. The 12-year vet knows exactly where he is at all times on the floor.(endital)You(ital.)don't know. 

That's the difference. 

And the chaos Korver causes as teams trail and flail and ultimately fail to keep him from squeezing off 3-

pointers is part of the reason Atlanta's enjoyed an historic season in the 404. Korver is not a solo artist, 

though, but part of a beautiful symphony performing at Philips Arena, a team that is truly more than the 

sum of its parts, which didn't lose for more than a month, winning 19 straight games in December and 

January, and blew apart the East. 

Coach Mike Budenholzer has created an equal-opportunity offense that attacks defenses from all over 

the floor, exquisitely spaced at all times -- floaters by Jeff Teague, blow-bys by Dennis Schroeder, pick-

and-pops and duck-ins by Al Horford, threes from Paul Millsap and Mike Scott, and Korver, banging shots 

from all angles, needing but a fraction of a second and an inch or two of space to square and shoot. 

And Korver, along with Horford, Millsap and Teague, made his first All-Star Game. He is shooting, this 

morning, 49.4 percent on three-pointers -- a better percentage than he shoots twos. Watch him score 11 

points in 65 seconds last month against Milwaukee, in disbelief. 

Korver may not quite reach "Club 190" this season -- that exclusive club for NBA players that shoot 50 

percent from the floor and on threes, and 90 percent from the line. He's currently in "Club 187" -- 89.1 

percent from the line, 49.4 percent on threes, 48.8 percent overall. And he has always been better on 

defense than he has ever been given credit; you don't play big minutes for former Utah Jazz coach Jerry 

Sloan or current Chicago Bulls coach Tom Thibodeau if you're going through the motions at that end. But 

the crucible of the playoffs is just ahead. 

Defenses get better, more focused. That half-second Korver has enjoyed in the chaos he's created all 

season may be reduced to a quarter-second, maybe less. But at 34, in the middle of a $24 million deal, 

Korver has never been more centered. Off the floor, his Kyle Korver Foundation, teaming with People 

Builders Utah, is in the midst of realizing a long-term goal: creating and getting donations for 50 custom 

built Accessibility Ramp Kits -- ARKs -- that would go to people with disabilities, so they can get in and out 

of their homes or places of work more easily. 

Me: You said a couple of years ago, when Budenholzer was first named coach, that if people checked 

back in a while you'd have something really great going on. Was this season -- not the results so much as 

the way you have played as a team -- what you had in mind? 



Kyle Korver: I think this was kind of the vision I thought would I hoping would happen. I don't think 

anyone knew it would happen quite this quickly. But we've come together really well. We're just a 

bunch of pieces that fit together well and a bunch of people who work hard. Yeah, I guess it's happened 

faster than anyone felt it would. 

Me: Sometimes, when teams or people are on runs like you all had in December, they think they're 

playing so well that they believe the opponent is the game itself and not who they have on the schedule. 

Did you have any of that kind of feeling during the streak? 

KK: It was interesting. Up until that point, that kind of streak made us legitimate in some people's eyes. 

Like, 'they're actually a really good team.' As much as we believed we were a good team, during that 

winning streak we just kept growing with confidence. You're like, okay, we can do this, and we beat this 

team, and we went out west, and we beat this set of teams all in a row. I think it was during that stretch 

that I think we started to really believe in ourselves. Not that we didn't, but you've still got to do 

something to really believe. And I think it helped us get to where we are. 

Me: What is the process like between you and Bud or the other coaches when it comes to making 

suggestions for sets, for tweaks, any types of changes? How receptive are they? 

KK: Very. Bud, I mean, it's such an interactive exchange. Every coach says they have an open-door policy. 

Every coach says that. But there's also a lot of guys who Bud has a good amount of respect for, and how 

guys play. No one's out there to draw up plays that I can score on? It's how do we get this concept 

rolling so we can score on that team? So when you come at it with that point of view, when it's a 

discussion about the team, I think both sides, we obviously are going to respect whatever Bud says, and 

I think he thinks the same about us. 

Me: What are you most looking forward to seeing about your team in the playoffs? 

KK: Winning. We want to go out there and really, really play well. I don't know. I don't know how to 

answer that all the way. We don't, like we talked earlier about this team, just getting to this point, and 

your vision. We don't feel like we're there yet. We're still evolving. We haven't won a playoff series. I 

think we have too much respect for the game to say 'we're going to go and we're going to accomplish 

that.' We understand you've got to earn respect in the playoffs. You've got to go through some good 

times and some bad times, and hopefully you're able to recover from the bad times. I think we're 

excited to go out there and compete. We haven't played a meaningful game in quite a while, and we're 

going to go out there and play a whole bunch of them in a row and have some fun. 

Me: What's the ultimate sign of respect you've gotten this year from opponents -- on the floor, after 

games, whenever? 

KK: I think there's been a couple of times during a game, end of games, when we're gonna win, and the 

other team will come up and say 'man, I love how you guys play.' They just got, you can tell, they're like, 

I would love to play for your team. That's the ultimate sign of respect in the NBA. When you're on a 

team, and your team's supposedly good, but man, I'd rather be on your team. It feels good to hear that. 



Me: How are the ARK kits coming? 

KK: They're going really good, actually. We're shipping our first out, we're trying to send them out, ship 

them out. We'll send them anywhere in the United States. I think the first one is going out this spring. 

It's going to Washington state. That's a big first step for us, and we're looking to get that process better 

and better. There's some really cool things in the works. 

Me: How are people finding out? Do they check the website, word of mouth, some combination? 

KK: Word of mouth. Obviously People Builders http://www.peoplebuildersutah.com has a website. 

We're in Utah, mostly, now. We'll probably target the different areas where the Foundation has been, 

and where I've played, just because you have connections and you have ways to get the word out there. 

But we're really trying to get our process down really well before we really spread out there. But we're 

getting pretty close, and there's a lot of really exciting things happening. 

 


