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Hawks, crunch time get best of Johnson, Nets again 

By Mike Mazzeo 

ATLANTA -- Brooklyn Nets swingman Joe Johnson has missed two huge layups against the Atlanta 

Hawks in crunch time during these playoffs. 

Johnson's misses aren't the only reason the Nets are on the brink of elimination instead of already 

heading to Washington, D.C., for Round 2. 

It just feels that way. 

In Game 2 on April 22, Johnson missed a driving layup with 1:17 remaining that would've given the Nets 

a 91-90 lead. They wound up losing 96-91. 

In Game 5 on Wednesday night, Johnson missed a reverse layup with 1:45 left that would've tied things 

at 97. The Nets wound up losing 107-97. 

They now trail the Hawks 3-2 in the series with Game 6 on Friday night at Barclays Center. 

Joe Johnson had 18 points, nine rebounds and four assists in 44 minutes on Wednesday. AP Photo/John 

Bazemore 

Historically, 82 percent of NBA teams that win Game 5 in a 2-2 playoff series go on to win the series. 

But Nets coach Lionel Hollins isn't putting much stock in the stat. 

"Well, if we just played with stats we might as well mail it in and let Atlanta stay home," Hollins said. 

"That's why they play the games. Look at Chicago and Milwaukee [the Bucks trail the Bulls 3-2 after 

being down 3-0]. You've got to go play. The other team's got to beat you four times. Yes, they have 

three, but there's one more to be gotten, and we have to go out and compete and get that third win and 

then come back down here and be ready to get a fourth win -- stats notwithstanding." 

The road team has yet to win a game in the series. All three of Brooklyn's losses in Atlanta have 

seemingly followed the same path: 

1. Get off to a terrible start 

 

2. Fight back behind terrific bench play 

 

3. Get out-executed down the stretch 

On Wednesday night, the Nets trailed by 17 after the first quarter. They settled for too many long 

jumpers instead of attacking. The Hawks did not, moving the ball around and getting great shots as a 



 

 

 

result. They scored 42 points on 49 percent shooting, including 9-of-19 from 3-point range, off 

possessions in which they passed the ball at least three times, according to ESPN Stats & Information. 

But Alan Anderson had 14 of his playoff career-high 23 points in the second, and Jarrett Jack later scored 

12 straight points in the fourth, as the Nets mounted yet another improbable comeback. 

Trailing by two, Johnson used a hesitation move to get past Al Horford, but Paul Millsap's presence in 

the paint caused Johnson to try and finish on the other side of the rim. It didn't work. 

"I knew I was going to drive," said Johnson, who had 18 points, nine rebounds and four assists in 44 

valiant minutes. "I didn't want to settle because we were only down two. I got to the basket and my 

momentum was going so fast that I just blew the layup. It was a blown play by me in a pivotal moment 

of the game. I just didn't make the layup." 

And on the ensuing Atlanta possession, Horford hit a pick-and-pop jumper after Brook Lopez had tried 

to take away Jeff Teague's dribble penetration. 

Jack got caught in the air and called for a double-dribble at the other end, and Teague followed with a 

blow by and a layup to put the Hawks ahead 101-95 with 1:07 left. 

Twenty-five seconds later, Teague stuck the dagger when he converted a floater to make it an eight-

point game. Atlanta ultimately closed on a 10-2 run. 

"In the playoffs, there are a lot of chances, a lot of opportunities," Hollins said. "Sometimes you get 

them, sometimes you don't. You have to live with it and move on to the next game. But I definitely don't 

look at it as a lost opportunity. We were down 33-16 in the first quarter. If I look at us battling back and 

having a chance to win as a lost opportunity, then there's something wrong with me." 

Atlanta's starters combined for 91 points with DeMarre Carroll leading the way with 24 points. Horford 

and Teague both had 20. Kyle Korver, who shot just 4-for-18 from beyond the arc in Games 3 and 4, hit 

five 3-pointers en route to 17 points. Millsap added 10. The Hawks shot 48.2 percent from the field, hit 

13 triples and outscored the Nets 42-32 in the paint. 

Brooklyn needed more from Lopez (15 points, three rebounds, three blocks) and Deron Williams (five 

points, six assists, six rebounds). They shot 6-for-21 from the field combined and neither scored in the 

final quarter. Lopez, who logged 39 minutes, looked gassed at the end, and was picked on repeatedly on 

defense all night long. 

Williams, meanwhile, looked banged up. Excluding his 35-point outburst in Game 4, Williams has scored 

a combined 23 points in the series on 9-for-34 shooting. 

"I missed some easy ones and I forced a lot too," Lopez said. "We had Alan going, we had Joe going and I 

forced too many shots tonight." 

For five games, the eighth-seeded Nets have played hard, come together as a team and given the top-

seeded Hawks all they can handle. 



 

 

 

But there are a couple games Brooklyn probably wishes it could have back. Or, in Johnson's case, a 

couple missed layups. 

"We've got to put it behind us, move forward and take care of home court," Johnson said. "That's it. 

We've got to look forward to Game 6." 

   


