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Court Vision: Hawks trounce Suns, set franchise record with 58th win 

By Knox Bardeen 

ATLANTA -- Going inside the Hawks' 96-69 win over the Suns on Tuesday in Philips Arena. The win was 

Atlanta's 58th, setting a franchise record for wins in a season. 

THREE-POINT TAKE 

1. A win is a win ... but boy this game was ugly in many ways. 

There should be very few complaints from a Hawks win where the team shot a combined 49.4 percent 

from the floor and won by 27 points. And folks taking a statistical approach to the season won't find 

fault. 

But anyone who laid eyes on Atlanta's win over Phoenix probably wants to talk about their favorite 

criticism. 

The most striking observation was the six technical fouls called during the game, three in the first 

quarter. 

In this game technical fouls were handed out for coaches arguing when fouls weren't called (Atlanta 

head coach Mike Budenholzer), players jawing and poking at one another inciting benches to stand at 

attention (Mike Scott versus Marcus Morris), and one player (Markieff Morris) that bounced a ball too 

hard, then got a second technical for rolling it away from the action (yes, an ejection followed). 

Whistles weren't blown when Markieff Morris acted like he was going to launch a basketball at Thabo 

Sefolosha's head, and officials took entirely too long reviewing the ruckus between Scott and Morris to 

see if extra technical fouls could be handed out. 

The officials -- and all the technical fouls -- took all the rhythm out of the game. The offensive flow was 

degraded, which meant passes went awry, shots were passed on when they should have been 

attempted and fast breaks ended in missed layups. 

Critics of this scathing attack on rhythm hoops will point toward Atlanta's 41 for 83 night shooting. 

They'll mention 16 points each from Mike Muscala, DeMarre Carroll and Jeff Teague, and wow everyone 

with Muscala's 7-for-8 performance and Carroll's 8-for-9 game. They couldn't miss, for the most part. 

But I saw an offense that wasn't clicking for Atlanta, and a Phoenix team that scored a whopping total of 

26 points in the second half. The Suns finished three quarters with fewer than 20 points, and shot 31.3 

percent from the floor, and 20 percent from the three-point line. 

2. Muscala played well enough for the Hawks to keep Paul Millsap on ice until he's fully healed. 

Millsap, Atlanta's starting forward, has a right shoulder strain and contusion and didn't play on Tuesday. 

The team stated prior to the game that he wouldn't play Wednesday either against Brooklyn. 

Until that shoulder is 100 percent ready, maybe the Hawks can leave Millsap in street clothes. Muscala's 

performance Tuesday rings as proof. 



"I thought he was good," said Budenholzer. "He stepped up during this opportunity and worked just as 

hard as the rest of us. he got his opportunity tonight with Paul out, and he played big minutes." 

Not only did Muscala finish with 16 points and only miss one shot in the game (a 20-foot jumper at the 

beginning of the third quarter), he pulled down seven rebounds, had four steals, one block and led the 

team with a plus-28 plus-minus rating. 

3a. There aren't any regular season milestones left for the Hawks. 

The 1986-87 Hawks finished the season with a 57-25 record. They set a franchise record with 57 wins on 

their 81st game of the season, a 117-114 win on the road against the Bulls. 

The 1993-94 Hawks tied that record-setting team with a 57-25 record. But their 57th win didn't come 

until the final game of the season when Orlando was in town. 

With Tuesday's victory, the 2014-15 Hawks have won more games than any other team in franchise 

history. To add to the impressive nature of a franchise record for wins, this team tied the franchise 

record (57) in its 76th game, and set the new mark one game later. This team was five games quicker to 

57 than the best team in history, and has now won more games than any other Hawks team. 

Atlanta had already sealed the Southeast Division title. The Hawks were already the No. 1 seed in the 

Eastern Conference. With only five games left on the schedule, there is no way to surpass the Golden 

State Warriors, which means there's no way to grab homecourt advantage in the NBA Finals (If Atlanta 

and Golden State tied with identical 63-19 records, the Warriors hold the tiebreaker with a better record 

against the opposing conference). 

If you want intrigue for the remainder of the regular season, watch the race for the No. 8 seed in the 

Eastern Conference. In particular, keep an eye on Brooklyn. 

3b. Remember ... Atlanta gets to switch 2015 draft picks with Brooklyn in the first round. 

In what will likely be a staple over the next week or so, allow me to dub the notion that Hawks fans need 

to keep an eye on the Nets, the 'Brooklyn Watch.' 

Brooklyn currently holds the No. 7 seed in the Eastern Conference with a 36-41 record. The Nets are a 

game ahead of Boston, the eight-seed, and are 1.5 games ahead of Miami, two games better than 

Indiana and on top of Charlotte by three games. 

If two of the teams behind Brooklyn can slide above the Nets in the standings over the next week, they'll 

fall out of the playoffs and into the draft lottery. That's great news for the Hawks, who could finish the 

year with the best record in the Eastern Conference and still wind up with a lottery pick. 

STATS THAT MATTER 

26, 69: The Hawks held Phoenix to a total of 69 points in the game (a season low for an opponent), and 

allowed the Suns just 26 second-half points (also a season low for an opponent). 

74: Carroll shot 88.9 percent on Tuesday and scored a game-high 16 points for the Hawks. That was a 

continuation of great play over his last five games in which he's 37 for 50 (74 percent) from the floor and 

has scored 93 points (18.6 per game). 

STRAIGHT TALK 



"We have an extra player tonight, Lake. I'm going to call him Bazemore. He's a special young man that 

signed a contract today to be on our team. I'm just happy we could do something special for him." -- 

Budenholzer on signing 8-year-old Lake Bozman to a one-day contract. Bozman is battling acute myeloid 

leukemia. 

  

 


