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Hawks surprise 8-year-old Lake Bozman with 1-day contract 

By Knox Bardeen 

ATLANTA -- It was dark. It was 6:30 in the morning -- not typically a time for a large commercial bus to 

be creeping through a residential neighborhood. Unless on that bus is a group of people with a surprise 

of epic proportion, and a way to make a dream come true for an 8-year-old boy with acute myeloid 

leukemia. 

In the pre-dawn hour Monday, a group of people from WWWQ-FM, Q100 in Atlanta -- in conjunction 

with the nonprofit organization Bert's Big Adventure and the Atlanta Hawks -- got together to put the 

finishing touches on a surprise plan that had been months in the making. 

The subterfuge was necessary because the folks at Bert's Big Adventure were dealt an unexpected blow 

months earlier by Lake Bozman, the 8-year-old boy who was about to awake too early for an incredibly 

happy reason. 

A little backstory: 

Bert's Big Adventure is an organization "that provides a magical, all-expenses-paid, five-day journey to 

Walt Disney World for children with chronic and terminal illnesses and their families," according to the 

nonprofit's website. 

Bozman was chosen to be one of 14 participants in this year's annual trip. On the day the group was 

supposed to depart for Walt Disney World, however, medical complications arose. 

So Bozman could travel with the group, he went to the doctor for a blood and platelet transfusion. It 

was a regular procedure, one that Bozman had gone through on numerous occasions, according to his 

mother. But this time, Bozman became very ill. He even stopped breathing temporarily and ended up in 

the intensive care unit. 

The blood and platelet transfusion was something that was so typical for Bozman, his mother wasn't 

even at the appointment. She had Bozman's grandmother take Lake to the doctor so she could pack for 

the trip to Orlando, Florida. 

The hospital called Bozman's mother and asked her to immediately come down. She retold the story on 

air Monday morning and said she knew how serious the situation was because of the tone in the 

doctor's voice. 

For the first time in the history of this trip that Bert's Big Adventure puts on each year, a child was 

unable to attend. And that didn't sit well with Bert Weiss, who founded the nonprofit years ago. 

Weiss put a lot of thought into how to make it up to Bozman. Then he received a text message from 

Bozman's mother asking him whether he knew anyone with the Atlanta Hawks organization, because 



Lake was a huge fan and would love to go to a game. She said it was Bozman's lifelong dream to be an 

NBA player. 

That's when Weiss hatched his plan. 

It would have been easy for Weiss to get Hawks tickets for Bozman. And that would have been great for 

the young boy who desperately wanted to attend a game. But Weiss knew that just going to a game 

wasn't nearly enough. 

"I think my mentality is, 'Let's do something so special that it really makes a lifelong impact,' said Weiss. 

"Sure, we could have asked the Hawks for courtside tickets for the family. But is that gonna be an 

imprinted moment in the minds of the family 10 years from now? Maybe or maybe not." 

Weiss approached Hawks CEO Steve Koonin and filled him in on Bozman's story. Koonin's reply was 

instantaneous and simple. 

"Tell me anything we can do, and it's done," Koonin told Weiss. 

The two came up with the idea for Bozman to sign a one-day contract with the Hawks. He'd come to 

Philips Arena on a game night and sign the contract, meet head coach Mike Budenholzer and the team, 

and then attend a pregame shootaround with the Hawks. 

"[It was] totally Steve's idea to have [coach] Bud have Lake sign the one-day contract," said Weiss. "I 

mean, how freakin' cool is that? So it achieves our goal of going so over the top -- that it's not only a 

magical event for Lake himself, but his entire family." 

At Bert's Big Adventure, nothing gets done without flair. Weiss said his group goes over the top all the 

time because the experience these families get should be one of the best times of their lives. Everything 

at Disney is red carpet, with the nicest hotels and VIP treatment the entire trip. 

That's exactly how Bozman was treated Monday when he found out he'd become the newest member 

of the Atlanta Hawks, and on Tuesday when he actually inked his deal. 

Members of Q100's "The Bert Show" arrived at Bozman's house with the story that they were only there 

for a photo shoot. But the FOX Sports Fan Express bus with the message "Surprise Lake" on the front in 

lights tipped off the family that something bigger was happening. 

While on the air with "The Bert Show," the family was told to get dressed and ride the bus to the studio. 

They'd join the radio show live upon arrival. 

No one from the Bozman family at this point had any notion Lake was about to become an NBA player. 

"I had no clue what was about to happen," said Lake's mother, Anna. "Knowing Bert I thought he was 

just really going out of his way to bring us onto the show and give us tickets. The excitement of the 

whole thing was amazing." 



On the show, Lake and his family met Koonin, a few of the Hawks' cheerleaders, Atlanta's Harry the 

Hawk mascot, and found out from Weiss that a news conference would be held Tuesday to officially 

announce Bozman as a Hawks team member. 

Bozman officially signed his contract with the Hawks at 4:41 p.m. Tuesday, directly after a news 

conference with Weiss and Budenholzer. Atlanta's head coach shared kind words. 

"The Hawks always look for people who are brave and strong and will do anything for anybody at any 

time," said Budenholzer. "It's really exciting that we can be a part of this, and that we can add you to our 

team." 

After the news conference, the Bozman family got to watch the Hawks' shootaround from the court, and 

Lake was able to interact with his new teammates. Then they watched the Hawks face the Phoenix Suns 

while sitting courtside. 

 


