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Millsap hurt as Hawks rout Nets, tie team mark with 57th win 

By Associated Press 

ATLANTA -- The Hawks looked playoff-ready while building a big first-half lead over a Brooklyn team 

which had won six straight. 

Then Paul Millsap, Atlanta's leading scorer and rebounder, left the court with a pained expression on his 

face as he held his right shoulder, tarnishing an otherwise impressive night for the Eastern Conference's 

No. 1 seed. 

Al Horford and DeMarre Carroll scored 20 points each to help the Hawks match a franchise record with 

their 57th win, beating the Nets 131-99 on Saturday night. 

Millsap hurt his right shoulder in a collision with Brooklyn's Earl Clark with 1:52 left in the first half. 

Millsap, who was left sprawled on the court after the play, did not return. 

"We'll evaluate it and know more (Sunday) and Monday," said Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer. 

As he walked toward Millsap on the court, Budenholzer asked officials why no foul was called. 

"I thought he got ran over, but it was a loose ball and both guys were going after it," Budenholzer said. 

Millsap leads the team with his averages of 16.8 points and 7.8 rebounds. He finished with eight points 

and five assists. 

Jeff Teague added had 17 points in one of the Hawks' best all-around games. They hit 17 of 33 3-

pointers and had 40 assists with 15 steals. 

Budenholzer praised his players' "unselfishness." 

The coach has given his starters generous rest since the team clinched first place in the Eastern 

Conference playoffs. The Hawks returned to a normal rotation in the first half against the Nets and 

looked sharp while racing to a 66-48 halftime lead. 

"I think the most important thing was the sense of urgency," Carroll said, adding he saw a return to the 

overall level of play that produced a team-record winning streak in the middle of the season. 

"It was good to see us moving the ball, doing the little things we were doing when we won 19 in a row," 

Carroll said. 

The Hawks looked fresh after three off days. The Nets, who beat Toronto at home on Friday night, 

couldn't match the Hawks' energy. 



"They beat us. . From start to finish," said Nets coach Lionel Hollins. "It was a good whipping. There's 

nothing else that I can say. They dominated the game." 

Bojan Bogdanovic led Brooklyn with 19 points. 

The Hawks surpassed their previous season high of 130 points on John Jenkins' 3-pointer with 54 

seconds remaining. 

Mike Muscala opened the second half at Millsap's forward spot. Budenholzer turned the game over to 

his backups in the third quarter. 

--- 

TIP-INS 

Nets: Jarrett Jack and Thaddeus Young each had 14 points. ... After playing 44 minutes and having 30 

points and 17 rebounds against Toronto, Brook Lopez had 11 points and six rebounds. ... There was no 

update on G Alan Anderson, who sprained his left ankle in Friday night's win over Toronto and did not 

travel with the team to Atlanta. 

Hawks: The Hawks also won 57 games in the 1986-87 and 1993-94 seasons. .. F Mike Scott returned in 

the third quarter and had two points after missing 11 straight games with a sprained left toe. ... F Austin 

Daye, who previously signed two 10-day contracts with Atlanta, agreed to a two-year deal with the 

Hawks but did not play. He was waived by the Spurs on Jan. 17. ... G Dennis Schroder missed his second 

straight game with a sprained left toe. 

HOT SHOOTING 

With about 3 minutes remaining in the first half, Atlanta was shooting 74 percent from the field, which 

would have set a season high for any half. The Hawks settled for a 66-48 halftime lead and 64.1 percent 

shooting and shot 59.8 percent for the game. 

SAME SONG, DIFFERENT VERSE 

It was Atlanta's third straight win over the Nets this season. 

"We haven't beaten them this season yet so right now we don't match up well against them," said 

Brooklyn's Deron Williams, who had 10 points. "We've got to figure some things out." 

UP NEXT 

Nets: Host Portland on Monday. 

Hawks: Host Phoenix on Tuesday. 

 


