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Budenholzer: Ferry most responsible for current roster 

By Chris Vivlamore 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer credited general manager Danny Ferry as the 

person most responsible for assembling the current roster. 

With Ferry on an indefinite leave of absence, Budenholzer was the Hawks nomination for the NBA’s 

Executive of the Year award the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported Saturday. Budenholzer was 

named head of basketball operations in September. 

“Anyone who has followed the Hawks for the last two or three years knows that Danny Ferry is the 

executive who is most responsible for the makeup of our team,” Budenholzer said Sunday before the 

Hawks played the Wizards. “Danny is responsible for me being here. Our team is in a good place. I’m 

very grateful to work with such good players and with such a great staff.” 

Ferry took the leave following the discovery of racially insensitive remarks about free-agent target Luol 

Deng during a June conference call with team ownership and management. At that time, CEO Steve 

Koonin elevated Budenholzer to lead the basketball operations and make final decisions. 

The Hawks clinched the Southeast Division title and the No. 1 seed in the Eastern Conference last month 

as part of a record-breaking season. The team extended its franchise record for wins in a season with its 

60th victory Friday. The Hawks have also had a franchise record 19-game win streak, which included an 

NBA record 17-0 mark in January. The win streak is the longest in Atlanta professional sports history. 

Last season the Hawks finished 38-44 and made the playoffs as the No. 8 seed. They took the top-

seeded Pacers to seven games in the opening round. 

Many around the NBA feel Ferry, the Hawks general manager since 2012, would have be a lock to win 

the Executive of the Year award with the progress the team has made this season. 

 


