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The problem? Not playing like the Hawks 

By Kevin Arnovitz 

NEW YORK -- Atlanta Hawks sharpshooter Kyle Korver hadn’t been open since last weekend. When the 

team deplaned at JFK on Friday morning, Nets guards Bojan Bogdanovic and Alan Anderson were there 

to meet him at the bottom of the airstairs. When Korver checked into his room in Battery Park after the 

Hawks’ practice, the entire Nets defense was sprawled out on the bed, noshing on room service and 

stealing his complimentary toiletries from the bathroom vanity. 

So in the third quarter when Bogdanovic tumbled to the ground after his driving dunk, Korver finally saw 

opportunity. With his defender M.I.A., he sprinted out to the right side to his favorite spot along the arc 

above the break as Jeff Teague pushed the ball up. 

Korver alone on the perimeter, 5-on-4 for the Hawks -- this is basketball’s equivalent of having 11 

against the dealer’s 16. He converts 52.3 percent of these shots. Nobody else in the NBA tops 50 

percent. For Korver, that’s 1.57 points per attempt. Yet Teague never saw him, never even looked. The 

ball ended up in the left corner, in the hands of Kent Bazemore, who missed the shot. 

Different Hawks point guard, but same situation to close out the quarter. As Dennis Schroder skated to 

the rim, which sucked Bogdanovic in, Schroder zipped to the right side of the rim and against Thad 

Young and Jarrett Jack and heaved the ball at the backboard. Korver, alone on the arc, flapped his arms 

in disgust as the horn sounded to end the third quarter. The Hawks trailed by five points amid an 18-0 

run for Brooklyn, which was more than enough to propel them to a 91-83 win in Game 3. 

“I probably shouldn’t have shown frustration,” Korver said. “[Coach Mike Budenholzer is] always on me 

about that, not showing my emotions like that, so it’s my bad. The reality is that I don’t get wide-open 

shots that often, so sometimes I get a little frustrated.” 

You can’t really blame him, what with Bogdanovic and Anderson locking and trailing him on the move 

and a second defender meeting him on the other side of every curl and flare. But the result of the 

Korver lockdown campaign coupled with the general malaise of a Hawks offense that’s been more dull 

than dynamic is that Atlanta hasn’t played Atlanta Basketball for more than a few possessions at a time 

since the ball went up in Game 1. 

After Game 2, Al Horford said that, as a whole, he’d accept the same collection of 90 field goal attempts 

the next time out, even though the Hawks shot just 38.9 percent from the field. The point being: The 

Hawks liked their looks; they just didn’t convert them. Process: good. Result: bad. Horford sounded the 

same theme after Saturday’s game. 

“I feel like we got some good shots and they’d didn’t fall for us,” Horford said, then added a moment 

later, “I mean if you look at my shots, I had a lot of open looks, they just didn’t fall. Sometimes it 

happens.” 



 

 

 

Horford has a case, but the Hawks have also produced far too many possessions in which the gears 

grind, bodies stop moving and the most fluid offense in the Eastern Conference looks mundane. Having 

missed their last 12 shots during that fatal 18-0 Nets run, the Hawks went immediately into Horford at 

the left elbow, with Korver clearing to the right side. 

Four Hawks stood stationary while Horford faced up against a hulking Brook Lopez. After rigor mortis 

began to set in, Bazemore made a slow cut toward the box, but the floor was so static, the ball 

practically deflating in the hands of Horford, that the Nets' defenders on the weak side barely had to 

move to pick up Bazemore. Horford jibed against Lopez, unleashing a couple of half-hearted pump fakes 

before misfiring well short. The Hawks shot 1-for-17 on Saturday when Lopez was the primary defender. 

The Hawks can’t win a game of isolation basketball. They simply aren’t built that way. Budenholzer 

pointed out in his postgame news conference that the lion’s share of the Hawks’ buckets were assisted. 

That’s all well and good, but the problem isn't the relatively small percentage of possessions when the 

shot falls in; it’s the unusually high number of missed shots that aren’t eligible for assists in the first 

place. 

Perhaps Horford and Budenholzer are correct. Maybe the Hawks’ current slump is just an exercise in 

variance. They’ve got a rational case. But at what point does a trend grow into a new reality? 

 

  


